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PREFACE TO THE FUST. EDITION, 

ABRIDGED. 

Several hooks have been writteci for the use of Sea- 
mea ; hat the noinb^r is by no meaos so f^reat as to 
Mipersedff the necessity, or utiUty, of publishing more : 
Md, it ia hoped^ that this Yelome will be in some dc« 
{TTve acceptable to the public, particularly to thatvala<« 
able class of Britiah subjects, for whose spiritual beneBt 
it is principally designed. Some parts of the Book of 
Jonah have already been illustrated, with the same 
view, by pious and excellent writers; the author's plan^ 
however, will not be found to coincide with their's. He 
has discoursed on the whole Book, and that not in a 
series of Sermons, bat in expository Lectures; — a mbde 
of illastratiftg scripture perhaps more interesting, both 
to seamen and to readers in general. 

The author has the pleasure of knowing, that it is the 
laodabje practice of some Masters of ships, to read a 
discourse to the crew, every Lord's day, durins^ their 
voya|!:es: and it would be well if all Masters would adopt 
the same method of doing good. The want of an ade- 
quate supply of appropriate sermons, for that purpose, 
was one consideration that induced the aothor to pub- 
lish these Lectures, with the two Discourses annexed 
to them. In reading any of the Discourses, on such 
occasions, some passages addressed to the relations of 
Seamen, may be omitted. 

To render the Volume more useful, a few Prayers 
and Hymns, adapted for social or public worship at sea, 
are subjoined. The former- are origioal, if that term 
can be applied to compositions in which scripture lan- 
guage is so' copiously introduced. The latter are aU 
most all selected from approved authors. The Prayers, 
though intended for social worship, may be used in 
secret devotion, by changing J)laral words into sin<^ular, 
wherever the sense so requires. The Lord's Prayer 
may be added at the close of them, by such as think it 
their duty to use it. 

WhUb]/,mrckU, IS19, 

"^ 438 
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Since the First EtKtfim of tbeie L ec tu res appeared, 
the idthvr hat befem frequently reqdeefed ti pobltiih 
adokhef » in a smaUcr Ibrm^ atid at a lower prke, IM 
tiM Volume rtiigbt •btaih more general oiroolalio«| wnd 
M pradncktva c^ more t^taniivto Ito^di Wttb sbell 
fri^dfy H'qaeetaheta now o««ipl^fti|| ; both becaMi 
Ibe (atrber Edition h Aedrly ovti of pHhti ^nd bteai(lw 
be has bad pleaatng awiHaniiea of its dooceae ia Ibl 
great ob|kct for #bieb ii :waa ii«gi9(ned««-tbe Apil^Ml 
betieiii of Seambkn; A r^mAlrMd* iostaoee df ikh 
k\M hag be^ recently pablKihe4, ill H THiet, enttlM 
Thb Infldbl SailoIr doKrtf rte5, iby the Reveread 
Thomas imckmni, a reapeqtabl^ PfimitiTe Metbadi*! 
Preacher, latioly atatioMd at Whitby, and now HI 
North Shields. More than one fidit«oii of th4s Trad 
hiik alt^ady brch called for, and it is also eopied ibto 
tiie SaiUi^'s Ma^zine, ior S«ptembe^ 183L The Hicta ef 
the toaae hsire bebn fitlly autbealicated^ and were veU 
known to Mr. JarMdiiii before b# bad any acqoatntatioB 
with th^ aathor. The ^larratite aifoHs soeli pJeasiilg 
iltastrations of the mysteri^es of a wiie and graeiaas 
Providence) the pokrer of the Dtrlne word, aad tlie 
ttfeacy of fervent> peraeverihg:, prayer; (suid is in otbd' 
respects so well eafl-ulaled to taslrott and to ed«fy^ that 
lio apology neM be made hr inaerting itnoarly entires 
After a few preliminary remarks dn the ways f^ 
Divine ProVideace^ Mriackaon thus piDceeds : 

** Tke ybotig tDsa mkoM ibiraoalaai ooavcMloo we ara. tkittlL 
jka relate^ ant) wboo we sMI, for oooveoltonce, catt Jaksk« ^mm 
bora ofpHtents decidedly^ piouS'— parents who devoted their oi^ 
ebild to the Lord, and said, with Hannah. <^ As long as be livero, 
li43 shall be lent urtto the Loi'd.^* WbeO the |^m of intfelleet b^ 
^B to uhfbid itself, they comifieheed tlMrft* pAreotal fa^lhudtiOIM. 
They were mindfiil to nip in the twi the (first sbooUof ob^)iaab|r 
aaA tMis6k>o, iMid instil and «herkb amiable Beotisiepts^aad hab' 
its i they taught biai diligently the way of the I^rd, and taUiid 
lo foim of the commandments of God, " when they sat in tbA 
WiVte, and wtoeti they Wa)k6d by the ?rtiy, trbea they lAy ddVrt^ 
and when they rose up. • ■ u;>f^ 

At eight years of age, Jaek indicated a serioustura of niii|d. 
This favourable omen raised tile bepdA of bH fMbb | Hany 



mH'tftim vA (t^lfitH it w*» H 'aBWtJew entreat, betriag ev«r7 
HMgakwg vitb it: tma, iMe^> M it jiweep an'*}' the runpiM^ 

o* biiDi till. »t iMt, Wit am* WW i^a tv j'9B*t wi "twj tuiuy 

ta6wrBipe*AMK Mpi- KpoiM (^onid ftavB appei/ed at » grc^lc^ 
AUmks from tbe kKigdeiD of CM ' 

At Uia eipiralwn ofliw lerFjco, itek had |>ecome a QODfirinei] 
infiM. AIUt«fM)n4u)g sonatina in f)uU,t|eiteteriBi[ied to Titit 
t#M(MM'- AACOrUioglj l|B wmntfrv^d bi^jourae)', aiul ultbougli 
hutracelied WithiiU ttiirt; mile* of Liie I'stfaer's bouee, lie turi|e4 
W, aiids to tarry for « BigbC - Ou bis arrival 4t Liverpool, lio 
engaged nith a c^ptaio who w^ bouod for Hev Y^rk. In 4 
(bait time tjicj aet wil j tfut not nauy d«yi e|apK<l befom Jiolc 
w^mIM BpoD to witiMM 4MmB,wbieb,orall utbera, wai la 
iin tbe most uopleasant. 

'Oyt.captiit) and niate, nbo were truly pious, vers accustom. 
alto nail tusetljirr, un tl^e S^batli diiy,«snuuij ortLemeif 
Moonld be aparod, for (be purpoiie of reli^ioui wortfaip, wbiclt 
tMiisled of Nqgiiig, readiog, and pcajmg. Tbis procedure. 
JaofciieaitAlail DottodBiwiniBftte HduniM. Hecurted and awor« 
hfttedj, asd many a huniiinl timea he wiibed himikElf 00 sbore. 
The (aptaio told liim, tbat oue regulaCioD of the ship wai, to finf 
ibr etspy oatb. At tbia remark. Jade fouad liiniieir annoyed, 
*ad,iiiUa heavy oath, ilacWed liiat he mi^btliue b'a blood aB<l 
Imhim ifba liked i be would do bis work a^ a >i>aD, but be would 
terabitovB Juty; obterving, at the tame time, tli«tbe bud lelt 
bane baoauae oC such niiaicnse, and be never inCanded to be 
phfWd and pe^tcfed witb it abroad. The oapUia caught oof 
mtniiit wbicfa drapped frooi tbe lips of Jack, — Ue kad Uflhoan 
htctauttfneh aoiueatt : tbis begat in his Qiiod a peculiar ftclr 
itfitewftrd* the tlioiigbt|e>^ ud wtlM"itKut joutb. 



tf. PRBFACEl 

Tbroogh the good prorfdenee of God, they got ««ie to N«*r 
York. Jack bad declared many times be woold Jeavd the siMp. 
But although he resolred and re-re«ol?ed, he nm^er ooaki mm* 
ter courage and power to go. There was a kiadstone ia tint 
ship, to which Jack was a stranger— there was a prevalency it 
the faithful pray^s of his parents^ with which he was Bot ac- 
quainted. I 

The time came when they had to return to old England $ tad 
Jack was in his place. On their return, about the second 8ab- 
lt>atb, Jack attended the religious services of the day« in a nHi# 
ner be had not been wont to do. During the remainder of Ih^ 
week, he evinced great concern of mind ; tind on the following 
Sabbath, he was fully conrinced of the error of his way, white 
the captain was reading the third Lecture of the Rev. Geot^ 
Young's •* Lectures on the Book of Jonah," entitled « Jonahs 
guilt detected ; " especially the folluwiui^ paragraph : — ** In 
numerous instances, thf effetts of sin fall not on the sinner alone, 
but on all who are cmrnfected with him. Ungi&dly parents often 
entail misery and shame on their offspring ; and, on the other 
hand, the crimes of children frequently bring down th© grey 
hairs of their parents with sorrow to the graven In like man- 
hei', how often do we see wicked husbands, brothers, or friends, 
embittering the lives of their relations, or bringing them to rtiin 
by their vicious courses ! How baneful are the e€ects of sin ! 
how wide the havoc which it causes, and the sorrows wbiohtit 
Spreads, in families, societies, or stated ! We cannot abhor too 
much, that abominable thing, sd hateful to God, and so rainoas 
to man. Let us hasten to escape from this worst of enemies, by 
believing in that divine Saviour, who came *to put away sin by 
tlje sacrifKe of himself;' and *who gave himself foi* us, that be 
hiisfht redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pe- 
culiar p<'op{e, zealous of ^ood works.' '" • .' 

• It was then that the ligiit of heaven struck the sinner witbi^ep 
tonviction. He was awakened to a sense of his real state;>)TJke 
yf'[)ravit_v of his nature, and the evils that had flowed from 'Uimt 
inon'opt fountain, were laid open to his view. He retired apart 
•and wept. O how gentle and' tender are the methods by w^hich 
God often reclaims the prodigal from his wftndeiing« in a fiir 
VioUritrv ! ' ' • 

• It was not by the termrs of judiijmpnt, that the subject of this 
fjanative was induced to lay down the weapons ol' his rebellion, 
which he had so long wielded against the Majesty of Heaven ; 
but rather, by the still small voice of mercy, ove*tioming the 
av(*rsionj5 of H heart wholly set upon the perishuWe olyeola4)f 
time and sj nse. The emo.ions stiuggHnjjj withi^r, could no kmf^^t 
be cof.cealed. Inward cohviction ufsin led to its external aiiian- 
donni<»nt. The ch.lhgr which toufc pUoe in the moral hauita^uf 
Jack, induced the captain tointtfri^gtite him in refefream^'to iiis 
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ftttily eoonectioBS ; whto lie made a fnnk c<MiieuibD| and told 
blfli) that be was born o( prajiog parentg, ralated the manaer ii^ 
which he was brought up, his associatiou with two young men 
ofdeisticaf JM'incipIes, bis leaving home, and the life that be had 
)^d since that^ime. This confessioD was made with sighing and 
weeping. 'Pheetiptain gare him suitable instructiona, anddiit^ct- 
ed him to the *^ LambofGod, whicb taketb away the sin of the 
world." 

In a few days^after this. Jack **found him of whom Moses in the 
hl^'and the ProphetV did write," to the joy of his soul. What 
a happy circumstanc^ The soul of a prodigal rt'stored — tlie 
MkA of an hihdei saved^-the'soot of a sailor^ on the bosom of the 
deep, converted from the enor of his ways ! This event would 
give joy to angels ; "for there is joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth ! Old things passed ;*way, and all things became 
new. Jack was a new creature in Christ Jesus. He ollen talked 
with the captain, in a very feeling ruttnner, of his parents, won* 
during whether they were deud or alive, as he had not heard of 
them fot more than six years; and \^ i3bed to be at liberty as soon 
^ tiie ship arrived, tiiat he might return to his lather's house. 
This request was readily "jrauted by the pious captain; for on 
his aiTJval In Liverpool, Jack was permitted to go home. 

t>u his way, his mind was variously exercised ; semetitnes 
^Aa aphit rejoiced in him, at the thought, that in a short time, he 
should communicate to bis distressed parents the pleasing intel- 
ligence of his conversion to God; anon, his mind was greatly 
depressed, lest on arriving at the destined spot, he should be 
under tfre painful necessity of dropping the unavailing- tear over 
their mouldering ashes. 

At the dose of the second day's journey, he arrived at the 
place of his nativity. On entering the village, he inquired of an 
old man who was ciossing the road, i! ^uch a person lived atthe 
high ^nd ; on receiving aii answer in the alHrmative, his liiearjt 
iSped for joy. He thought within himself; he would knock at 
tie door, and see if they could recognize him* 

■0n «ppro«ching the hou^Je, he heard the voice of devotion :r* 
St WH8{ his fatlier at prayer. Ho listened; and am(»ng other 
peliiions, heard ihe following: — '* O Lord! thou knowest where 
he is, who is near and dear unto v^y if alit'C, follow him with 
the strivings of ihy Spirit; and may it please thee to restore the 
-prodigal ajtfnin to ki» fntlier's houfe.'* 

Jack could no loaj^er forbear;-^ Uc knocked at the door; — his 
affectionate mother apfiOarcd^ — he rhrcw bus arms about lier neck 
and kmed her; his father, rijing from his knoes, embraced his 
Umg-lost child ; and with incxpfesslbkvfeelinjjfs of pleasure^ «x* 
dakned, "Thia my son was dead, aud is alive agnin; he wai 
lost, and is found." All were suffused With tears ; and every 
countenance bespoke the inward cuicriions of the heart." 



Atlli«elMe«flikii«prftliv«, Mr. lackaoti qjkwm |omm 
exceflent admonitiofis-^tn the Poblic — to the Support- 
firs of Seami^n's Friead SQcietjes— to Captains of Ships 
^«p4o Chmriaii Parent9->**|o Sailurv-P-and |o Ministers. 

The Author ii happy to observe, that, since these 
Lectures and Diseeorses were 6rat published, other 
irgrks, having the same object, have nia<e their appear* 
ance* Of these, the must useful, perhaps, are ; Sea 
8sftMONS (13 in number), by the Rev. George Borde?, 
M-publisbed b^ the Rbligioae Tract Society, at only Ua 
and. The Bbthel Flkq, conUinni«f dS Sermons >td 
Seamen, by the Rev. Robert Philip ; also a neat and 
(i4»€ap Volume. Within these few month^> another ^4'i 
umo of DiscuuRscs to Seamen has appeared ; and 
wiN be found bigMy interesting, as coming froii^ the 

!)en of the Rev. William Scoresby, V. R. S., fcc, &V., 
brroerty a Greenland Captain. 1 o secure for this vol- 
ume ^H extensive circulation, it also will require to 1^ 
ffipubiished in a cheap form ; the present price (66.) 
toeing too hit(h for the pockets of most S»au»«n. Tb^ 
same remark applies to thosie excellent works of the 
{lev. R. Marks, formerly an Officer in the Nayy; The 
E^TKOSPgCT, Th£ Ocean, and Morning I^Eoi'^AV 
TiONs; which, though not so much adapted to be read 
in public worship, appear emineiilly calcolaled to 
lissist Seamen in their private devotions. 

It is gratifying to find, thftt while there is suqtt.M 
iocTfiaae of spiritual food for Seamen, there is a cor- 
responding increntteof their appetite for such pcovJaii^(» 
Within the last twelve years, the number fk praying 
Seamen and devout Captains has vastly^ increased ; and| 
consequently, the practice of having divine service da 
board every Lord's day, has become far more general 
May the praclice, not only of weekly, but daily .w^tr 
ahip, continue to grow and abound, till every ship 
that crosses the seas, be like a floating temple^ conse- 
crated to the honour of God, and enricbeid with \!kf 
blessings of his grace ! - . . ,- . i 

Whitby, Dec, 1831. 
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LECTURE I. 

INTRODUCTIOK.— JONAH*8 COMMISSION AND FLIQQT. 

Chap. f. 1 — 3. 

THE book of Jonab, tboagh nambered witb the 
prophetical books, does not exhibit the same character,. 
bein^ more properly a history than a prophecy. It i& 
nut composefl of visionR and revelations concerning 
things to come^ nor of predictions and exbortatioiis 
intermin);Ied, as we find in the writings of the other 
propheU^ boi presents a simple narrative of a portion 
of Jonah's lift; and ministry. This part of his history, 
is more interesting to the church, than creditable to 
bioaself; and, as it appears to have been written with 
his own hand, we have here an instance of the faitlif 
fulaess of the sacred penmen, who, being guided by; 
the Spirit of God, and not by their owo spirit, record 
their own sins, without attempting to extenuaU their. 

B 



2 INTRODUCTION, [LeCT. I. 

iriiilt ; and delinfate llieir own imperfections and follies, 
vtliiout Irxinic to cover Ihem with a viil. Had Jonab 
Ui.eu acloaled hy the love«f iame, be would not have 
l^'ft u\inotioed the prophecies which he delivered re- 
specting the restoration of the coast of Israel, from the 
enterin&r of Hnmath unto the sea of the plain ; which 
prophecies were fu I filltrd in the days of Jeroboam the 
au^ of Joas^h, kin:| af iMi-ael :* bol, in writing his hook, 
lie ** conferred not with flesh and blood/' and, passing 
over that part of bis ministry, which might have served 
to exalt his character, he 6xes on that which displays 
hi9 temper and condact in |hf most anfavoarable light. 
He indeed records a most astonishing miracle wrooghl 
Ikio his preservation/ 5^t'he relates at'tttesamc time Ms 
shameful disobedience,^ which gave occasion to that 
wonderful interposition of Heaven, and sets forth^ 
iritbout disfifn'fse, his snbsequent ingratitude and peev- 
hihness. Al)d it wds not for J6nah*s sake that iha 
mirsicle' Was recorded, 'but forthie sake of a greater 
than Jonah ; this pttrt bf the prophet's 'histdry being 
intended as a s?^^n, or type, af tbe'burial and 'resurrec- 
tion of our jjlothiUs RediJem^h f 

Several Jewish writers, after fhcir manner, have 
clothed the history of- Jonab with-fbhles. Sdme nuke 
hinv the smt of the'wrdbw bf 'ZHrephath ; others, the 
^*hunamite's son ; of hers, the yout^g* prophet whom 
Elisha sent to anoint JtJbu ; while others ^suppose, that 
his father Amittai was the kame with' the good Ohadiah, 
who saved an hundred of the Lord's -prophds from the 
* 2 Kinfi^s liv. 55. -f Mat ^11.09, 48. xti. 4. 
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bUrndf .sw«rd of J^tebeL 18tl|ifi|^ift8idft^ Wmvh fHfikies, 
we Idciow .from better aathetity^ iihki, Hke Alic gruBl fico- 
ph^ft'ElijiTli flrnd/filtslia, be Mon^ H lh« kingdom 
oftbetenlrlbibs; aitdy Ibai, if %e ««b itoi eotenrifMirary' 
witb ihese pn>p4»et8,MheHTediStnd |irn(>biefeli«d=8oonaf1er 
their tiines.' * tte seenm to havebeieti 4bc V^aKkst of all 
the prepheiie wrtters^ notexceptiDg Anrroe, who lived > 
on^er Jeroboam Il> of the events of who^r rbign Jomb: 
propbened. WeiaUoileavB from aeHpt6y#^%baA Va waa- 
of Qatb^epiieeyor <sSitah-bepbtr^itefity intbe lot of 
the iribe of Zeboluo.^ ^a beWoged, tberafai%, to that 
dislrtd of CaaaiCn wbieb waa^mamad Gatttea: aftd> hence 
we aee, thUt the kiWdiooa T(r6ec4iofi wfkfidi ihe Jewa^ 
aiuMd al €brist» «Oot of G»yee itHsatb do pi^ophet/' 
waa'aa falefi aa it wea mUliieiQlia. 

Il . ia of Hiare impiorlane^ for lAy pr^seit p4H'^5te 
to obeerve, th^t^ aa Joniab bell^nged to that tiriba of it** 
rael which ^'dwdt at the baven of the «ea/' ao there 
18 perhaps no part bf the aacred writings more inter^v 
esticig io aeaknen than bis book. In the treaaiirea^ of 
aacred truth, which are intended for men of every elasa 
and condition^ seamen have a special portion asaigned 
tbem* Here are psalma> prayers, prophecies, and his«> 
toriea, all peculiarly calcalated for their benefit Well 
may tbey love the bible, for its divine Author is evi* 
dently a lover of seamen. The book of Jonah, particularly. 
ike first part of it, sets forth in a very interestitig form, 
the dangera and dntiea of a sea-faring life^ Let me 
tbei^ibre iavtie the attention of sailors to a portion of 
* 2 Kiogs xiv. 25, Joshua x\%. 13. 
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I that 10 directly caoecHis thfent. Yet l«t not , 
Dp|Hi«e, that tittj bivQ no ahkre in tbo tnrib> 
Mok. Some of it ie pecalierly adapted to the 
on of seamen, bat tke wbole, like Lbe acripltirM 
,')■ fitted by tbe Mewing of God to do good to 
in; " profitable for doctrine, for rtpreof, fur 
>n, for instruction in rigbleonaneu ; tbat (he 
God may be perfect, thoroughly forniabed unto 

works," Here are tome of the earliest dis- 
' divine mercy to tbe heathen world ; and here 
>ld the wonders of God'a [latienoe and forbesr- 
warda bis unworthy servant. While we revifif 
.es of his grace, may tbat grace apply onto our 
he trnths of his word, " to make as wise miln 
n, through faith which is in Christ Jesns !" 
!s 1, 2. " Now the word of the I^rd came 
nab the son of Ainittai, saying. Arise, go to 
h, that gmt city, and cry against it ; for Ihtlr 
less is came op before me." 
God of Israel revealed his mind to bis prophets, 
f "at sundry times," bot "in divers manners^" 
lea by the ministry of angels, somelimes in 

nr visions of lbe ni;;ht, and at other 'times by 
mediate sugt^estions of bis Holy Spirit. In 
if these ways " the word of the Lord came unto 
' we are not informed ; bat the com nnin tea lion 
;fa as left no douht that it was of God: and 
lis disobedience wbh the more criininsl, as be 
I against an express revi^ation from Heaven, 
ore we are acquainted with Ibtf mind of GuJ, 
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the greater ts bar gatU if we oifeud him: the servant 
Uiat knew his Lord's wtl]»Mid did it out^ shall be beaten 
lilb uHmy stripes. • 

The word of the Lord that came onto Jonah wa^i a 
<M)ninrtssion to gb|ind prtach against Nineveh ; "Arise, 
go to Nineveh, that great city» and cry against it ; for 
their wickednebs is rome up before me/' For some 
years, perhaps, the prophet had Uboured in his own 
country; now he i« "^sent far htnee unto the gentiles/' 
Ibat they might taste of" the children's crambs/' as a 
h»ppy presage of their fatoreadmistsion into the house- 
hold of God. 

The city of Nineveh, to which he is sent, was then 
the metropolis of the heathen world ; for Babylon, 
which afterwards rivalled and supplanted it, was yet 
of Rii inferior order. In point of antiquity, few towns 
eoold vie witti Nineveh : it was founded in the days of 
Nimrod, the first mighty conqueror, with whose king^ 
dom it was connected, and from whose son Ninas it 
is said to have derived its nanie.''^ If ancient histori- 
ans can- be credited, it was of greater extent than any 
eily ever known, not excepting Babylon ; for, by their 
accounts, it was sixty miles, in circuit, being nearly 
aiueteen miles in length, and above eleven in breadth. 
These dimensions are probably aot much exaggerated; 
it is called in chapter iii, ''an exceeding great city, 
«f three days journey ;" and we find from the close 
of this book^ that it cpntained no leas than an hundred 
snd twenty thousand infants: conseqaently its whole 

. * According to the aiarginal reading of Genesis z. IJ, Kim^ 
rod himself was the founder of Nineveh. 
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popiikiHofi moat haf« been immeftiiQi and was^rk^ipA^ 
equal to that of Liondon in ttie preient day, while 
the city itself stood on much more gfound tban onr 
melrapoliii. Tba situation of Nineveh, ^on the banks 
of the river Tigris, was pfouliarly deiighlfQl and 
eomtnodious; and, as in respect of rank and power, 
it might .be called^ like Babylon and Rome in. after 
limes, the mistress of tbe world, being the capital of 
the extensive empire of Assyria, so it excelled i^ll other 
iow4i8 in ptefaes, in magnifiicence, and in tb« strength, 
of its fortifications. The wails were an hundred feet 
high, and of vast thickness ; and were flanked with fif- 
teen hoodred towers, each of which roae to the height 
of two hundred feet. 

Unto this great city is Jonah sent, not to admire 
and celebrate its glory, but to proclaim its guilt and 
annoQtAce ita approaching ruin : " Cry againat it," says 
God, "^ for tlieir wickedness is come up before we." 
Great towns are generally noted fbr wickedtieeH. Re- 
tirement is jnoftt favonrable for the growth of piety and 
virtue ; and it is no small proof of tbe depravity of onr 
Balore, that wherever men are collected in large bo- 
dies, their morals ave lound to be cotrapted^ ioalead 
of being imf re^. Stamen, who are olten viaitiog 
pepttlnttfl cities, bare oauch seed to gaacd against tbose 
teniptaiieQs to vioe whiob ^hey asnally present 

The expreaaia» employed to deaerib^ the cbaraetar. 
of Ninef«b;» impli«»^tbat il ;was pre^^ouneBt in gailt, 
aSfVailM ifigrandeiiff; ''tbatf. wiekedoeas iaieemeup 
before me.^' All sin is before God, with respect to his 
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tfWMtieMnce) for^'ibe ey«tt of Ihe'Iisrd'AreiiB every 
plac», beboUiDH the evii^nd tbe^ goed;*' ^'ntiilMT it 
Uiereatty «featiipe4batie>Q9i*m#fit£Mitm bitisfghi; boi 
til tfaiogs arenaiied and<opffped;.to tbeeyet^eC bim «ilb 
wbt»«i ve h»ve.U.dp."* Tbeipbraet b«ere ueed niuel 
iAitmaile;lba,l. the wicfcednetat^ Nitieveb wb» peo«^ 
arljr etfeinsiYe to Uie Uely One vf larael : it b»d "oMie 
ftp before bim/' libe ibe sleocb of an epeh aepolcbre^ 
or like the naiieeoaa vapour ariaiiig (jMiMitbe bvmtng 
of a polrid careaae : '* tbese are a mnoke in my n^se^ m 
fire Ibat biirnetb all tbe daj.'^f IVitat vaa aaid eC 
Sodom and CyOmorrab, might «o« be ^ppUed-to Nine^ 
veb : ita $\a% wereaaf rievoua, ibatibey setii qp'ii lo«4 
cry onto God, like the votoe of Abel'-a 4ilQod« ealKof 
for TengeaAce on the? guilty i§." tbeir •wtokedneaa it 
come up 'before JUG, " t6 testify agaioati hem, J»id4e^ 
tnand their destraoii^*^ 

Yet the day «f Ntnc?eli'«'rtiiiir is notfnUy arrived^ 
and 4be. prophet ia tberelbre aent to " cryagatnat it/' 
wiurnring tbe: inhabitants of tbetr d*flger, and^eatttng 
tfatm ia repentanoe. He waa not aeol to torilient tbeta 
vilb^«aeloaa/orebodin«a:bf woe, by pp^cting oalam- 
itieatSbat.wiere inevitable: tbejadgino»taof God aiighl 
yet be>arverted bytaitiasely repentattee, and to* produce 
tkiaefieet waa tbe>grand objettof hU -niMaion^ Some 
y ears 'sfMr, .when ibis ciiy.bad fiHadoptbe 4tteaSule 
of ilaiailis, Nabklm wa««inployed td. pabiiah " Thk boti 
defifofi I^iiMevbh:*^ bol4io waaoioteommaiMlecltO't^vel 
thitber, to preach to the inhabitants ; (or tbM^waa the 
*Prov.KV.3.Hcbr. it. U.fUa^liv/5.f5G«ii.»viii. 20,21. iy. 10. 
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day of vengeance, when *' the wrath was comiBg o|»on 
them to the uttermoat.'' Bnt now there was space 
given them for repentance ; and Jonah weH knew, for 
he perversely made it the groond'of his complatnt, ^lat 
he was sent on an errand of mcfrcy, by him who is '^ a 
gracious God, and mertifol, slow to angc^r^and of great 
kindness." And since the wicked cannot taste the 
love of God, without being awakened to a sense of 
their guilt and danger, the prophet most *'cry against'' 
the Nioevites; proclaiming^ the greatness of their 
crimes, and the awfal judgments that were impending 
over them : and, knowing the terrors of the Lord, l»e 
mvst not only speak bnt ery to them, exhorting^ them 
with the greatest earn^tness, that they might hasten 
to escape ^om the wrath to come. To cry against 
Nineveh might seem an act of hosiility, but it was in 
troth an act of the greatest kindness. Let not those 
whose sins are reproved by the word, tount the preach- 
er an enemy, when he tells them the truth : rattier let 
them regard him as their best friend. To warn trans- 
gressors of their dang^, is not the most pleaeant fvart 
of a minihter's doty, but it is indispensably necessary, 
and must be done with faithfulness and earnestness : 
"Cry aloud, spare not, lift op thy voice like a trumpet, 
and shew my people their transgression, and the bouse 
of'Jac0b their sins."* Happy was it for Nineveh, 
that Jonah was sept to cry against it: the tbreatenings 
of God, as well* as his promises, bespeak the riches 

of his goodness* 

, .. : ♦ I$aiablviii. 1. 
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V«r..3. " But Jfpnah cote up lo flee onto TarshisU 
from tbe presence of the Lord, and went down to 
Joppa ; and he found a ship going to Tarshiab : so he 
paid tbe &re thereof, and went down into it, to go with 
them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord/' 

When Jonah received his commission, he prepared 
ibr exertion, but not for service. He rose up, to go 
from home; but it was to perform a vojage to 
Tarshish, not a journey to Nineveh. Disliking the 
orders given him, he was " disobedient unto the hea- 
venly vision ; '' and, instep <>f travelling to the Assy^ 
rian capital, as the ambassador of Crqd,. he resolved tp 
desert his^ service, nay, to flee from his presence. 
Jonah could not be so ignorant as to^ imagine, that 
there was any part of the globe where the eye of om- 
niscience could not see him, or the arm of omnipotence 
could not reach him. He was intimately acquainted 
with the psalms of David, as appears from his prayer, 
and therefore must have known those sublime senti- 
ment3 q( the jisalmist : " Wbitber shall I go from thy 
Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? If 
I ascend up into heaven, thou art there ; if 1 make my 
be4 ijp bell, behold, thou art there : If 1 take the wings 
of the.iQQrning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea; even there shall thy hand lead me^and thy right 
hand shall bold me.''* To escape the notice of God, 
or elude his controul, is impossible. Recollect, my 
sea-faring friends, that the eye of the Omniscient 
beholds you at sea, as much as on shore; and in 

* Psalm cxxxix. 7—10^ 

c 
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Mgn psrta, as much hi in jionr own canntrj. "Am 

^ God at hand, laith th« Lord, ftnd not ■ God kfar 

. Chn any hide himieir in *ecret places, that I aball 

4|«ee him ? saith the Lord: do not I fill heaven and 

^ b F saith the Lord."* But, thoni^h Jonah coaM 

"" oot of God's sight, he fled from hii special 

ence ; from that land where God peculiarly dwelt, 

where bia prupbeta and priests miniatered before 



s bard to aay, what was Jonah's predse object in 

mpling to escape from the land of Israel. If be 

isolved to disobey the divine mandate, might be 

i well have remained where he was i Perhaps 

mcied, that if be were once out of that coaalr; 

e God was specially pretient, that " valley of «■• 

" the word of the Lord wuald no more come to 

; or, at least, be sbq^ld get excosed from going to 

veh, and some other prophet would be sent in bis 

I. Such ideM may indeed appear foolish ; but bis 

^uct on this occasion betrayed a degree of infiatDa- 

, and cannot be accounted for on any ratiankl 

eiple. 

'halever were bis views, bis condoet was wholly 

cnsable. He could not complain that he waa t^rt 

^heathen and distant land, while he was volaatarily 

^donipg bis country, to associate with the heathm 

i remote corner of the earth. He could aqlt 

Jet lo the dan^rn of the enterprise, while he w«b 

lly nisbing into greater dangers. He does not 

* Jeremiali ziiit. 33^34. 



plead, like Moset^ ht0 incapiicity for the work, Dor 

attempt to offer toy excuse before- the Lord ; but ao- 

swera the sommons from heaven by a precipitale flight. 

Indeed, the chief motives to this act of rebellion were 

such as he might well be ashamed to own ; for in the 

last chapter, we learn from his own mouth, that he 

fled to Tarsbish, because he knew tbut God was mio, 

gracious, that he would not at this.tim^ execute on 

Nineveh the judgments which Jonah Wf» commanded 

to d«ooance : and, therefore, he was afraid that, if he 

went to predict these judgment^, he would be regarded 

as a folse prophet. But was his own reputation of so 

ranch account, as to be laid in the balance with the 

preservation of so many lives, and the salvation of so . 

many sinners? Would hC'Consign to destruction the 

moat pc^nlous city on earth, rather than run t|ie risk 

of eDcoBnterjng reproach ? But indeed, his fears on 

this head were imaginary, and the very reason that 

induced him to rebel> ought to have operated as a sti- 

molos to obedience. Was it not a higher honour to 

be a herald of mercy, than a minister of vengeance ? 

Was it not infinitely better that his labours should 

issue in the salvation of the Assyrians, than in their 

destruction ? Had Jonah been sent on a service pecu« 

Karly mortifying, it would have t>een criminal foe him 

to have spurned at the authority of God; how much 

more when his mission was truly honourable,- and likely 

to prova sQccessful ? Re was appointed the prophet 

of the gentiles, and he ought to have magnified his 

office, like the apostle of the gentiles, that he might 
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provoke bis own breibren to emulsit^on, and mi^ht 
save some of them :* for, if the repentance of Nineveh 
sbould turn to tbe reproach of Israel, rnigbt not this 
be eihployed as an argnmeni with the latter, to ronse 
tbem from their gross stupidity, and torn them to God? 
Yet, in spite t>f all these considerations, whieh ought to 
have made Jonah's commission desirable, he refuses to 
accept it, and shamefully runs off from the presence of 
the Lord. There are times when it may t>e said even 
to Qod's honoured servants, ** Ye kn6w not what 
manner of spirit ye are of/' How widely did the tem- 
per of Jonah, on this occasion, difl^r from that of Paul, 
who in the view of bonds and afflictions, could boldly 
say, "But none of these things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry which I have received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God ! "t • 

To escape the more eflfectnaHy from the sifHice 
assign^^ him, Jonah resolves to cross the sea^. Many 
liave gone to sea to avoid punishment; and many, like 
Jonah, to be exempted from disagreeable do ties. Let 
us not choose oor profession, nor regulate any t>f our 
affairs, in the spirit of caprice and folly; mtieh leas in 
the spirit of perverseness and disobedience ; but yield 
to the calls of doty, and follow the leadings of Provi- 
dence. Never enter on any enterprise, withoat seek- 
ing clirect ion from above; nor move otie step to any 
iindertaking, where you cannot look for the blessii^^ 
*Romansxi. 13, 14. +Act*xx.'24. * 



of tbe Lord, '* In all thy way* aekiriowkd^iB ym^ and 
be sball direct ihy paUia.'^* 

In pursuance of hia desigii, Jonab repairs to Joppa, 
wbteb vas'Doton tbe coast of Zebokiabaton thatof Dan, 
and lay considerably to ihesoulb of Jonab's reatdtfice; 
Ibis porfc bdng: probably preferred, notf beeaaee it was 
nearest, but because it vas tbe priacipal* part in 
llsrael for foreign trade, wberea passage to Tarsbisb 
was of course most likely to be obtained, ^opps, 
fortn^ly called Japho, and now Jm0'a, waa a place of 
considerable note, and higb aittiqalty. /Some antbors 
have carried the date of ita t^rection bayond tbe delng;ey 
and adorned its early bbtory witb fictions, f It is 
%ell known as tbe scene of several Iransactions 
recorded in scripture, and as tbe bavt:a wbere a great 
pdrt of the merchandise brougbt to Jerusalem was ifn- 
ported* At present, its liar bbur. is mean, tta inhabi- 
tants are few, and some ruinoos walU and towers are 
the ofiiy vestiges of itaanokjitfgraadenr..' Thitb<G(r'Jo- 
l^b went down, ^itb a view to embark Jar Tarsbisb. 
Wtil^ne this bitter place was, is very unc^taki : samd 
make it Tarsus in !Cclioia';8om^ Cadiz, or Tartessa^, 
in Spain; and Mtmit, Tonis,or C^artbageyonthe AfVican 
eoaat, where the ancient Pbmntclana Ranted colonies : 
vfUiie others consider Tarsbisb nierely as a name for 

the sea ; and, according^ to' tbem, going to Tarsbisb 

♦ ' ' ... ■ , ' 

mea^iatbasam^ thing with, going to sea.§ I^ossibly 
the t^rm might be applied to any foreign and distant 
port/ and ahipa trading to foreign : coontries, wbich 

5<f Proverbs iii/6. fPIin. Hist. Nat» 1. 5. c; It^. HfercJaiin Jona'm. 
§ This is St. Jerome's Opinion* Hieroo. in Jonau. 
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^«re DMMlly the lancest Mjpa, miglil be cmlled shipt 
of Tarshisb, id opposition to amall cooHng Tetsels.* 
It was of little moment to Jonah what port he sailed 
for, provided it was sufficiently remote from the land 
of Israel. 

When men are wanderings from the path of dotTi 
God sometimes throwa obstructions in their waf, to 
shew them that they are wrong; bat proridence, instead 
of checking Jonah in his mad career^ seemed to favoor 
his purpose : for, on his arrival at Joppa, he foond a 
ship taking in goods and passengers for Tarshish, 
and, it would seem, jo»t ready for sea; so that he 
immediately paid his fare, and went on board, congra- 
tulating himself on having met with sach a favour- 
able opportunity. We must not flatter oorselvea that 
oar designs are good, becaase providence appeara to 
concur with them ; for God may throw temptations in 
^r way, to try oor faith an^l our obedience. We 
ought, indeed, to observe the openings of proYtdence, 
seeking to be led in a right, path ; boi never left as set 
God^ providence in opposition to bis word, nor fancy 
that opportonities for sin 'ean warrant os in oomnitting 
it. It was not a kindness, bat a chastisement to Jonah, 

* Bitber the word aiiist have beea used in some soofa genertl 
sense, or it must have been the name of more places than one ; 
for there were ships that sailed for Tarsliish from Ezion-geber, 
a f»ort in the Re^ Sea ; 3 Cbron. xx. 36. Solomon's navv of 
Tarshish, or foreign-bound navy, traded principaltv to Ophir ; 
and Jehosapbat's ships of Tarshisb were destined for the saaie 
trade ; I Kings ix. 26*28. x. 22. xxii. 48. 2 Cbron. viii. 17, 18. 
Tet Tarshisb occurs in a list of particular countries or places, in 
Bzekie] xxvii. 12; Perhaps it was tbe aiime of some noted dis- 
tant port, bat came to be used as an appettative 5 in the 
way as Pkarusp and other ancient names. 



■^ 
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that he was allowed to execute his parpote with ao 
moch facility. Had he been detained aooie time ti 
Joppa, or compelled to wander to another port in 
quest of a vessel, the delay might have produced rc^ 
flection, and reflection might have brought him to m 
sense of his folly. Things that are done raahlQr. are 
often ill done, and the rapidity of Jonah's movemaota 
seems to have kept him from taking a aerioiia view of 
his preposterous conduct. 

As the vessel was bound to a distant port, the fare 
for the voyage would be something considerable^ ytcft 
Jonah readily paid it in going on hoard. Many will 
expend, to please their own humour, what they would 
not part with for God's glory. The lusts of men are iar 
more expensive than the service of God; and many wiH 
give large sums to gratify their pndeand their passions, 
when nothing could persuade them to make thcaame 
sacrifice for the extension of Christ's kingdom. The 
prophet was not a man of that temper, yet, now that he 
was wandering from €rod, he too paid for his folly; and 
perhaps what he gave for his passage to Tarshisl^ would 
haye more than <l«frayed his expenses to Nineveh. 

Having paid his fare, he went down into the ship, 
among the seamen, and the other passengers to Taii- 
sbish, if there were any other. In fleeing from the 
presence of the Lord, and the company of his people, 
be got into society very nnfit ior a. prophet of Qoi,: 
for though the ship's crew were by no oieans of tkfi 
worst oharacter, they were ail worshippers of fali^ 
gods, ilith whom he ought not to have associated^ 
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except with a Tiew 16 their conversion. He woold 
not go to Nineveh tb preseh to the heathen; and now, 
iu fleeipg; to Tarshish, he herds with the heathen, and 
becbmes a witness: of their idolatries, and, in some 
Mem%t ^ sbirer in their crtoies. Soeh as shun the pstb 
of daty, run headlong into the way ef sin : such as 
despise the privilege of comoiunion with God, and. flee 
irom bis presence, are very likely to have fellowship 
with the workers of iniquity. . 

AH should b^ citrefol in thechoiee of their company, 
bat especially those who go to sea : (or at sea you can- 
>not change your company, nor avoid the society of 
fthose who wbuld injure yoar souls. When aeamea 
have it ia their power- to. select, let them always prefer 
ithos^ flitaations and eaonexinns which are most favoor- 
jible to their spiritual .interests. Captains will find 
it an utispeakable advantage to have crews that 
fear God ; and in like manner, sailors will find the 
same advantage in being under the care of religious 
^aptftins. Even passengers, when they have oppc»r- 
itbnity , should ^ake care to choose those ships in which 
God is feared and worstiipped, in preference to those 
Jn wliiiih bisi laws' are disregarded, and bis name is 
4>lasphfemed. Thereistoo mSch danger of forgetttog 
•Godat sea, under any circumstances; but the danger 
.is doubled, when a voyage is performed with a wicked 
drew. Yet, brethrtii, if such should be your lo(,4o 
not 'imagine that you will be justified, or excused, in 
adopting the fangaageand copying the manners of ibase 
with whom you sail, or in yielding to the temptatioiu 
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with which thej may assaalt yoo. Resolve to serve 
God, though joa should be alone in his service; and, 
if yon meet with sneers aod reproaehes on account of 
your religion, bravely encounter them all without 
shrinking: " For consider him that endured such con- 
tradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds.''* Such as laugk at religion, 
and make a mock at sin, ar^ the teal fools ; such as 
stedfastly cleave nnto God are the excellent of the earth. 
There is no madness equal to that which ruins the soul; 
and the greatest wisdom is to be "wise unto salvation.'' 
Mj brethren, let me further remind you, that no 
companion that can be with yon at sea is so bad as an 
evil heart. If your worst enemy be within, it signifies 
little what company yon have without. 8eek, then, to 
have your hearts renewed by divine grace. Seek "t« 
be washed, to be sanctified, to be justified, in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." 
'^Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God."t WHhoot this renovatisn of nature, 
yon cannot be truly happy, either on land or at sea ; 
you can have no S(7fid peace in this life, and no firm 
hope of life everlasting. But, if" Christ dwell in your 
heart by faith," rf his Holy Spirit abide within you;. 
tfien, wherever you go, and whatever may be your 
company, you wifl enjoy a delightful communion un- 
knawn to the world ; for you will be abFe to say in your 
nreet experience, "Truly our fetlowship is with the 
WtMifT, and with his son Jesus Christ." 
*• Hebrew* xii..3. f John iri. 3. 



LECTURE II. 



NIB OVERTAKEN BY TBE BTOKH. 



Chap. I. 4—6. 

. " Bat Ihe Lord aent ont a great vind into 
i there «bi a mighty tempest id the tea, k 
ip was like to be broken." 
inah ttaa deKrting ttie service of hia God, 
iting to flee frrnn hit presence, prDvideDce 
t first to Torirard his desijjiis. He found a 
>ppa, ready to sail for Tmrsliish, he was ta- 
fd as a passenger without dels;', the vessel 
after with a fair wind, and be Battered bim- 
le prospect of a qaick and pleasant vojage. 
m we expect to prosper in sin? Jonah sooi 
lis cost, thai it Is an evii jnd bitter thing to 
I Lord. 

iphet was a disobedient serrant, bat God 
Is who never rebel. All the elements art 
; the storm; wind fulfils bis weird ; and no* 
ind is despatched, as « swift messenser, to 
bring bdck the fugitive. Among the fabled 
ireeea and Rome, there was a god of the 
posed to have the pover of coDtrouling 'and 
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directing tbeir moiioDS, of sending tbem forth and call- 
ing tiiem- back : bnt ibe Lord is the true God of the 
winds ; " be bringaib Ibe wind oat of bis trsasnriea^" 
to east it abro&d on tbe face of tbe earth ; and again, 
he " gatherctfa tbe wind in bis fists/' to lay it op in 
bis storeboose.* Noting in natnre is less under our 
power than tbe wind :. it is like tbe dew or tbe rain, 
** that tarrieth not for man, nor waitetb for Uie sons of 
men.'^ Indeed, it is not only beyond our controul, 
hot almost witboot tbe compass of our knowledge ; for 
its natural causes have never been fully investigated; 
This we know, however, that tbe winds are entir«»ly 
governed by the Omnipotent; and from whatever point 
of the compass they arise, and whether they come 
in gentle breezes or furious Masts, they receive their 
commission from the supreme Ruler, and are sent to 
fulfil bis wise designs. Remember, seamen, that the 
winds belong to God: to him you are indebted for 
prosperous gales; and it is his yoice that bids the 
itorm arise, and again commands it to be still. Re- 
collect too, that as the winds and the storms never 
blow by chance, so they never come but for some im- 
portant end. Think not that God will leave the ele- 
ments to act at random : he assigns to every storm its 
appointed work, which it can neither miss nor exceed. 
He says to the wind, as well as to* the sea, *' Hitherto 
shalt thou come, but no further.'' 

Whatever may be tbe laws of nature that regulato 
tke wind,, that God who establisbed these laws- can 
« Psalm cjdviiU 8* c&juv. 7. Pirov. xxx. 4. 
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ami H rarj Ifcem at bti pltBnn; ; and tbs atrant; 
I, whioh be lent \m pnraait «f JMafa, majr be oalM 
traatoral. Tbaahip ll«4 pnttoaaa wirti a favoM- 
breess ; tk« mariacra, geMrally AiVtA ih diMeiv- 
tbb Am or tba ak;, M« Ha ajmplonw of an af- 
eking atorm ; Ub atsto of the -Weather Ud Ibetn tt 
:i^te a proaperaua Vayage : bat ecarce) j b»4 Mief 
■jght of the harbonr, wben tlie akies be^an to 
r, and the viadi ta Tags; and benee tha sea, Which ! 
but gently cnfflad, now T<mt wiUi a t l ii mJ ou* 
I. Somatlmea «oninaliena oiay ba oheciTad In 
Kpfv rcgiona of Ue air, itbHe •ethmg of the kind 
It beio* : bat tbia »ind be«t on the faea of Uk 
n a> if it bad b«aa caat " into Uia au ; " an that 
iiifeta ««re kadd«n and tvrrible ; » IbeM «Ba a 
hiy tempeat in t>be aea," the *avca tMt4 niaoB>- 
I high, and the caaaa «a> agitated to iba lovoit 

be teinpeat ws« pcauKariy directed against tbt 
el tliat carried Jatkab. PerfaapN ia a«Mc fiarta «f 
HvdHerrantan tha «li»d wia tnodriraUi, but wlWft 
Tanhirii ahip «aa aailing it M«» a tnirricHe: 
i theatotin nnted .i^ its fur;; lieretht Ibr^* «f 
Minda «aa cnnoentnttd } " so that Hro »tiip VM 
to be braken." The Hebi-<« phrase it, " the Mf 
^/U to be bi«ken i" it saemtd uiftUe*tsMl itMtir 
the indignation of God, and was ready lt> bnik tft 
es at the toiish of hia alimglity IimmI. Th« sDene 
, was now witiMssed Inait have bee* ttuly tarrtia. 
I loud wiada blew vkh ikcr^aaiag fiacctneaa ; the 
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svctt'mg IhUo#8 roM bif^ker aftd hif bcir ; tbc ship, tess- 
«(i OB the heaving ocean, was moynting iowarda 
brav<>«i> and aboq daaccnding inio Ui« det^p ; whilt the 
foertiing aiirj^o was bow aad then breaking over her, 
atid tbreateffting to overwhelm her. The trembling 
bark aeems ready every moment to founder, or go to 
pieoca : the aails are torn» the masts and yarda are 
splitting or breaking, the rigging is giving way, and 
ib* whole vessel, vielefitly strained, looks as if it would 
iaslafiUy borst asonder, and part into a thousand frag- 
ments. Such scenes, asy dear seamen, you have often 
beheld. Oft have yon Been " the. works of the Lord, 
•IkI his wonders in thu deep.'' O that you would learn 
to admire and fear^ to praise and serve him ! Does 
not the foaming of the wavea, raised by '' the Mast of 
hta nrostriis," remi»d yoa of bis fierce wrath against 
tiie workera of iniquity ? Does not the howling of tho 
tewspest Bound in yo«r ears like his drtodfol voice ? 
'*Stand in awo, artd din not" agamM « God ao glorious. 

y#rS¥s d> 6. " Then the ntriiiers were afraid, and 
«rsrd every maM to his God, ti»d cast forth the warts 
that were in the ship into the ssa> to lighten it of them: 
but Johah #38 gone down into the sides of the ship, 
and ht lay, and Was fast asleep. So the shipmaster 
catne to him, and aiid ontb hhn. What meanest thou, 
OaWeper ? Arise, call open thy God i if so be that 
€dd will think upon uS| that we perish n6t«" 

When the knariners were piHtittg to sea, their 
praap^ota wcrd ^ii*, and their spiHis wars elevated : 
IniI •4^> bo# great tha Miaafe t thoy are full of 
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jr and alarm. How moUbleiitlnaUleof mtn! 
ng the sea or lire, we onen find the most bril- 
ipecU darkened by aadden atonna of adveraity. 
MijoymenU are at beat uncertain ; and, of til 
ora are the most expoied to the viciuitudeiof 
ey are " in jeopardy every hour ; " " in deathi 
)r all men, therefore, they are moat nrgentlj 
a life of true religion. 

mariners were afraid :" and well they mighl; 
npeat tnost needa alarm, not only inexp^ien- 
iitiera, hut the mo«t hardy and resolute sea* 
ised abont by the fory of the tempest, while 
in^ deep was CTcry inatant threatening to de- 
m, they felt themnelrea on the verf^e of aa 
orld,and saw Ihe king of tcrrora advancing 
them. There ia aometbing frightfal in the 
of death, even in the moat favonrable oircnm- 
and the tboogbta of pwiabing at aea, where 
ainks in the wavea, while the soul ii hurried 
lity, moat alrikt terror into the boldest beart. 
> sting: of death iasin. " Where ain ia pa>^ 
ar is in a great measare anbdned, for death 
} real or permanent harm ; bat bow lantent- 
• case of the gnilty wretch, who ia overwhelmed 
by the waves of the aea, bat by tbn weight of 
fimes I How appalhng is the view of death, 
[io is planging into eternity and«r a load of 
at will " drown him in deitruclion and 
I " What is it l« link onto the bottOB «f 
in comparison of sinking into the halt a mini 
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pit ? What 18 it to be cast into the oeean, eom pared 
with beinu; cast into the golf of woe, the lake that 
bometh with fire and brimstone ? My brethren, if 
yon would face storms and dangers without fear, go 
not to sea onder the burden of guilt ; give yourselves 
no rest till you obtain the pardon of your sins, through 
the merits of Christ's atoning blood; that, "being jus- 
tified by faith, you may have peace with God, through 
eor Lord Jesus Christ \** and that, when dangers sur- 
round yon, and death stares you in the face, you may 
trust in God as your shield, and " rejoice in hope of his 
glory.*' He that has listened to the "still small voice" 
of the gospel of peace^ and accepted the offers of salva- 
tion through Christ, need not tremble at the loud voice 
of the tempest^ though it should sound like the trumpet 
of death, summoning his soul into the eternal world* 
But if perils overtake you in a state of guilt, what must 
be the consequence ? The immediate prospect of 
death, judgment, and eternity, will awaketi the sleep- 
ing conscience, produce the most bitter reflections on 
the past, and excite the most dreadful apprehensiona 
for the future. Such was now the case with the 
Tarshish mariners : they felt themselves sinners : their 
own hearts condemned them ; and the light of nature 
taught them to look for a judgment to come, while it 
furnished no knowledge of a Saviour, presented no well 
grounded hope of forgiveness, and held out no prospect 
of a blessed immortality, fiut if, in such circum* 
stances, distracting fears arise in the breast of a 
lieathen, what must be th^ feelings of the more guilty 
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tio hsB sparned at the afftn «r retkeniin; 
itn nndtr foot the blood of the Son of Gad, 
despite unto the Spirit of gr>e« i Ah ! what 
lOTse, nhat keen tnguiih, *hit inexpreBs'ibla 
iDst seize the gospel-despiier, when he ffndi 
inking into endtesa perditlon.^irrecoverablf 
le paiflH of bell already attack him, and thi 
at never dieth begins te gnaw his heart, 
fon wer« wiie, that you nnderslood this, thit 
I consider yoor latter end '." 
iT has often a ■alulBrj' inflnence, and the 
he mariners led them to devBlion : for tkey 
i tbemsetvea to prayer, acearding to tf»»ir 
it; "they cried e*ery m»n unto hia God." 
christians who neglecl to pray, are worse 
heatiien ; for prayer, espeeially in timea of 
I taught by Ihe dictates ofnaiaral eeiiscienre. 
t a God, he is worthy of adoration; and, if 
erctea to bestow, or judgments to inHict, it ii 
G should hambly approach his threne, to so- 
me, and deprecate Ihe other. The Tarshish 
earned, from the light of nalure, the doctrine 
idence, and the daly of prayer; and now, in 
of danger, tbey send np their earnest suppit' 
iwarda heaven, begging for deliverance with 
I. Sinner* are often driven to their duly, hy 
r danger, wbeti no other principle could faare 
elfeet. Perhaps the mariners bad not long 
en cursing and Maapheming; for many will 
en they are in aahtjr, and pray when tbey are 
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in danger. Alas ! how can such men expect to be 
heard « when ihej lift op their cries to the God whom 
they blasphemel There is somethinj^ base and ongen- 
eroQs in the idea of indolting and neglecting God when 
we are tasting his goodness, and seeking him only 
when we feel his anger. If yon wish to be welcomed 
at the throne of grace in time of need, approach it often 
in the season of health and comfort. He that habitually 
converses with God in prayer, will find him a present 
help in trouble ; and those who make devotion their 
daily employment, will find it a sweet resource in diffi- 
culties and dangers* Yet it is well, if men are brought 
onto God, though they are driven to him by his terrors, 
rathef than constrained by his love. Alas ! there are 
some whose hard hearts have scarcely been affected 
even by the most awful dangers: nay, shocking to tell! 
8eamea have been known to blaspheme amidst the 
horrors of the storm, and to pour forth curses while 
they were almost in the jaws of death ; as if the impious 
wretches would bid defiance to the throne of God, and 
rebel before the very judgment-seat ; as if they wished 
to anticipate the language of the pit of woe, and breathe 
the air of hell before they reached it. ''0 my soul, 
come not thou into their secret ; unto their assembly, 
mine honour, be not thou united I'' 

The mariners '' cried every man unto his god." 
Though they traded to the land of Israel, they caine 
not thither to " buy the truth,'' but to procure the gain 
of this world :. they were ignorant of the true riches 
and glory of that land ; for they knew not the God of 

£ 



r tbf b1«Hiing> dT bii eovenatit. Tine Word 
cj a«a!£n'Btothe*hipi»f Tarehisli thb btoninir 
ig convent onto CTo'd,* bat Ibis sliip of Tir- 
Tnanned With idolaters, «bo had "^'o(l6 mail} 
many i*^ a^d who gave to those dtimb idols, 
ginar} deitiea, thfc bo'nonra 'vbitb belong Id 
of heaven btid earth. It would seem, that 
'e aboat a'a inanj gods woratiipped on the 
as there Were Mariners oh board, Yor evfcrj 
I unto bis own god. Pef baps they Were <^ 
tribes or cilices, each having pccoiiar deitiea; 
ery heathen tiation followed polytheism, ereo 
> were of one nation had an abundant choice 
, and each mm addrMsed bia prayer to tha 
n he rancied to b« his tutelar deity, or from 
I had most hopes n{ relief. Bleaaed bv God 
g;iven ns the knowledge of himself ! " To ni 
<ut one God the Father, of whom are all tbingi, 
1 hitn ; and one Lord Jeaoa Christ, by Wfaom 
lingR, and we by him."f We have a God, iQ 
wer and wiadom, goodness and hithfnlneai, 
always confide; the "God of our aalvatiod, 
e confidence of alt the ends of the earth, and 
that are afar off, opon the Bca."§ " Call npOD 
says, " in the day of tronble ; I will delivM- 
I tKon ^hjlt glorify me."} Such ia oDr-ex* 
vilege; and if «e seek not this all-Baffideilt 
the hour of danger, the heathen will riae np 
neiit with as, snd condemn ns. If British 
X.9. i'l Cor. Till. ^'6. ^PsalmUv.5. JPnliMl. IS. 



it will h^ Quor^ |oier%||||e \t\ ^h« d^Wf 9^ J9^|fin^*t for 
the a^meD of Tyre ni)^ 3i4ftqi ^jl|e «^iki«d, qf T%r- 
vbisli en4 Opthir, M^a^ii for Ih^m, 

While the mari^iew piiycd for ^elivpraqcf^ <bpy <Ji4 
irbat they couW to pro^qre itj f^ ^(»ey ijghtfDfd t)i^ 
(llip, tM ^feo inigfct 1^ in leM ^nctr ?rfP9l>fllf«"»f[^8[i 
The bleseioga of Go4 are c;o|q|npnly r^^iyec^ io fbcf 
pee of fueeoe; end w^ Qply iosqlt bim, if f^ pruy 
for thoee l^leuiRgPt ▼ith^jqt leipplayiRg ^^le jnean^ 
Adapted te eMftin theqi. If th¥ l»M9^<lni>?Q pc^^l^^ t9 
eollivet^ bis field#« k^W ce9 U« prefiioie t9 pr^y for aq 
ebiiqdael harvef t ? Tbe thtngfeta of G^d's alj-epffici^ 
tmej, mad. the premieee of. bif eid> insl^ij pf ipdooiog 
baWte of elelb* eb99ld e9cePF?gP oar f^f^r^ f^ irell 
ee ear prey ore* Wb^^ P^pl« in bia pi&rjloiys voyeg^ 
to iUode* }md jE^fepred bie c9iiipaBioiis that Gpd woal^ 
l^fcieerve tb# lives of ell qp bo^rd, b^ ^ol<l ^^^^ immer 
dielely after, tbat this coi^ld ooiy be doi^p, thropgb the 
skill Mid eiiertioDs pf tbe seamen ; *^ Jpixctpt tbesp 
abide ip tbe ship, ye cannot be saved."^ , go it J9 ^so 
in apiritaal matters. We canaot copsijBien|)y,.pray fqf 
iiolineasy'wbjie we are peglfoting tbe means of gr^ce; 
and the hope of ei(p^riencing tbe epi^ratjona of thp 
Holy S^t, opgbt npt to reU^, but siipiplate oar en- 
deif^Tonre ; ** Work opt ypar pwp salvation witli ie%f 
Bmi trembling: fpr it is Gp4 wbi^b worl^etji in you, 
,bolb te will end to do, of bis gopd pleaepf ^/'f 
. Uie meltiod employed by tbe ee#men fpr tt^ej^ 

* Actf #vij. «^l. t PWijNNW *i- 12, 13. 
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preservation^ was to tbroir part of the cargo 
board: they "east forth the wares that were in tl 
ship into the sea, to lighten it of them.*' They hai 
promised tbetnselYes large profits on tltose wares, al 
the end of their voyage ; yet now they are willing 
part with them, to save their lives. It is a true aa; 
ing, thoagh it was uttered by the father of lies; <ii 
that a man hath will he give for hia life^^^^ II wi 
lietter to sink half the cargo, nay the whole of it, tl 
be sank by it to the bottom. Of what service are 
most precions goods to those who are on the vergr 
eternity? Nay, they are worse than useless, when 
are mining their owners. Too often have rii 
brought destruction on their possessors : many bi 
they sunk in the depths of the sea, and many more 
the gulf of perdition. O that men would Set s pro] 
value on their best life, the life of their souk } and° 
off those worldly attachments which would ruin tl 
for ever ! " What is a man profited, if he should 
the whole world, and lose hts own soul ? or what 
a man give in exchange for bis soul ?"t As iiatliti 
on board was so valuable as the lives of the oeaatK 
and every thing else must be sacrificed for their 
servation; even sb, nothing in man is so precioaa 
his soul, and all the concerns of the body, and of 
present world, should be deemed as nothings eompi 
with its salvation. Is natural life so highly prised, 
shall eternal life be set at noiight ? that sil mi 
and especially seamen, who are so often • hoverkig^ 
*Jobii4. f Matthew xvi. Sd. 
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the brink of an eternut mot\d, woold give etrnest heed 
to the interestt of iti«lr immortal sooU! Ah ! how mad 
m the eonduct of those, who rain their sools for ever, 
to enjoy the pteasares of sin for a season ! 

But where was Jonahy while these things were 
passing in the Tarshish trader } One woold bate 
expected that, tike Haul in a similar case, he woold 
have l>eeii the most active and conspicooos person on 
hoard ; that he would have been directing the views of 
tfcw sailors to the God of salvation, and making them 
acqoalnted with his doctrines and promises. Bat far 
etherwrse was he now occopied : ** Jonah was gdne 
down into the sides of the ship, and he lay, and was 
f»si asleep.'' Before the storm arose, he had gone 
below, and tyinr down in some retired part of the ship, 
he f^lt asleep ; and was so fast asleep, that neither the 
roaring of the winds nor the dashing of the wares, 
nettber the tossing of the ship nor the cries of the 
sailors, bad awaked bim. Perhaps he had got little sleep 
frMh bis leaving Gath-hepher, till be came on bdard; 
and hence, his mind and body being tmth exhausted, 
be ^n into a deep sleep, when be lay down to rest in 
the vessel. Yet his steeping at this time can scarcely 
be excused ; for* it shewed that he was little concerned 
ab^nt the wickedness of his conduct in running off 
fretn CkNPs service. One wouM have thought, that 
liift'aiiiricfy on account of his disobedience and dis- 
graeefel fligbt, woold have kept him awake, or at leaat 
b«ve lilvvented bim from sleeping soandty. Of all 
men on board be bad Most reason to be awake, and 
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W be empk&y t i in prayer ; jel lie cmly is (m«t atle^ 
nhiie all the rest are tmling aad praying. U ioo often 
happens. In pnbUc caiamilies, ibat ibote whoee atm 
bare procnred ibem are least affeeied vilh tbem : Um 
most gailly are often tbe meet teonre. Lei na not 
eoont sncb insensibility enviable: it is tbe vorst ef 
eurses. Ab ! bow many sinners sleep on in carnal 
seeority, in spite of the loudest warnings, and ney« 
awake, till they lift op tbeir eyes in bell ! It wan nel 
Jonsb's happiness, bnt bis misery, that he was new 
asleep : and it was a riierey to him, and to all op boardi 
that God did not soffer him to sleep on, till he 90i 
they had sonk beneath the waves. 

While we condemn the thoughtlessness of Jonah* 
we cannot but commend the laudable concern of the 
shipmaster for the welfare of those entrosted to his 
care. Missing his Israelitish passenger, who had m^ 
appeared on deck since tbe commencement of Ihi 
storm, he went down to seek him ; and Jfindii^ hm 
asleep, be calls him up to engage in prayer. Tbe iSM* 
dnct of this heathen may fornish a lessen to maif 
captains who are called christians. Every raaaler if 
a ship shonld consider bis crew and passengers as liil 
family, and feel it his duty to attend to their bent kh 
terests. He has not only tbe charge of their 'b^dSiM^ 
but, to a certain extent, the charge of tbeir soob ; m4 
may do mnch <br promoting their spiritnal and elerwii 
good. Ab this Tarshish captain( called op Joaak %$ 
pray; so sbevU every eaptain enoonri^ P»9cr» ail 
tbe reading of the holy sersptnren, on board bin 9ki§^ 
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By siting €»«j)teiiiiiioe to rdigbn, tnd setting liit 

he& ftj^mst ail ffiannM* «f proAMeotm anil iramoraliljr, 

a miifl^ may be «iiiiiientlj losefol, by tii« blessiog of 

God, in edifying the good« and reclainiiiig tlie vicioflB 

^ tbtffightllest. It ift tlio interett, as well as the dhity, 

of ell «fioer», to encoaraga p«ety «ad virtae among 

those who are ander them ; iar the kiter w\\\ be iiinii 

dttlifbl and faitbfd, in >proportianasthey an Hnpreaacd 

^b the fear df Ood^and aeqaainted wilb Ae ^oolrines 

ttnd duties incdtcated in fans word. Wbeo maafters 

eoontenance swearing ratberifaan praying, and flranfc- 

ennera and disorder instead «f sobriety and doconnp, 

it is no wonder if tbey ifind Ibemsehnes despised and 

disobeyed. IVacb men to fewr Ood^and tbey will fcbeii 

Tespeet their strperiors^-and befaitbfal to tbetremphiyefs. 

The reproof which Jonah reeeiml from tbe cafptain 

was ttsry just and seasonable; ^Wfaat meanest tboo, 

O^ieeper? arise, call npon thy God ; if «o be tbtft God 

will tbirlk upon as, Ibtft we perish not.'' 'How eihcU 

imfly does sin degrade as [ Jonah might ha?e been 

reproving tbe Kinei^ifles, tbe lords of the world, and 

«di]ionfdhing the -king of Nineveh himself; but now, 

having deserted bis daty, he meets with the reproofb 

'tff a beatb en seaman . Yet 1 1 was good .for th e propbot, 

tb^ God sent him this seasonable rdbiike, even throagh 

•tbe^nfoolb of a 'heathen ; as it served to brings :him to 

«his iretises. W^^ll might the master expostulate with 

^^onah on the' madness of his insensibility : " What 

meanest 'tboo,0' sleeper ?" ' Art thou alone indifferent 

ibmit^tfae wnlth tif^H^aven^and the approach of deaths 
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Art iboo only withoot m God, wiiiKnit rtligioB } Whit 
.meanest tboa by ibis strange aneoncera ?' "Arise, caU 
upon tby God ; if soibe Ibat God will tbink apoa ni, 
ibat we perisb not/' 

Probably the master knew, or saspected, tbet 
Jonab was an Israelite ; and as, in trading to Joppi) 
lie might bear something about the greatness o£ the 
God of Israel, be might expect that Jonah's God wooU 
prove snperior to the gods whom he and bis crew hti 
heen adoring, and woold be better able to help thea 
in this extremity. He therefore exhorts the drowsy 
.prophet, to arise and call upon bis Crod, in the hope 
that be might have mercy upon them. Amidst difficul- 
ties and dangers, it is good not to let go our hope; for 
where despair enters, exertion is at an end. The cap- 
Min's prospects were dark in the extreme, yet a ray of 
hope faintly shone through the gloom. Escape was 
next to impossible ; yet, who coold tell but that Um 
God who raised the tempest so suddenly, might at 
qaickly still it? The deities already invoked bad reo' 
dered no assistance, yet relief might be obtained freni 
Jonah's God. "Arise, call upon thy God ; if so be 
that God will think upon us, that we perish not," The 
.words in which his hope is expressed ar^ remarkable; 
/' if so be that God will think upm us.** The same 
kind of language »& often used by the people of God, 
to express their humblo expectations of his merc^ 
Thus Nchemiab prayed ; "Think upon me, my Got 
for good :" and the dying prayer of the converted m«r 
lefactor was ; " Lord, remember me when tboa comest 
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Nilo iby kingdom.'^ If tile Lord bave gimoiow Utoaglito 
l»«ard« Q», and rMBMubcr at wiik IIniI (kvoiir wbieb 
l» bears anto bis people, all sbaN bt well. We mast 
»«t prescribe to bim aay partkabr plan of operalien, 
bti> kare it to biansell ta aecoaiplisb our delirerMMa 
ia bit o>wn way. 

Tbe faepe» of tbe skipmasUr were far Iroai being 
•aafnine ; there seemed to be no mare tban a posaibi* 
bty af escaping; and yat be urges Jonab to pray» 
thoogb the prospect of succetis was Extremely faint* 
A bare chance of deliverance appeared sufficient to 
warrant tbe most fervent prayers, and most strenaooa 
eflbrts. O that men were as eager for the salvation of 
their immortal souls ! Did the gospel merely Btate« 
that peradventure we may be saved by coming to Jesus^ 
even this would justify every possible endeavour to 
obtain a redemption so invaluable. How inexcusable 
then are we, if we neglect this great salvation, while 
there is not merely a possibility or a probability, but a 
foil assurance given us, that he who believeth shall be 
saved, that he who coroeth unto Christ shall in no wise 
be cast out ; and while we bear the voice of a redeem- 
ing God, beseeching us to accept the offers of his grace, 
proclaiming to lost sinners, " Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely !''* What meanest thou 
then, O careless hearer of tbe gospel ? Arise, call upon 
God, lest thou perish for ever. Shake off thy spiritual 
sloth; awake from thine unwarrantable slumbers; and 
flee ibr refuge, to la} bold on the hope set before us. 
aMark xvi. 16. John ui. 16. vi. 37. 2 Cor. v. 20. |tev. xxii. 17. 



34 JONAH OVERTAKEN, &0. [LeCT. II. 

Is not the lalvation of tby soal at stake? Is not eternal 
life freely offered thee? Art thoo not hanging between 
life and death ; ready to fall into everlasting perdition^ 
if mercy prevent not ? Why then despise the offers of 
infinite love ? Why refuse to flee from the wrath to 
come ? reject not this great salvation, procured by 
the blood of the Son of God, and generously granted 
without money and without price I " Awake, thoa 
that steepest, and arise from the dead, and Chri^ shall 
give thee light.'' 



LECTURE III. 

j6nah*s guilt detected. 

Chap. I. 7—10, 

Yen 7. ''And thej said every one to his fellow. 
Come, and let qs cast lots^ that we may know for whose 
caase this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the 
lot fell upon Jonah/' 

We may figore to ourselves the consternation of 
Jonah, when he awoke and beheld the horrors of the 
tempest, while his own conscience told him, that be 
was the man who had provoked the wrath of Jehovah, 
and whom this righteous judgment was so fiercely 
parsaing. No doubt he complied with the captain's 
wholesome advice, and prayed earnestly to his God 
for deliverance : yet his prayers appeared to have np 
more effect than those of the heathen sailors; the storm 
was sent to arrest him, and bring him back, and it 
would not abate till its object was gained. 

But, though Jonah prayed and made confessioii 
to God, he did not as yet acknowledge his guilt to the 
people on board : and now they fall upon a method of 
discovering the oause of the storm, that something may 
be done, if possible^ to appease the wrath of offended 
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Heaven. The light of naiare bad taagbi them, to 
view the calamities which fall opon mankind as paniah- 
ments inflicted for sin; especially those calamities 
which are sadden and striking, and which homao 
agency has no share in producing. Sooh sentiments 
are natural even to the most untutored minds. When 
Paul and his companions in peril had been shipwrecked 
at Melita, and a viper started up from among the 
slicks which they bad thrown on the fire« and fastened 
on Paul's hand, the natives instantly concluded, *' No 
doubt this man is a murderer, whom, Uioogb.he bAth 
escaped the aea, yet vengeance soi^retb n#t to li¥«.'** 
They supposed him to be aome notorious cfimMMl, 
whom an offended Deity bad marked out for desiruc^ 
tion ; and who, having narrowly escaped from ^ne^ 
tiiinister of vengeance, was now overtaken by aii0ib«r. 
In the application of this principle, mistakes m%y mm^9* 
times be made, as in the instance bow quoted, and in 
the case of Job, whose unparalleled trouyes wet« sup* 
posed to have been sent for some enormous criioea i 
yet the principle is just upon the ^(boie ; nat4ural evU 
is the fruit of moral evil, and heinous sinaara frequiuitif 
punished with remarkable judgments^ Since, thttrer 
lore, the tempest that pursued Jonah was so extr^oc* 
dinary, both in its rise and its effects, the Tarskiab 
tnariners naturally jndged, thi^t some, one on boa^rd bad 
grossly insulted the majesty of Heaven, aikl iNroogbl 
down upon them the weight of divine. vengeanoe^ 
Under this impression, the seamen roaotve oa 

«AotoxAViiL4. 
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tR4«avMHriiig to fiod out, who was the tiiiner, and wbal 
wai tb« uo> tliat had invoived them ia soeb awfal 
dangers* This was a laudable resolutioo.. Timea of 
afflktioti and peril are proper seasons for Relf*exami- 
ftatioa : men ought then to investigate the causes of 
the divine displeasure, and particularly to inquire after 
their leading sin, thai Jmiab which would sink their 
•ools, that it may be utterly cast out, to prevent their 
ruin. Our hearts and lives must be seriously and im- 
partially examined, as in the sight of God, and with 
earnest prayers for bis enlightening grace* " Shew mo 
wherefore tbou cou tendest with me/' " Search me> 
O Gi}d, and Know my heart ; try me, and know my. 
tbtftights I and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way evei lasting."* 

In resolving to inquire into the cause of their 
trofidile, ibe mariners are unanimouH ; and in such per« 
iU anantmity is of no small importance ; many a gaU 
lani ship has been lost, and many precious lives have 
batn thrown away, through the want of anion among 
lb« officers and crew ; for, while some adapt one plan, 
and some another, it is no wonder if confusion and 
deatruction ensue. Whether this proposal originated 
Willi the eaptain, or with some other person, they all 
fM m with it as proper and necessary. It would seem, 
tbal none of them suspected himself to be the guilty 
person. They were all sinners, and the consciousness 
of gnill was sufiicient to awaken their fears ; but per* 
luipa none of them bad recently committed any flagrant 
« Job X. 2. Ptalm cxzxix, 33| 24% 
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crime, which could be aapposed to require some sigDil 
judgment. U is of onspeakabie moment, amidst afflic- 
tions and dangers, " to have always a conscience void 
of offence, toward God, and toward men.^ "Beloved, 
if our heart condemn os not^ then have we confidence 
towards God/'* 

The method proposed for detecting the guilty 
individual, is the casting of lots, a practice which was 
not uncommon among the heathen, and which, in the 
present case, seemed highly expedient ; for since Ibe 
storm was evidently the work of Providence, it was fit 
that the discovery of its cause should be sought in the 
decision of Providence. The casting of the lot is aa 
appeal to God, as the omniscient and righteous judge, 
to decide, or make known, something which is beyond 
the reach of our understanding, or which we volunta- 
rily refer to his determination. It was often used 
among God's ancient people, as well as among Ibe 
heathen, to stop or prevent keen debates ; for " the ki 
causeth contentions to cease, and parteth between the 
mighty :" and its decisions, when fairly procured, wert 
submitted to as the decrees of Heaven ; agreeably to 
the declaration of scripture, ** The lot is cast into tiM 
lap ; but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.^l* 
We find it employed in affistirsof the greatest weigM; 
as, in the division of Canaan among the tribes «f 
Israel; in detecting the guilt of Achaii^and that of J 
than ; and in the election of Saul to the throne 
Israel, and of Matthias to the apostleship. § 



* Acts xxiv. 16. 1 John iii. 21. f Prov. xviii. 18. xvi. 
buaxviu. 10. vii. 16-18. 1 Samuel x. 20, 21. Actsi. 24-34L 
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eaaling of the lot, therefore, is to bo regarded as aa 
ordinance of Heaven, which most be observed with 
all doe solemnity, and should never be prostituted to 
aoy vain or frivoloos oses. Upon this principle, cards 
and dice, with all games of chance, must be condemned, 
as b«ng profana.tions of what is sacred. Independent 
of the spirit of gambling which they engender, the 
waste of precious time which they occasion, the on- 
hallowed passions which they call into exercise, and 
all the other evils which follow in their train, they are 
criminal in their very nature ; for, in all games of 
chance there is the casting of the lot, in one form or 
another, and thus a solemn institution of God is de* 
graded into a childish pastime. 

It was not for a frivolous purpose that the Tarshish 
seamen resolved to cast lots, but to discover whose sins 
had occasioned this awful tempest, that means might 
be employed to avert impending ruin* And having 
taken this resolstion, they carry it promptly into effect; 
for in the present alarming crisis there was no time 
to lose. In what manner they cast the lot, we are 
not informed; but it was cast fairly, and God,^ to 
whom they appealed, condescended to point out th^e 
troe author of their sufferings; for " the lot fell upon 
JouiihJ* We are not to expect, that God will always 
give a similar decision, whenever he is consulted in the 
same i|iay. This case was extraordinary, like the 
danger that produced it, and is not to be drawn into a 
precedent, which we may copy. It is not for us to 
pry into the secret purposes of the Eternal^ or attempt 
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to extort hpm btm ppottmatimir rovtlaiiont. TIm 
patb of dcty it to bt foond by tbe light of bis mmii 
ratbtr tbwi. by. diraot appoolt to bia providoftco : aaal 
Iboogb tho lot may bo oaed in varioos eates, to prevent 
9tMk, wo have no \rarra»t to eanploy it for dotetUog 
evimliMis, or diacovoring laloro evonla ; and were wo to 
apply it onto oocb porpooca, wo oottM not bo joolifiod in 
oxpetting tbo aame inklliblo doeiaion vbiok waa gimi 
in tbo oaao of Jonah. 

Gieat moat bavo been tbo propbel'a oonfoaioo, 
wbtn bo waa marfcod oat aa a person obnoxiooa to 
tbo wratb of God^ and wben tb^ eyes of alt on baard 
ww% fixed on bim aa tbe anibor of tb^tr <kinf«rt. He 
migbt bavo saved them tbe trooMe of easting lota, b^ 
oandidly acknowledging bis gntlt at tlie firat ; bot,- as 
ia nanally tbe eaae, be wouM not eDnfess his sin tBI- ht 
waa compellod* Now, however, when bo was detested 
by divine providenee, he does not attempt to cover bis 
transgression : his own conscience says to hhn/ 
^ Tboa art the roan ; " and he atands as a condomned 
criminal, hnmbled and confoonded before God,' aad 
before bis companions in peril. When he fted from 
the presence of the Lord, he had llattei^d himself, 
that bis shameftil dereliction of daty would be onknorwn 
to the strangers into whose company he might tbrotr 
liintself ; hot he is sadly disappointed ; bis goilt is pub- 
licly exposed, and he is covered with shame 4iRd esa- 
fusion. 

' Doubtless there were others hi the ship who is 
manx respects were greater sionors than Jonah 3 y^ 
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he it 18 wbom ^e ilomi piirs«M, ftocl on wham the lot 
falls. God IS more displeased witb the sins of his owq 
children and servants, than with those of the anregen- 
erate ; at least, his own people are more likely to feel 
the weight of his rod, when thejr presume to depart 
from him. Strangers may be left to themselves ; hot 
aiien any of bis owti family desert his service, be will 
takeeare to pursue them, and bring them back. ''Tha 
Lord knowetb them that are bis ;" and» having more 
mercies reserved for them, and more work for them 
to do, he wfifi arrest their progress when they are 
wandering from bis ways. And since their transgress- 
itons are more inexcusable than those of others, it is 
fit that, in bringinj^^ them back to himself, he should 
make them to taste the bitterness of sin : " You only 
have t known of all the families of the earth ; there* 
f)re I wilt punish you for all your iniquities."* Yet 
let not the uni^odly suppose, that the Lord will over- 
look their crimes. Does he expose the guilt of bis 
own servants, and Visit their sins with so much sever- 
ity ; and shall the wicked pass unpunished ? Think 
not, careless sinners, that yon can escape bis justice : 
''God is angry with the wicked every day;" and, 
tboiigb he fortieair with you for a season, '* be sore 
your sin will find you out" at last, unless you repent. 
'* His hand shall find out all his enemies, and his right 
band shall find ouft those that bate bim."t 

Vcr. 8. "Then said they unto him. Tell us, we 
pray thee, fo^ whose cause this evil is upon us : wbat 

* Amos iii. 2i f Num. xxxii. 29. Psalms vli. U. xxi. 8. 

G 
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i« tUne oee«paii(Mi I ^uA wk^nm «»mesl Ukni ? vImI 
)• tby ,€Qmiir> ? «a<l of mbaX p^t^t art thoo }*' 

Here we mu;Bi again Gomn^nd tbe condiiGt of Um 
marioera. Wheo the lot fell on Joaah» Uicy did mI 
forlbwitb aiiack. lum wUh abusive laogoage, dot leal 
bim with execraUoipSy oor talk of heaving bim ove^ 
board, as the author of their aufiehngs; but tb^ 
calmly inquire iato bia offimce^ bia omploymjeBU mi 
bis country. Humanity mast be shews eveo to the 
worst of criooinals , especially wben their guilt bsi 
not been fully ascertained ; and these men will do no^ 
thing to Jonah, until they have invesiigaled the natoit 
f^ bis crime. They proceed, therefore, to questioa 
bim on the subject ; for, as he waa a stranger to thea 
all, they must learn the particulars of his guilt from 
bis own mouth. As Achan, when the lot fell opoa 
bim, was exhorted by Joshua iq give glory to God, 
by a full confession, even so is Jonah urged by the 
seamen to make an open acknowledgment of hm sin. 

The first qoestiop put to bim seems to indicatei 
that they were not quite aura that lie waa the guilty 
individual ; " Tell U9, we pray thee, for whose cause 
this evil is upon us/' 'Art thou it^de^d the criminal 
whom the vengeance of Heaven is pursuing; or most 
we cast the lot a second time ?' Perhaps, the prophet's 
appearance and manner betokened unusual gravity 
and goodness, so that they were loath to believe bin 
guilty of any flagrant crima^ and were willing to think 
that the lot bad fallen on the wrong person. Bat the 
passage may be better rendered ; " Tell us^ we piay 
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ihm, f0r 'Wkmt emue, •t m ^kHt atet>un$; ihk evil is 
Dpon n»." Tile lot ImhA itiwrk«d bim ool us the crimi- 
nai^ ftiid they wish i6 Icikhp the' fi«t«re of bis erinie : 
' Wfaorefpre » this tenfipe€(t parsutitg thie I What hast 
Iboo done to provoke the 'wrath of the Deity ?' 

Before Jonah has time to ref»lf, several other 
questions are asked at him ; the saitors being aH eager 
to- kncm the utmost oonoerning him. Some ifi^aire 
after his employmeiil^ " What is thine oocupattod V* 
Seme demand an aeeoant of the pkice where he had 
last resided, and haii oommilted the erime; *'Wh«nee 
comest ttioQ ?'^ Oth^rs^wonld know the place of his 
nattfitj ; '* What k thy eowntry ?" Whiie others are 
desiroQs to learn to what nation or tribe he belonged ; 
" Of what people art thotf ?'^ It was of importance 
for them to ke acquainted with his profession, country/ 
and religion; that they might have a better- idea of the 
natore of hie offence, and of the God whose anger he 
bad awakened. Perhaps they suspected him to be 
some Ctialdean or soothsayer, some eastern magician, 
who had provoked the* Deity by presamptaous, cruel, 
or impious rites. Or they might fancy, that he was 
revolving in bis mind some diabolicat scheme, which 
bewislied to execute at Tarshish; and that this Was the 
reason why Heaven would not suffer him to proceed 
tbitber ; a notion whith his retiring below by himself 
might seem to countenance. At any rate, a know- 
ledge of his history and character might help them to 
detemnne what waste be done with him, and by what 
means deliverance was to be s^oght. 
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.*Hert let me rwmark, h«wever» Ikal men ue.lot 
ept to form retb jndgnmnU eoMMtnog iDdiyfdi««j9» tr 
cofteeite oaworlhj^ prejedkesefaiMit Ibem, oe eceuuitt 
of ilieir eeonlry or emtr»etioB« Notbieig can be more 
nnreasonlible, tbaa to y'lMy aed ii^uli a feraoa, Jbap 
eavae it bat pleaaed ProvideBce that be-abeuld be^ero 
in one apol of tba eartb ratber than aaotbiBr* He nte 
doea net make bimaelf eontemplible by bia *e«n «eii» 
duct, ne? or let bim be deapiacd- ff f hie eoontry^ 8aa*> 
men, who have aaoeb iptereeerae with ftN-eigneiti 
aheuld beware of speakieg difrespootfoHy of anjr na* 
tion or tribe, and aboold never nui down any peraeo, 
becauae of the place of his eativity. Our hi||h privikges 
as Britons, ought not to eberisb pride, bet gratiliide ; 
and while there are many nationa who demee^ oar 
compassion, we have no right to treat them with arre- 
gancy or contempt. All men are our brethren, par* 
takers of the same nature with ouradvea; iur-Ged 
*' hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to 
dwell on all the face of the earkhy and htUh determined 
the ttmee before appointed, and the bounda ^ -their 
habitation ."'*^ . . 

No less unwarrantable are the prtjndices entert^ed 
against particular professions, and the aotipatbiea los 
often found to ex^st between persons of different e<^ 
cppations. Jn every civilized <;onntry there mtMi be 
p<spple of various professions; some employed on ibt 
len4» eed. some on the watery; some pursiiii^ .one 
boskaofts, and aome another,; an4>. like the dtftereet 

♦ Actaxfji, 2^ 
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Members of the faody^ ibejr all ooottibole in Mieir ««vf- 
ml epberes to promole the i^eaertl good : beoeej m 
^* ibo -eye caimot say janto Ihe^baiKl^ I bave no need 
of tb«e ; nor tbe bead to tbe feei, 1 bave no need of 
yuii/' to men of one ocenpation have no ri^it to vilify 
tbooe^iofanolbtt. If a man's profession be lawfal, and. 
iP^be /uifil its doiies with .iate^rily and propriety^ be 
deed netbe asbanied of it : and if any one count his 
Qvii trade or employment more honourable than others* 
let biin express bis sense of its value, not by contempt 
for bis nti|(bbounH but by gratitude to God. The 
tendency of oar holy religion is to break down every 
** vail of partition/' to destroy all those animosities 
and. prejudices wbtcb separate man froui man, and to 
unite iiMinltiud into oue i^rand.and blessed family. 
. Ver. 9, iO« " And be said unto them, 1 ain an 
Hebrew -^ and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, 
which bath made the sea and the dry land. Then 
were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, 
Wby basi tbon done this ? (for tbe men knew that 
he fled from the presence of the Lord, because he had 
told thom.)'' 

Jonah kwi eaose to be asliamed' of his behaviour, 
bnt not 0^ bis extraction, his employment, or his reli- 
gion; and be is ready, ^n these points, to give a satis- 
fisotory answer to tbe questions that were asked. In 
regard 1^ bis country, he was of no mean nation, for 
be' was an Hebrew : not indeed a Jew, for he belonged 
to Zebulmi, not to Jndab $ bnt an Hebrew, sprang 
from those, gieat. pf)trian>bo>. Abraham, Isaac, and 
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J«€tfb. tie was of tbtri peeolinr pco|>l«, vben God 
bud honooi^ed abo^e i^l nations; tboagh his prcaeat 
oomiuet iH oorrespomied wrtb hm boii««rable btrth. 
U\9 profeatioB was no leaa respeotable; for b« waa a 
servant of the Grod of Israel, oneoffoia prostata: **l 
f«ar Jehovab, the Gfod of bea?ni, who hath made the 
sea and the dry land/' In these words; be declafei 
at once his occupation and bis religion ; ior indeed 
they were both the same : hia religion waa hia bosinesc 
Religion should be the chief emptoyment of ail man- 
kind ; bnl it is in a peculiar manner the boaineaa of 
God's miniatering servants. Jonah waa employed in 
fearing the Lord, that is, in honouring and aerving 
him ; both as one of his true worsbippera, and one 
of hisholy prophets, who ministered before him. 
^ In giving this account of himself, Jonah not only 
replies to the questions of the captain' and crew, bat 
a^s at their spiritual inatruetton. White be tella 
them his profession, he performs one of its impCHrtant 
duties, by making known to them the glories of that 
God, whose he was, and whom be served z ** I fear 
Jehovah, the God of heaven, who hath made the set 
and the dry land." The mariners had been crying 
every man onto his god, adoring dumb idola, the 
works of men's hands, or the creatures of their fanoy: 
they had been caHing on their numerous imaginary 
gods' of the heaven, and gods of the earth ; goda of the 
winds and elouds, and goda of the sea; for their noteos 
of a Deity were mean and contracted : but Jonwli tells - 
tlhtm mf the infinile Jebovab, who mada^ the beavea • 
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tiui the earth, th^ s^ tnd Um 4ry land ; itfliose oinni- 
potenl arm supports the universQj and whose voke all 
nature obeys. He is the God of heaven, who holds in h w 
hand the winds and stonns ; the God of the sea, whos/0 
breath lifts tip the sweliidg waves, and who alone f^ 
atiU them ; and the God of the dry land, which the 
affrighted mariners cannot reach but by kv^ perr 
mission. 

This description of Jonah's God not only serves 
to iastrnot the seamen, bnt to aggravate the offence 
of the rebellions prophet ; fqr, as we see in the tenth 
verse, he acknowledged with shame, that he b^A fled 
from the presence of this gtorioos Jehovah, who now 
sent a furious tempest to arrest him. Some think, that 
Jonah had mentioned his oiTence when he cmne on 
hoards and that the sailors had then miuie light of it, 
and did not recollect it till now i but the close of tho 
tenth verse seems to be a sopplement to the ninth, 
and speaks bf what Jonah related now, rather than 
of any thing which he had said before : such supple 
ments being not uncommon in the abridged nariatives 
of scripture history. Had the mariners be^ previ- 
oosly informed of his crime, they would naturally have 
fixed on him, as the author of their trouble,, with out 
waiting for the decision of the lot : but Jonah bad no 
inclination to. confess his gqilt till the lot felt on him* 
It was now^.when he wfis condemned by tke ^voiee of 
Providence, as well as by hie own oonsciencej tha^t 
be humbly acknowledged his. shameful behaviow, in 
deserting the service of his glorioua God* 
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On hearings Jonah's eonfession, tlie mariners wvra 
fltraek with the ntmoat terror : they '* were afratt " 
when the storm arose, hot now they " were ex c e e di ng ly 
afraid;'' for they found, that it was indeed the messen- 
^r of divine vengeance, and that the God who sent it 
was vastly superior to any deity whom they had hHlh 
^rto known. They said in their hearts; '*Who hftMe 
to stand before this holy Lord God ?" "Who knowetll 
the power of his anger ?"^ C^nSeioas of their owa 
goitt, particolarly in their having jnst now rendered 
onto other gods the glory due to his naftie, they treia- 
bled at the thoughts of his wrath, of which they already 
fi^lt the effsots ; being persuaded, that he whose nn^ 
pursued bis own servant in a form so dreadAil, would 
not fi^H t6 take vengeance on his enemies. 
- In the midst of their alarm, they expostolate witfi 
the prophet on the madness of his conduct: '^'Wtiy 
hast thou done this?" 'Why hast thou rebelled agalt^ 
thy Grod, aud attempted to escape fi^om h\iti wfio 
made the sea and the dry land ? What could temfl 
^hee to awaken his indignation ? And if thoo 'i^st 
resolved to brave his fury, why hast thou exposed at 
to the same perils ? Had it not been for thee, instead 
of being surrounded with terrors, we might haYe beea 
prosecuting bur voyage in safety.' To these efxpiiistQ- 
•lations Jonah could make no reply; 'he felt iH^ 
justness of this rebuke, and received it in humbla 
silence. When' we have deserv'cd reproof, let us no* 
tiy in the face of our reprovers, as if they Were oat 
♦ l'Sam.vi.20. Psalm xc. 11. 
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MMdies; bat rather thank them for their kiodnets in 
reviinding as of oor sins, and learn to profit by their 
talotary admonitions. 

The seamen had good reason to complain of Jonah, 
for. involving them in snch awfoi dangers, by his re- 
bellioocafaiBst 6od. Liitb did ha thinks nken be was 
embarking with them, what mischiefs he would occa- 
sion. In nnmeroos instances, the effects of sin fall 
not on the sinner akM»e>'bat'ont all who are connected 
with him. Ungodly parents often entail misery and 
Aivme ela tMr 9ffiipiing ; and, ew the oHier hand* tha 
^ifl^ea of obildreD frequently btitoi^ down the gray 
hAirs of ihfcir pe^apta with sorrow to the gfave. In 
Uift mMiMtTj bo,w often do we see wicked huabands, 
bjisAherq, or (ri^iub, embilte^iijig the lives of their rer 
latton^ or briag^g them to ruin, by tiieii: vicious 
4<MifseaJ Eow baneful are the fruits- of sin.! fi|ow wide 
lAie imv9p which, it causes, and the sorrows which i^ 
l^iwada, in CMiiilie^ societies, and states I We cannojt 
ahhfi^.lpa^MMih that i^bor^inable tUing* a^ hjMefut tp 
.€«d*Mftd ao ruinous t« mau. l^t\^ us.baaleo to <;scap^ 
bmm t^ii, wo^ of eneipiei« by believing in tU^t diving 
SayriQiVft w^ cftudo " b> pqt away sia by the sacri^ce uf 
.hioMi^'' dod. "Y^ g^ve bimaelf for us, that h« might 
redeem os from all inji^ty, a«d purify untp himself 
>fl|iciiUfut peopViir aealopt of good i^orks^"^ 
• ^ ♦ Hehk i«v,M. Tltttsiik V3^ Uw 
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LECTUEE IV. 

JONikB'S PUMISHMEMT AND MiRACCLOUA* • . 
PRBSEaVATIQN. 

Chap. I. 11^17. 

* Vcr. 11, la. " Then taid they onto hm, ¥»* 
fthall we do onto ihee, that the sea may be calm «it» 
ns ? (for the sea wrought and waa iempestiioaa;) Alrf 
he said unto them. Take nie up, and cast^nelftrtb JM 
the sea, so shall the sea he calm unto yon i fop I kilov 
that for my sake this great tempest Is npon yoo^ ■ 

The mariners had discovered the cause -of Ufecif 
tronbles ; and Ihta was an important point galneiit M 
something more must be done to escape Impeoiitog 
ruin ; for the sea raged as much aa befoi^^ aifd the 
fury of the tempest was tiot abated. A settae dPew 
lost state is a good step towards salvation, but it li aA 
salvation itself: and many have feltconi^iona nf^ 
who have relapsed into a fatal security, inalevd rf 
fleeing from the wrath to come. 

Since Jonah had fled from the aerVi^ ^ bin €b^ 
the seamen might natoralty aappose, that the beat mf 
to obtain deliverance from their present dangera irtt 
to land him again at Joppa, or put him ashore on tba 
toast of Syria or Ciliciaj that he might retarH to hit 
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vork s haii mi ktio«ii% wittkl coarse lo «il<i^, ihey 
ask advice al l9ie prophet bimaelf. By his honest con- 
feMMie, be had become hie own aeeoser^ and thej are 
wiUtiif^ to make h^ bii own judge ; cspeeiaily a« be 
BHufat be expected to know, by the apirit of prophecy, 
what netfaod aaaat bt taken lo .appease the wrath of 
km offended God. ^Wfaat i^all we do onto thee, that 
the sea nay be caJm onto os }" 'Moat we reti^rn with 
thee oalo Joppa ; or land thee on the nearest. coast ; 
or iniict some pnnisbment upon thee ; or proceed 
wHllftbee to Tiirsbisb> after ofiermg op some sacrifice 
to lliytGod ? Tell, Oft what ia the will of God cqni^ern^ 
k^tbei^thal wemay hasten to eomply with iV that 
soriftla Uensetideoa storm mfy subside^' 
. iliuMib's answer, must .have strnek tbem with f rea^ 
snrpris6£ ^^. (TidLe me 4ip^ mud cast me A>rth into the 
sen^ iO ahall the sea be calm onto you.'' Had he com- 
. mittMl mofder,. oreaerilege, or aome other flagraojt 
enmo^ forerbieh his life was JoHeited by the laws of 
ao^^» the. most. obvions remedy was to throw him 
overboard,, ttat he might meet the poniahmcnt dnejto 
his gaili CiliQt, aa the \md jnerely deserted his pest, it 
WMfbi bo hoped, thai a speedy and penitent retorn to 
Ma -duly might aoSce; or that a treapass^-offering woold 
be aooepted for hla sin. He assniee tbem> however* 
tluil) m Older to i^lf tiie. raging sea, they ^^luist oast 
Imi into the ittvea. As the stoifro was sent for bias^ 
it woold not go off without him ; and they most throw 
JbiiB.^niaoi * sacnifiee to its fuey^ before. it^san be ap* 
penaod* ..^lUiia^meaaafe wttinotsi^goeted by hie own 
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iKiM, Iwt hy the 8|»Mtt€ ^^i^hfft^dmAkmmkm mm 
hiBplfed ; for, ibcmgh fee kmi 1M frum Ulcr dtvisfc p«^ 
ience, the liofd iid iM » flUtft hfm ««ty #o«i Us 
pr^elioe, «iid took iMt fait Holy Sf irit irom Mb." 
It iras ret^earl^d I0 km frMii iIIh^, UMit -tb* itorai 
eMild not be qttelM, tiH be iM t«tt hi«» tbe'taa*. 

U ii worth J t)f obsernratbrt, tWat JcMiiB %«■ iM 4i 
leap oterhourd bittitelf ; aa aoitie have d«b^ >i» a ^ if 
deapalf . NetMngr ^^^ *^^^^ juiti^y Miikidc^ that lMafe»^ 
dairli»^«iii>«f whiidh to many iiiaianqea oeeu# ii tin 
frefieiit day. The trorat "Of eiimitiehi km Kb vighi to 
beoeitie'hfB own exeicytleiieiv end the Ihoat m^etebed 
Galore e»eaHh eaiiiM te ipemwited i# €t t— fHi ay 
to escape from tniaery by. flatting :«b ebd ee bia Mb^ 
iir iMieed It caai be cifUed ah 'etoape firoro ^ ta i aie y, 
lo rnalb *inl» ttie preaeiiitoief aaioieiideA Vod, amthfaire 
the leniora <tf everlaattng biimi«ga« IMib^ mitt apt 
ley handa on himeelf^ bat be aarfeniMaiiffndBif.la'. 
jbetii«e> tAttA ibe'>nfariner% ag^aiabt ithbmi-etai^eili'aa 
agaiiitfi Oed> he- had new-atiMied, Jmifihb.thMQ^ bia 
aetKteiice into ex€«ol«eti. MaWng CoHbd Mn tte he^ ihn 
daaee «f ehair dftoger^ tbey 'in^isl caat , Mki . Inr^, 4e 
ftfonire their delMrerenaei itm thlMafeediqiai dchlb^Ml 
(Mr ehn. When guilt ivaa rnbed d a^ttk in. tbe toon* 
adfOkvee, ire'RHN^ «et eoiicelil nor epaee <ihe «tfift ibafc 
|»redueed it, bilt east tbem fvetti ua^ tha*:4tbt;ff mtf^ 
■e Move brmk oor pebce, tier threaten te.phMif »«a 
in pcHdlivaik 

.ioneh naaorea the nt«r«ae««, tliat «a aeon ta'tbuf 
rtMHiM 4hten^ him .overbeftr«K H,b» teeapeal ivbuid. 1 



*vft» Bliiil iftMiMi Im oftim vmkm fom*' The mmt Bfk'^ 
IbiA itffgtoted ibe picn: futpott^^ attabUd Mm to 
ferMee'ttoe fmuII *«iih ibe •otJiioti cwtoiHly* ii i». 
<*Mlhllbl vbeUlcr imifih b«4 buy (iitPseiltMMol of hw 
•*a im tt dtr M iMtveraA^e^ .ti«i».Ai ail eTeiiU# be m* 
ready toiaubtnllto tb«^d«Bci»iott 4f ibii G^d «|^mli 
wbom he bad siiraed, wbwe wi^rscAre .«yf e fif bio ena 
abni 4Mly« tt« doea obi Ibiikk, ii bftrd^.UMil bfr/^KMlId 
bb-Uwo^ft iinu Um aea^ foe be ^aa -o«1|Imom tki^t t^ 
dmetmd tie be caal evtb iuto itbn . boilomJena |>U« aod 
imiM^bad «iib^t«ri«itia(|rd«aUiiHi0iiAx>«i yie(>nMHi«« 
Q^ Am 4iardjt .Yel;-ali We 6iid m *b« iHMPi cbapiarj be 
biAiiQkbiaiaelfiajtbe4hijiHr^,ot)hia.God»flnd vas m^f* 
fmiked ky iAi^ ebeeritig hepe, Mia^ wbatever mgjki be-, 
Qtyqitt: bC bii bad|r# 'biA ft»u| would be a^fOb. iWd» 
llreibi^eiiK ii.fki <of aoMiil nMonitiitlivbtere we teave Ibeae. 
iiail b««lMSt if^or aoiirteia)^ iBkuretof lanfding.AalaJy o% 
isbe faeaip«aly ahorita* Tbepgb 9Mr RM^r^l . ramaiiMa 
flbidki'M fceaaed abottl b|r ib.e wwredi e^r idii»el?ed and; 
mmUmnd ^ tbn'baltMt i>f Uie ^9o«an» 4#r ^s wjU not 
ber^lM kia ba^py m ibe Ytgiesa i>f ^IWry a»d mmwn 
taiflyv . ' U^, eveb Ibe bodiea pf Miexfiis^ . vberever. 
fkm^ wre dUfoiiiedy are "ateepingia Jeau^ ;'' and 
#btn Huvi-oay aball aarWe> wben ''^e aeaabaligive up. 
ite 4aad thai an id it" a4l ibe aai»U n^oiuat baa 
g«n)l«#ed tip ahali h^ ladaed in gl0cjr» ^ 

. itiatead «f wtMl— f lag lafc the, deciajoa W Pr ovideBC€^ 
Jenadi •only, eioktbnk agai^ai bi«A^ ibr b^iiig, ^ 
baa mtacMdiMt, itttaivted ibb^wtifief^ ia ai^eb Ireiibla 
and alarmi^ aanl be -teUa ibeiv, tjift y^e wfll^deaerved 
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tb 4m tbrewn into '^m 9€mm, since bis ^^ badl 
overwhelmed tbem in nihi : *' Ca«i me for^ iaio 4hi 
tea ;— for I know that ibr mf sake tkls great tempsft 
ie apon jo«/^ Like a bmnble pemteat, be takes lb# 
nbele blame apon bimself, and wisbes, if possible;^ 
bear ^ke wbole loss ; being gfiered to tbink^ tbat ib«t 
men sbeoid snfier for bis transgression. 

Btft«batebali ve.say ? Did tbe uMurineis tndeid 
itfofier for Jonab'a sin ? Does the rigbteons God pnnidi 
tbe innocent along with 4be gaiHj ? " God lorbidi 
for then how shall God jadge tbe world ?'' Fnr be il 
fVom ns to sappose, tbat God did tbem any iiyosliee. 
They were innocent of Jonah's sin, which was the 
immediato occasion of tbe tempest; yet they bad 
of their own that desenred aU that they felt» and 
ihiore ; and, thoagh Jonah bad never come on 
their ship, God might have justly visited them viib«ft 
this loss and trouble, for thetr own iniqoitiea. NewK' 
let OS think for a moment, that Ihe Liml deals 4 iar iiy 
with us, even when we are brought into afflictioss maA 
trials by tbe imprudence of others 9 bnt atwnyaL.^** 
knowledge/ that he '' hath punished ns less thani 
iniquities deserve." '^ Wherefore doth m- Uvin§ 
complain, a man for the punishment of bia>sins^" .5!i| 
H of tbe Lord's mercies tbat we are n4t co n e nn i <4» 
because his eompataions- fail not«''* At bis baff «& 
must plead guilty. Yet, in tbia inatance, as wesMI 
see presently, judgmenl was mingled with r^ merofi 
and tbie mariners, instead of havii^ sajp geooML.^C 
^"^ «£krsi&«19L- -.XsmentitioBf nit 2% 8(l«* - 
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mnpk\n%, fo«d reMOM to praive Qodfwt all thedltngeit 
to trhlch Uiey tuMlbeen expowd^ 

Verbis, 14, 14» '' NeVerilMleta iba men fowa4 
iMifd te %ring ti to the land; bat %key cooW n^ for tk^ 
gia'^fttvogbt, and was ieaopastoooa agaiaai tbani. 
Wbarefore they etltd unto the Lord; and said^ We 
beseecb thee, O Lord, we beeeeeb tbee^ let oa not per^ 
,jili'fiir tbls man's liie, and lay not upon ua innpeeat 
\Aamkt Car tbooi O Lord, bast done as il pleased tbea* 
89 Ibey took up Jonab« and east biea into tbesea^; 
and'ibc aea ceased from ber raguig/' 

Mmtm 8' most laadaUe bumaaity tbat prompted tbe 
maviners to attempt to save Jonah at |he risk> of tbebr 
Mves. Tbey^ are so far. from wbbing to^yepge tbem* 
lelsea oatbeaoiber ef their treobfesi ^^t tb^y are 
isatls to. east btm into tbe sea,, tboogb they are assured 
timt !!••» was essential to their owil preservation. Hifi 
iof eBoooe confiession made, them feel a greater injtere^ 
JO bfia safety ^ lur-sudb as are most bumbla and sincere 
banre the strongest elaims to compassion; and tbey 
poared bard to bring tbe ship to land, wilBog to maM 
tbe moel strenooas eflbrts, to avoid tbe necessity of 
tbrwwing bim overboard. Perhaps tbey were at no 
great dtitamse from tbe coast of Syria or of Cilieia;and 
they wished, if possible, to run the ship into some credc 
wr barboDT, with a view to set the prophet on shore. 
Tboae who are nnacqoaintod with the construction of 
tbe ancient ships, will be surprised to bear of their 
Hmtu^ for tbat purpose; but it is well known, that the 
very largest abipa pf anti(|ni||[ bad oars aa well as aailsj 
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mni Hie dli|M •fmoiViffenitod aeemliog tot^ nn» 
ber of benches of otra HEtiidi they eerried* Hm 
martfieni not only rowed; hut ''rowed htfd,^ to tench 
the shore; yet eU their efloptt werfe in vain ; *^fb» Ikt 
tea wrought, and was lempestaoos against theab^ 
"Tfcis was not the method appointed by God for ^Mt 
TOdef ; anH we must seek sahration, nel ih.oar own wr, 
%iit in his. It is vain %>• contend wttli the Aknigh^ 
end attempt to sabtert his plans. In proportion- » 
^the rtiarinevs strove wHb tbe racing sea, tt stro«i IM 
more violently " agaiiist them :** the tempest franriad 
in thetr ht^ and londly proolaiMfied the madneast of 
their enterprise. 

Being thus rednced to the dreadlht aHemativej of 
'either perishing themselves, or easting Jowabinto the 
'sea, they pray earnestly' to ^od, that what was i«ftjp»- 
'sed on them by sed necessity', migbt not be chargedls 
themi as a crime; ** We beseeeli^ thee, O i^rd, we he- 
seech thee, let ns noe perish for this maa's lifo^aiMtlsf 
not npon as innocent blood : for thou, O Lord, bait 
done as it pleased thee.'' Here we perceive m happf 
change alveady'wfoagbt in these strangers, by CroA 
'dispensalionjs, and the prophet^s tnstriictioiis ; ttiejp.na 
-moie invoke their idt^ls, hot call wpon the Lord^ 4kfi 
IQod of heaven and earth ; wturae meroy ibeyh unM) 
%nd earnestly implore* Tbey knew that it was faa^ 
sent this awfol tempest^ and that none hot he «waM 
still it ; and that it was his prophet whwn theyr 
required to t4lfow into the deep, tfi the only ei 
that eoeld save them : they pray, tl^refeiw^. tliat ittt 



Lm4 moM Q9% cl«ilr«f t^m for Uking awtj hii Uk, 
m%t charge tbun wUh the gaill of l^ii h\md ; Mid lb* 
dovbiifijir of Ifaeiv sspplMalion, *< We beteecli thee, 
O Lord, we beseeck the^/' i^ by do means a vain re* 
patilioa, but expresses ^be extreme vehemence ef Ibeir 
desires. Tbey did not imagiae, nor perhaps cM 
imuLh himself^ tbat Qod intended te spare bis life ; 
%»d benee they consider Ibeir casting bim iaio the sea 
as the sane thing i|itk kjUiog bim; and shuddering al 
U^e though U of boinf aecoante4 nurderers, tbey fer^ 
Mitly pray, Ibat Ged would not impute to tbem the 
goilt of sb^ddjng innoeent blood. 

This great anxiety to be clear firom ianooeat bb)od 
t|)ey bad learned from the dictates of natural retigieiiy 
v^bicb teaches men to abhor murder as one of tha 
biaebesi crimes. Reason and eonseienee acknowledge 
the J4»8)tce ef that ancient law ; '< Whoso shoddetb 
iRan'a Mood, by man sbaU his blood bo shed/' Sea- 
men, wbe knew well what it is to be in danger, should 
•et tl*e bights! vakie on the lives of all who sail witb 
tbam ; and ist is mn^b to the honour ef Brilisb seamen, 
that many of them have ventured their lives, with tbo 
meet generous intrepkKty, to save those wb» were per- 
i(hitig in the waters. Yet eases of an opposite deserip- 
fbii too frequently occur ; for instance, when one 
veaseKhas run down another at sea, those who have 
don# tfae damage have been known to make oM, and 
have the safibrersto go to the bottom, rather than run 
Ibarisk of being called to an accoimt for the loss of 
tbo ppaforty. Agai«at auab barbarons mupderers, for 

I 
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that U their real designation, the mariners of Tarsfaiak 
wiU rise up in the judgment, to condemn them. Thef: 
could not bear the thoughts of shedding innocent Uoo^ 
and they prayed eanipstly, that God would notcbarg* 
them with the blood of Jonah, when they were coi»* 
manded and compelled to cast him into the sea. 
. The tokens of God's indignation against Jonah 
himself would make them the more afraid of incarrk^ 
the guilt of murder; for they might justly coiielade^ 
that he who punished disobedieuce with such severity, 
would not fail to avenge innocent blood. Besidea, a 
respect for the character of Jonah, as a prophet of the 
Lord, served to increase their anxiety : and their ten- 
derness for his life strongly condemned the cruelty 
and impiety of persecutors in Israel, who about this 
period shed the blood of saints and prophets without 
remorse. Jezebel and others had bunted after the 
prophets of God with savage eagerness, to cut tlwli, 
off from the earth ; but these strangers canaot Ji^ 
hands on a minister of the Most High without the 
greatest reluctance, even when they are urg^d to it bf. 
unavoidable necessity. 

In praying that they might not be accounted mur- 
derers, they humbly plead, that the course whiQh they 
were constrained to pursue, was pointed out to then 
by God himself, so that in adopting it they were sub-% 
mittiog to his own sovereign pleasure : ''Lay not upon, 
us innocent blood ; for thou, O Lord, hast done as it 
pleased thee." It was clearly the will of God, that 
Jonah should be thrown into the sea» Qe had sent 
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the ^erm in porioit of hit disobedietfit servant, liad 
caased Ibe lot to fall on him, bad frustrated all their 
atlempts to pot him oa shore, ami had expressly com- 
manded them, by Jonah's own month, to casi him 
fortli> as the only expedient that coold save them; and 
therefore, in having; recourse to this expedient, they 
w«re evidently fulfilling the will of God, and could 
jostly plead ; " Thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased 
thee/' 

All things are determined by the sovereign will of 
Grod. " Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he, 
m heaven and in earth, in the seas and all deep pla* 
ce8«'^ "My counsel shall stand," he says, " and 1 
will do all my pleasure/'* His pleasure often mas 
coonter to enr inclinations ; and in such cases it be- 
comes us to say, " The will of the Lord be done/'f 
It IS Isr better that his will should be done, than ours: 
for we are sure that he does all things well, and he 
knows best what is for his own glory, and our real 
good. If he should determine that we, or any of 
onrs, should sink in the waves, or experience any 
other disaster, we ought to anticipate such an event 
with sentiments of humble resignation; according to 
the words of Eli, *' It is the Lord ; let him do what 
seemeth him good ;" and those of Uezekiah, " Good 
is the word of the Lord ;" and especially those ever- 
memorable expressions of .Christ, *' Not my will, but 
thine be done."§ 

* Psalm cxxxv. 6. Isaiah xlvi. 10. f Acts xxi. 14. § I Sam. 
iO. 18. Isaiab xxzix. 8. Luke xxii. 42. 
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It iti proper to re«lark» iMW^er, timl the prk^ripte 
on %tikh these mtrineiPs MUjd most not km abMi^ tm 
wmrrant tbe comttiiaion of m^> whcii il may sefem mt* 
MsafeirV for Oor pmerYatieh. In throviAg JMitk 
dvtrboard, \ke mkii-kier* ittrh obeying an esfireos oifttn^ 
iiMittd of God> as well as foUowiog the op^ciol d^'mkHmk 
6( his providetice; kh4 hfeNl they dune il witboal 
tliis diTiile warrant, hib Mood aaight jitilly bate bitn 
required at their hands. If the commission of mbrdet^ 
6r iny wtfaer critne> sbohlU eecwi #ei|aisite to ffteUtw 
oar IiTbs, w^ ihwat hot sn^pos^, tbat the p^rpetratiotf 
of sQoh a criihe is snbmiisicni to God's wtik NeVsr 
l^t OS do evil, tbat gbod liiajf edmo. Onr sitMtibn )^j 
sotfiitim^^ exHnpt ns f>om the obeervanoe 4f pciaillTf 
inotilatiofit^ for God has detlnr ed that be prefafs nierey 
tb i^aeriftce ; bat ilo ci^cambtamces iit wbieli ^e mmy lie 
pkMod tab erer dissolte nioi^l obl^btimmt br wi^raiil 
tiffe Commission of^riitles. It wt>itkl be presnmplwoia 
tjb eupfosd^ tbat the eternal rak of HMt^itdw can ho 
ihpade (o baid M oor cohveni^iiee) or bbr sali^* 
If we mnet so placed that we iHust eilker ^b oi' aoi%^ 
if% tfogbt not to hesitate a nfohnent whiati to pftC^ 
iJbi OS steadily f»llbw the paii of diHy} and Im^ ttv 
4offseqiKn«es> hdweter tefrible tl^Jr mtu^ ^eeai, to M 
diapo^At of a ^iae And gracious PrdVideneet Th^ Tm^ 
ahiob sMMtin, in reaotving to oast the ^o)rb(»t tnto 1|bw 
iisop, ^t\t ndt Ibi^ighted ^y an^ siiapiciens ^ igm'tm 
of their own; it was clearly the will of God^ llmt the^ 
should act as the ministers of ^ his j.ustice towards hia 
rebeilioiis servant; and therefore, while tfafey in4 
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ihelmitl^s eempelM to tilis ih^VidV) \Mnj ball taj, 
wHh a Mfe conKienoe^ '' TbiMi> Q L^rd^ btti ^ktte m 

of tkvtr idtMilitHn^ aitd tite necMsity tikal was Iai4 
Qt>Mi Uitntt^ey ai last ffotetdei Willi relttcklDl baiifto 
ta e&atoie Ihs wili^ iiy kying bold an Jafealii fknSi 
•88^9 kjtti Inlo tha icJii H« madk nb strngi^ l» 
prevent tliem ; nay, be bad i^epealedly a^ed Uk0m 
\o tbb nteastfre» as ibal wbiob alene eottld Ate thVm. 
A«d rta adon^f is hia aeAtenee cahicd inia affeel, thait 
they find, to tbeir alter astonUhtpent and datpHiliAIHv 
j>yy, the Arbib t>f M words : ifi art iilatani t%c awelllh|^ 
OK^n %absldea, tbe \4m4 Grinds a^e bckabed^ the bHIowb 
raff* no mor^ and the vease^ that wis joal ndw leased 
abhal b|r the iercesl tenif^ati cn^e jrs a deli|)h(ril caknv 
oc" feels ntrtbtag bat a gfenlle brc^ie. " ibH as #baft 
one Wba is fibrsaing a fugitife, aad riia(iib|^ afler 
Mm wilk eager step> ceasbli to rbn wbenever he 4^^ 
prebfsnids Ukh, atid slaivda alill, ^nd bff»lds fast Wia 
pnmnet $ even sb lb& dea^ whifcb i^as mgtfkg violeftll^ 
blrfefe *l goi iHild bf Jawab, no stiecrikr t^ceiVea mle its 
beUy the abyefct of Its paiisui\ than il r^elcte> is da** 
li|fbtcd> and ^m#a aalbn fm j^y."* It ia nbt bntoffn* 
dMA htr a blalriii to ^hre piava U> a caiM by ^ow daftAittv 
bat tbls ebang« Was ibsUMtaneiias) like tlMit |M^adaaHf 
oo the sea uf 6enitc&«ret> wlian Cbrlst ribafcad Hm 
winds and waves^ saying, " Peace ; be still/' A% Hib 
teAipeM araae auddenfiy at tba cdl «f Qad^ aVett ko at 
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bit calHt tiiddeiily fell. Its objeel was gained, and it 
bad nothing further to do: here its commtasion eeaaed. 
The Lord ''doth not afflict willingly/ nor grieve the 
ehildren of men ;'' and when afflictions and trials 
bafe accomplished their ends, he hastens to remove 
them. As soon as the mariners comply with bis m'M, 
their perils are over ; the Lord sends them a speedy 
and glorious deliverance, calculated to make the stroeg* 
est impression on their hearts. 

Ver. 16. " Then the men feared the I>ord ex- 
ceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and 
made vows.'' 

The feelings of the seamen, when the horrors of 
the tempest suddenly vanished, may be better 
conceived than described : they were almost over- 
powered with mingled emotions of joy and gratitude, 
wondtrr and fear. They gazed on one another with 
looks of amazement; and were ready to exdaim, 
*' What manner of God is this, whom even the winds 
and the waves obey ! There is no other God who can 
destroy or deliver after this sort." They were beyond 
measure astonished, at the power and justice, the good- 
ness and faithfulness, of the God of Israel ; whose 
anger had so keenly pursued his ofiending servant, 
and whose almighty and gracious voice had rebuked 
the raging elements, and rescued the trembling mari- 
ners from destruction, as soon as Jonah was cast inte 
the sea. 

" The fear of the Iiord is the beginning of wis- 
dom :" and aueb was that fear of God which the sea- 
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«ieB felt, for it led them to idore and serve bim at tbe 
true and living; God. They *' offered a aaerifice onto 
the Lord, and made vows.'' Perhaps they had some 
aniinal on board which they immediately proceeded to 
sacrifice unto God ; and though they were strangers to 
tbe temple service, and had no priest nor Levite to 
kill tbe sacrifice, yet, as they served God with upright 
beftfts, and to the best of their knowledge, he was 
graciously pleased to accept their offering. Some 
think, however, that the expressions here employed 
are intended to signify, that the seamen offered sacri- 
fice onto the Lord when they reached their port, having 
bound themselves to bis service by solemn tows* 
Doubtless the spirit of gratitude and devotion that was 
kindled in their breasts, would give vent to itself ia 
every possible way ; and if they had nothing else to 
offer unto God on board their ship, they would present 
the sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise, while they 
vowed to render him more costly offerings as soon as 
they could find. opportunity. Sensible that they owed 
their .lives, and their all, to the mercy of Jehovah, they 
thought nothing too great to be offered to him ; and 
tbey cheerfully devoted themselves wholly to his ser- 
vice, each man being ready to say, ''What have I to da 
any more with idols ? I will henceforth offer no sacri- 
fice but unto the I^ord alone, the God of heaven anc) 
earth and sea.'' Nor was it merely in acts of religious 
worship that they vowed to serve the Lord ; they en- 
gaged to fulfil all his will, as far as they knew it, and 
resolved to seek an acquaintance .. with his law^ 
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in ofdm^U ^tef il ; cipeetaMy as \hf bad aeMi to Mm 
«aM of Jwmk the bitter frotta af diaabedi«iH»« 
■ Tiia gratittMb qI tbaae Tawliiab aailora ia 94xrlky 
of ioMtatioiii EvarjF iMaft that ia alive to-fenanm 
^leHiif a win be ready, i» tba hoar of daliveraofM^ l» 
'adopt the iaftgsaga of the paafcnist; << Wliat ali^ 
i vetidev tmto the Lord, liM» aH hia, beaefiU tAiiaidi 
MO ? I will take the oup of salvation^ and oaV «|ioa 
the name of the Lord i f wiH pay my vows nnto tht 
Lord new in the present of aH hia peopio."% il 
is fit that seamen, when they hav« eaeaped feo«a imw^ 
hent dangern, shonkl bind themsHf ea by soUmn vowa 
to serve their gbrioaa Ddiverer; If they have Jbeea 
hddieled ta swearini^, drankenness, or ^ny «th«r ¥ijBe% 
let them resolve, in the streogth o$ divine §imie» 
to forsake them utterly : and, if tiiey have negl«KAed 
Iheit bibles, their sabtiaths, and other means of grace^ 
let them eilg:age to improve them with 4i^i 
Earnestly seeking, that the Qod who has 
iheir bodies, may also save thetr sc^its. On aniviM 
kt their port in safety, they akotild seiae, tb^.;|^ 
opportunity of repairing to the hoose of Gfd^ to 'ifi^ffm 

the skerifi^e of thanksgiving:'^ and, «» apek oeioasiiHHk 
it is highly proper to e«pi^ess thenr gratitude «ith,lt|p 
band, b^ well -as with the meuihi aoeordia^ to .^ 
HindaMe eustem of many seamen, who gi\ie aqointhiiy 
%6 the offhnngs of the Loi'd) for pious .or nhft>ilafc|^ 
n^s, when God has foi^nred them with a proqiyofapa 
voyage. ' ¥• 
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Mnny vauke vofrs aod retolatioiis in seisoiu of 
4nnif^r, wbkh tb«y forget at toon at the danger it over; 
bat we may tafdy infer from what it here aUted, tbal 
tbe^ Tarvbisb martnera were nol ao impioua and un<* 
grateful. Henceforth, they terved the God of Itrael ; 
and, on their next voyage to Joppa, they would make 
it Ibeir businett. to get better acquainted with bis na- 
ture, bit lawt» and bit ordinaneet, and wilb all the 
bletstnga and privileget which he confert on hit terv-> 
atita. These were among ". the sona of the stranger, 
that joined themtslvet to the Lord, and took bold of 
bis covenant, to terve bim, and to love his name ;" and 
Ye may be tpre, that be would "make them joyful 
in tiiti house of prayer ; their burnt-offerings and their 
sacriices being accepted upon bis altar."* 

Jf these converts afterwards heard the newa of 
Jonah's deliverance, it would greatly strengthen their 
ftiitb, lind increase their joy. At any rate, they had 
reescm to bless God that ever Jonah came on board 
their ship ; for, though his presence had caused them 
mnch trouble and loss, the Lord, who is wonderful in 
cooDsel snd excellent in working, had made their dan- 
gers to become mercies, and their loss unspeakable 
gain. He would not suffi;r them to be losers by a serv- 
ant of his, even though that aervant was deserting 
bim ; and it Is- remarkable, that whereaa the prophet 
bad refused e commission to. preach unto the gentiles, 
God made him the bearer of salvation to the gentiles. 
even in his aHempt to escape. Some weak-minded 

* Isaiah hi. 6, 7. 
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Milors have been afraid of taking tniniiters of CliABt 
on board their ships ; but no soperatition <!aii be iniift 
groundless ; the sertanls of Jesos cannot be aup|toa6d 
to bring a curse with them, btit a blessing. The lirli^ 
riners of Tarshish were niade to bless the day ^hea 
they took Jonkh into their vease! ; and, we troat, t^y 
are now in heaven, magnifying the'ixrondera of tVit 
gracious Providence which brought them taAvallbn 
through Jonah's diaot)edience. ■. ' 

But what became of the poor prophet, whoae d^tlth 
appeared to be their life, whose n^wful fate 'wa«'th^r 
salvation ? He was indeed cast into the sea, bal Oid 
did* not leave him to struggle among the ^tLvesf, %r 
sink unto the bottom ; for it is addeif, 

Ver. 17. " Now the liord had prepared a great fifth 
to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah was in the bettyof fte 
fish three days and three nights.** 

Though Jonah had expited in the waters/ liis^alil 
would have been preserved, and safely Yancted 'oil lit 
shores above: but God had more woilc'for him dA ^flflb, 
And therefore took care to preserve hini Uiv^J'"^We 
mariners must throw him inl6 the deep, for the fiitf^ 
ishment of his disobedience ; }et the de^ ahatt'lM 
overwhelm him : " Tlie Lord chastened htm sdre; Slit 
be did not give him oVer unto deitli.** * '^ ' 

The method which God employed ior hit *preietfi^ 
tion was truly remarkable. He did not make ^iM ^ 
walk upon the wate^, as Peter did for a iiof^ 9pMk^ 
nor enable him to escape t)y swimming ; tidt throw 
some planks or boards in his way^'oQ which he oii^t 



fl#»l Mbm-^; |K(r caoi^ sone veMel to paM y^^ ||i^ 
fMk. bim np : bat be prepared a gre^ finh to t« m^i 
litin ; not to devonr bim a« food, bot to receivt^ ^ 
ative into ito b^peU, and af^r detainipg bim fc, 
^6i4mB» to coovejr ibimafire tp land* God baa form^g 
«U tbe iobabitanta of tbe dee^, aa well aa all the ten, 
anl9 of ibe.foreat.; and e?eo tbe most bulky, tbe most 
rmpmckma^ and-tlM most angovtrnable of tbeir number^ 
mte wholly at bis disposal* As tbe.stormj winds fulfil 
Ilia vord, so do Ibe fishes of tbe sea ; and be who 
•'<. made leYiatban to play therein/' can employ bim 
etihieF to aavft or to destroy. '^ The Lord bad pre- 
«pared a great fiab to swallow up Jonah." Having 
resolved, by tbia means, to save bis life| he took care, 
in bis wise And graoioos.proyidence^ that a fish adapted 
ior Ibia purpoae abould now be in thjs part of the 
eoe«n , tbal it should be swimjning after tbe Tarsbisb 
weasel which carried Jonah, attracted perhaps by the 
im^Tisioiis which had be^n thrown overboard ; that, at 
tiM| moment when tbe prophet was cast into the sea, 
ii/«lioald be ready to receive bim; and that it should 
Dot bruise nor m^ui^le bis body, in the act of devouring 
himt bot swallow, him up whole, to be kept alive in ita 
hdly for 9,9ieftsoQ, by ^mighty power. 

Itts nnoertaia i^wbat kind of large fish Jonah was 
jjpiipriaoned and preserved, for the Greek word employ* 
«d ia Matthew xii* 40, and in the Septuagint version of 
i||%a passage, though rendered ivhaleby our translators, 
i» a» ambiguous as tbe Hebrew term here used. It 
jp^r^y denotes an animal of vast bulk } and there are 
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Variotn set monstert, besMe* lti« vluilei to wlikAi Hm 
term may be properly applied.* The: throul of'illit 
eommon vhale is too slraii^ie adfflii a iMiniaii faioily; 
BO thai, uDtess we soppose that Ibia was a wbak of aa 
extraordinary Species, or that its throat was remarkahlf 
enlarged for the occasiew, we are led to believe, that 
the fish which swaliawed Jonah beloBged to aomt otfatf 
tribe of the monsters of the deepj Abd periiapaJiure 
is no creatnre more likely to batw beOA em^^oyed ior 
thi^ purpose than the shark. This most vwracmos fish 
U frequently of such a sice aa to be oapableof awallov^ 
ing a human body at once^ md it often lajiaws after 
ahips, and greedily seiz<» any animat sabtlanciks; bow* 
ever bulky, that may be thrown ottrboar4;f<i ills 
nncohimon voracity can be no valid al^eetioii againdt 
this hypothesis, bot imther tends to support it; ibt-Gsd 
displays his glory in accomplisbing his works-by agente 
which might btt deemed the most- onsoilatdeb When 
the Lord directed the fowls of the aur to feed filijah 
beside the brotfk Cherith, he did not make use oftdusi^ 
but of ravens : and when the same finoptvet wawiAeJis 
sdj^polted at Zarephath near Zidoiii he wasnet asat 
td the palace of a 'nobleman, nor to the maaaioa-ilf 
aome wealthy merchtttit, but to th^eottaige of'a- posr 
widow. ' it is therefore by fto means uaArkely, that 

♦ The Greek word I^HTOS does pot seem to be restftdCd 

' to denote a ««a-tt)oii8ter ooly : - AtfanDiisiasi se'«srty eimistim 

iftither^ ja speaking Of JoiKib, >uses it with the epithet niaruk€\ 

from which we may infer, that it may be applied 'also to any bd^ 

" beast, or amphibio«» anifflsl. Athaiiasii i^yaopeia %riptt Saor* 

f These remarks are particuJarJy- applicable to the S^natits Car*' 

chariu, or Wbite Shark. See Shaw's 2oo]6gy^¥ol;6. p. d^^^ 
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visn €kid pi^fiaf ed a ^h io teeeivo and firaserve km 
prophet, be would makift ^slmiee of a* 9harlt» tbo rooal 
vorftc«»uft,o# «U it»lie« ; a« iba tniraelo woold tbu» be 
ikt «iore iikitlrioas.''^ ; ; : , 
^^tot . lawyer .ibia lanct fi^ miiehl be, God waa 
«itfiAe»t(y^ gloriied to mafeki^ it ibe> intirumeni of Jo- 
nali'a pfeaciyaliDBj Not .only did ibe pr;Qpbet pa«a 
tbniagliiit jawa unburt^jNii be retiiaiiied alive in Us 
Mf; be vas jiet autfofaled for vanA of air, nor .waa 
liittfl«sb.at#U diaaolved or injured by ibe fiaid« io ibo 
M%i. aloHiaeb^'Ibr ibai^ God " in whoni we live, 
aodiBove/ awd have ow beiag/' supported bim l^jr 
abiiigbl^.;|Hiiwec, in » aitoatioft wbere no mortal bad 
4k«i;r Jivcld beibve. , Had il not beifn for the e:itertipQ of 
Uii» dki»eMpawer» bo would bave died as soon in tba 
tlomaeb of ibe,6ab, as ta ibe loid^i of tbo biHows; and 
Ami^d AOtoniy have btenbis prinoii^ but bis grave. 
It tbere aoiyi Uiing.> too bard for tbe Lord ^ Ue made 
Ifai) water* of' tbevRed Sea. to leUrc before bis people, 
sad ^rdan,to>ran. back ,U>wards.iU source; be made 
ty^ubonft^ tamct iii(,e lafubs in tbe presence ot Daniel ; 
tod-wben^he ibr^ noble >4iuiba iWere ca»t iojto .tlte 
ficry.fjHf iiaee fior bia sake, be made them to walk at 
ibe^ eaminijibedames^ a^ if tbey bad been walkipg 
.in^tft ganteau; Tbe- same iofinite power suatainied. tbe 

^ lliavetiiken uo notice of a stftingeeipo^l^nofthisiMtsssge 
esietiuaed4aidioaie qC t|ie Fr«$rmenl» annexed to a rfcent f^ditiqn 

, oF Calwet'^ Dictionary. Attempts to break down the miraolea 
ofserlfitope-iiAoreoinfmoooecurmnces, stall times sai^urofifl- 

.piffUspnasuinptioD.; and when such attempts are made by the 
mo^t grDsit and absurd perversions of language^ tbe disgust w^icfa 

^tittf ai^sHaiiftaiiiigted-ifitlicODtBmpt. .« . • 



70 • JOHAH'S PURItBlfSlfT AKD £LbCT* IV. 

propbet in the fish's Mkjt wbtre be co^M nol see Ibt 
light of heaven, nor breathe the ^tal air. 

Had this miraete been intended merely fw J«- 
nah's preservation, he need not have been lielaiaed 
in the beliy of the fish longer than 'the Ibree yooog 
-heroes remained in the fiery furnace; for a few aunatai 
tnight have soffieed lo convey him to theahers. fk$t 
<jrod, having other objects in view, kepi him »< hit 
'living prison for three daya and three eights. . By Ifaii 
detention, Jonah nraat be further tried and pvove^ 
under a dtspensatiod made op of jtMlgmentaml merejl 
that while he is saved alive, as n monument lofdivkiB 
power and goodhesH, and reserved for forther iisdol- 
ness in the church and in the world, he may learo ha- 
mility, gratitude, and devotion ; and so be the heller 
prepared for the duties of his ministry. 

But the grand object of this detentton wm% ta 
constitute Jonah an appropriate type, or repreaeni* 
ative, of our divine Redeemer. Even in hit si^rMi* 
during himself to be thrown into the sea, for the.yif- 
servation of the mariners, the prophet iraa inHMiP 
sort a type of that generous Saviour, who gave •hia#f| 
a ransom for many : much more did his inif»rieonia«ll 
in the fish's belly represent the imprisonmontof Q 
in the dark mansions of the grave ; and the diumtieii 
the one corresponded with that ,of (b^ o.thitr* .. . 
vihen the cavilling enemies of Christ dee(Ni«de4m 
from heaven^ be made them thiS' reply ; '' 4^9e^( 
adnlUrouB generation seeketh after a sigif, w^d 
shaU DO sign be givealo i^ bnl the siga^^lto p 
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Jonas : For, as Jonas was three days and three nights 

in the whale's belly (or in the belly of the large fish)« 

to shall the son of naan be three days and three nights 

in the heart of the earth/'* In regard to the time 

herd speetfied, it may be necessary to observe, 

that what we simply call a day, was more fuUy desig-* 

aated by the Jews a day and a night; apd^ in noling 

th^ nomber of thos6 diurnal periods occupied by any- 

tnmsadtion, they inelnded parts of, days; as well as.th^ 

whole days. Thos the tim^ that elapsed between 

the death of Christ and his resurrection* is termed 

'^tlu-eedaj^s^nd three nig hts»^ though it consisted 

ot&f bf one whole day, with part of the day before^^ 

and part of the day after. We are not^ therefore,- to 

knht from the expression here ased, that Jonah's 

imprisonment lasted three entire days^ or seven ty-tWQ 

beors t perhaps he was not longer in the fish's beilyi 

tiA« Christ was in the state of the dead. The day 

s tciiis to^ lia#e f>een far spent ere the mariners were 

pc^rsu^ed io cast Jonah iitto the sea; and he waa 

IMPiMibty released, hke Christ, ia the early part of the 

llfnrd 'day. There was' no occasion to cut the time 

liert;'astar as it concerned the divine power; for thai 

^ibwer coold have sustained him forty days, as easily 

im Pntf Itoiirs i bhl we may reasonably suppose, that 

to #li<e sboi^tena the days of trouble " for the elect's 

MftA/'f Wdlktd hasten the release of his servant, as soon 

kiKbfi'lerm of hia confinement was long enough to pre^ 

f/g^^ th# deteiition of Christ in the grave; in the same 

^** flfiltaiewaLfi*:i^»99»4(K tMatthewjULiv*23. 
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manner as be hastened the resurrection of his dear Son, 
as soon as the appointed day began to dawn. 

Brethren, the whole bible is full of Christ; and 
were oar minds daly enlij^hlened, we might see tiis 
glory in erery pag^. '' To him give all the propheti 
Iritness, thai, throagh his name, wbosoever believetb 
in him shallreceive renlissibn of sins/' They ««arelied 
''what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ 
which was in tbem did signify, when it testified before- 
hand the stifFeringsof Christ, and the glory thaishooiil 
^llow."^ And the time of his resurrection was among 
the subjects predicted; for " he was bntied, aiMi rtoe 
again the third day, according to the scrip tn res.'^f **• 
' Seek, my friends, in reading the sacred word, to get 
acquainted with Christ, the only Saviour : for ywic 
bibles will do you tittle good, if they bring yoQ^'not 
to bim. ''Christ is the end of the law for HghttsonsneSi 
to every one that believetb :** Christ is the sobstMnee 
of the Gospel: "Christ is all and in all."§ Receive, Um, 
by faith, this glorious Redeemer whom the gospel pei^ 
sen is unto you ; " who was delivered for our oflyiaN^ 
land was raised again for our justification /'|. Beli«ll 
the wonders of the Godhead displayed inbisdettth'WMl 
resurrection ; and learn to glory in his cross. '«•! 

' May " God who commanded th^ light to sfinle'^wt 
of darkness, shirie in yodr hearts, to give the liKbt wf 
the knowledge of the glory of God in tho face of Jeabi 
Christ !'*^ To him be glory, now and for ever. Amtei 

» Acts X. 43. I Peter i. 10, 11. f I Cor. xv. 4. S lt<mu z.* 4. 
Col. it. 10. i'lL 11. X K<»<n. Iv. 25. f 2 Coft |V« & 



LECTURE V. 

t 

JOKAH'S prater in tub nSH'S BBLLY. 

Chap. 11. 1—6. 

Yer. 1» 2. ''Then Jonah prayed onto the Lord 
his: €rod, out of the fish's belly. And said, I cried by 
reason of nine afflietion onto the Lerd, and he heard 
BB^ ; o«t of the belly of heU cried I, and thoa heardest 
aay •▼ohjc* 

-filliny a pntyer is contained in the book of God ; 

U recorda the devotions of saints on a great variety of 

pc c s iB io tis : but never was a prayer presented at the 

tlwime of .^mce in the same eircomstances with that 

w^tfh we are bow to consider. It was not sent up to 

CJtfl .from the city or the field, from the hills or the 

}<^)|«]^, from the woods or the plains ; it did not rise 

losrarda heaven from the shores of the ocean, nor from 

th« face of the waters : bo I it ascended from the dark 

• eftveptQS.of Ibe deep, whither Jonah had been carried 

^in ^ bis 'liviag prison. We haye seen, in the former 

:«bapter> ^^« Jopah, when he was thrown into the 

aiBa,, was siiallowed op by a great 6sh, which God bad 

prepared for that purpose ; and how, instead of being 

aofiK>cated or otherwise destroyed, ho was miraoalooaiy 

L 
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preserved in the belly of the fish : and here we find, 
that " behold he prayeth ;'* and the pla4» of his eos- 
finemeni is turned into a house of prayer, where be 
tastes the pleasures of devotion, and enjoys commanisA 
with the God of his^sals^tioo. 

During the raging of the storm, Jonah was ex« 
horted b^r* ll|» caplaiitt, tq arist^ a«Md* cal^ i^poo bi^ God; 
but it is not said whether he prayed then or not : no«i 
however, he prays fiQn(fia^ly^.a,a4. the substance of bis 
address to God is recorded for our benefit Truly it 
ii am ioteresAiag piw^NHr, wb«tber w^ eoHsjdef ibiii #c- 
caaiao, the p(Me,.or thainfttUnof iA; aadt.tbetatoe itn 
well deaftrvesr o«f mosi asrioiM altontio**. Wsr 
oevet b0 placed io. J^nait's sMs^tisn ; yet hi* wordsi 
may be of great service, by the divine b i^s a ia < |, ^ 
direct SAd eueSoumge one suf^pUcatians^ in tii«s«< of 
danger or afflietiap* ^ 

Prayer is a sweet relief, to the t»Miibbd niifHl<^ M»d|i 
an it is natunal for thi» ohiUkeAof.Goditaba^e neeowrast 
to their heavenly Father .in» ail s^Uotivek diaf^MalioiM 
such diapeoiBatMins are .ffwyi^ufMy sent to draw UhM 
to a more* intimate oomunoiHoa wiilii God. And 
was ther^ a trial nmre caloulated tcitpfo4iu!e tbia4( 
than that of, Jfijaah. Wliarv he (Q4mi,thaJ^ tboQ§)i Ufti 
life was pfeaerved, he vias.liM one homed aliv«, A 
prisoner in bis moving d^ingipon,. «MMed ivfm tl 
feUowahip of Um ohurch^ frooivall iutsrcoujwe ^iikti 
wiorld, and from ,aU, the eiyoymento of. Iife;<iiajjr» ext 
from theJight of day, and ffom thei vital air ; am- 
der that he shanld betake himselC t» pjtayei^ and ^mkk^ 
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tb ^ilvctse^ %ith €k]^; %li«h \i^ imM 4BdliMen« «illi 
liMe ttee. And ^Init iMfi «rit(]p^ktt«>le •doitlf»4rt «as k 
fof Jonah, that, Whtm lift'lrarr ^iMt Dut ffota alt linrifi^. 
Ire liaii inftn^dlKfe )iis«e«3 Id Chid 1 iniofi|;r|| fae setmed 
an outeait from the iroi^d, irtttitU'dd ill thfc' Wily of thfe 
fiali, ttnd lurried drfWYi to the bttttom tof the flrtsa ; 
thbcigli his tfyes coald not gme to^MiWI *h^ten, atid 
Ms foiee cotild nbi fttattm the gale; ya ^ setids ti]p 
his -prayer to ttfe liord, wHh as ititrch «*^tir»ntje ^ be*, 
ftftg- l^etfrd, tM though he bad been ifi Hhe lemtile at 
i«nisldetti, or in hta chatnbt^ at OaCb^hej^b^. 

Bte^Bc^ be <ilod ! ffa 'barrier t^n be set uj) between 
OS amd heamen^ b«it that nvhtch ia razeed ty ear sinw 
l%r8emftors have somet-fttiea thinift l%e aaiftla into 
gtooitty diitigeoits, rebbe^ Ifa^Nn if( tfli 'the aweeta of 
adcilsty, and alf th^ ^ttM»rte of l«fc ; but Hrey never 
coofd obatroet thetr V9$y to the Uirone "Of grrkte, nor 
bHider lA the anH^teiA degtise their intereaarae wilh 
€Mt. 'Brethren, Minidiri the wanderinga of a aea-iarinf 
tife^ jcttiatcy be earned to far diettnt evritcm of tba 
ni^Mrid, remote from the aoeiety of your Irienda, end 
of the rest of nmnkltid ; ydo may be taat on deacrt 
yktndn, or iilhi]iSB|}itftble abores ; but yon ctBMinot be 
bi^iabed from God, nor find any difflcnUy in approaiefa«> 
it^ lihn n^itb yottr prayers. Tboogb Jonah bad auok 
It^- tfae y^ry <eetnre of the eM'tb, even from thenee bis 
atijp^pficationa would have ascended on fai];^, and «ii* 
tered Hita the ears of the Lord of beets^ fie fi^lt Qm- 
nl|M^ettee anataiimig bini^ and cenld^not 4oBbt.tbaft 
Otattiacknee •obaei^ed faim. In the beUy of tlio iab^ 
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ftitd tt the Wtlom of the oemn, Im Ml a preteat 
Daily ; and was not oaly sopported by kw powor, bat 
blesaod viUi tba tokoiMi of bis goodQets* 

Accordingly, ha calb upon the Lord at his ctim 
God, Long had Jonah been acquainted with God, 
and experienced tbe ricbea.of bia love; long bad be 
aeryed, and enjoyed hini. He had cboaen.lbe Lord, for 
bit God, and taken bold of tbe promiaes of bia cove* 
nant ; be bad devoted biniaelf to bia aerviee, both ,aii 
a saint, and aa a prophet : and tboogb be bad ktely 
acted a part nnwortby of bia high character «od 
privilegea, yet now, when he waa returning V> God io 
buoiility and contrition, he felt an nnapeakable. aatia- 
faetion in claiming him aa bia oiin« And happy arc 
they who have a God to reaort to, in all their atraiU 
and anxietiea ; wbe, when they are deprived of every 
thing else, are atill poaseaaed ol that good part which 
cannot be taken away from the m -aa interest in Qed 
as the portion, of their souls! My brethren, you may 
experience aad reverses and : disappoiatmeata ; yoa 
may lose your all in tbis world, as sailors often do; 
bnt be of good cheer, you caiinot lose yoor God. If 
^ou have by faitb received him aa youiv, your best 
intereats are aafe : not all tbe stornta that agitate the 
oceanynorall tbe calamities tbat visit Ihe earth, oor 
death itaelfi in whatever form it may come, can atrip 
yon of yonr inheritance. 

While Jonah informs as that he prayed, be %hHm 
Its tbe substance of his ^prayer^ which he recoUectad 
and wrote downi after bia delieerence. : . .There can. be 
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no d«nbt Uial, like mmit of tbe pimytrs neorM. hi 
MTtplure, it is given in an aiNridgtd form. Ho moat 
liave oddreiMd hlo God on tbio ocoaoioii, at mooh 
greater lengtb than what we have horo : for it is nala- 
ral lo Ihiokf thai, while he remained in his darli abode^ 
he woold spend most of his time in prajfer and medi* 
tattoo ; beguiling the lonely boors by the pleasures of 
deirotion. But here is an abridgment of his prayer; 
eonoisting of afiheting eomplain ts, earnest soppKoation^ 
and thiHiksgiYinge for begnn deliferance. 
. Tbat we have only a short compendiom of Jo« 
nahV prayer, H evident from the first words here re- 
ntrcMI, where he refers to petitions previously offered 
np^^ ** i eried by reason of mine afflielion unto the 
l^rd, arid he heard me ; out of I he belly of hell cried 
];'and thou beardest my voice/' When the prophet 
npenk^ of having cried to the Lord on this occasion, he 
does not mean, that he addressed Ood with a loud 
voice, or. even with an audible voice; for how eeold 
he use his voiee in .the heUy of the fish ? But he cried 
in bin- heart ; he sent up to God tbe earnest desires of 
liie soul. And in conveying our thoughts to the Om« 
sMctient, it is not necessary io clothe our ideas with 
^MNirds^ nM»h kss to employ loud cries> as if we would 
^-waken him. He reads the language of the hesrt, he 
Iftifaiw the voiee of the soul, and understands the groan* 
soga which cannot be uttered. The expression which 
«I4M^lh employs is merely intended to indicate the 
WBarmth of hia deairea : he prayed with great fervour, 
laice one who criea aleod l»r deliverance^ My friends. 



if ytHx are pitted in cirvamBlaiMes mhe^ 700 HMMum 
attempt to -pray witfa an audiMe Totto, nbr 
pot yoorscfres in a prayhfg po9lai«e, stilt ye« May 
gage in genuine and fitely devotion ; ht pr^ffr 
not consist in ottering words, bnt in poarkig oiiiIj#IP 
hearts onto God. 

It was Jonah's aflretion t!iat made titm earti«st% 

prayer : *' 1 cried by reason ^ mine afflktion -otil^tkv 

Lord.'' Wben be found himsetf swallowed fip by^MR 

fish, he was jnflftly alarmed at his awf«i <sYate, wild %s« 

took himself to €k>d iti fervent supplieaiions for d^* 

erance : and now, in this prayer, wbick seems to faarri 

been uttered a little befbre bis release, be reviews the 

alarm whieb he had felt, and the cries wtiieb his iod 

bad sent up to God, by reason of bis aflietion. AtA 

truly bis affliction was dreadful, and unprecedeiileiit 

he ** cried out of the belly of beH." He seenHNi to'%s 

in the befly of the grave, as this word is 'often tf&iAdet^ 

for the fish's belly would have been bis grave, haS^M 

not been miraculously preserved ; tmd even xmW ht 

was Tike one in the regions of the dead, pent op in'tte 

dark and narrow house. Nay, be seemed to btf in Hi 

belly of hell itself, sunk into the abyss of #o;')mrA0l 

down into the unfathomable deep, ks into the btftMn* 

less pit : his gloomy prison was like that abode *nf'|itori^ 

ror and despair, where men are titterly ea^t odi fiMi 

God, confined under bis wrath in chains ofHarltMn^' 

reserved unto the blackness of darkness fbr ever. 'Bht, 

if Jonah's prison is counted an emblem off hell, fli ilitM' 

of its horrors; think, O my brethren^ t^ dl^fitriMt 
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kUilieir i9«ist:be.tolbe,ckU4rM of vnih.! Toocmw]: 
flwke Mil their b,vworil^and pctfaaely talk of daama- 
tWMT Mr if U. were « Uide ; but ab ! it ia a feacfai tbiag 
^■ialLii4i> tbevbaJiHUi of the. living Qod^aiul to be pim« 
iih^4 «iiib.ef^«claatiiig deatmcUoa from the f reaenoe oC 
the Wd, and fvoan the gbry of hia power I Never let 
t^.vorda of tjbe scoffer aiHi,blaapheraer comeJRjto joor 
ayi^bfu nac nakt lig^t of Um terrors of eternal veo<* 
paacc;. "Xhe simiera in Zbon ace afraid ;. ftarlalnea» 
hath* f^arprised tke kypocritea.: who, among, as ahall 
dwell, with devaurtog fire ? who anong na ahall dw«U 
witli eiverUaUng burninga ?''^ 

Yet, thoogh Jonah aeemed to be in Ibc^ bell; of heUj 
ImwaA. not denied acceaa to heaven: however diaval 
Ut^ place of bis impriaonment^ there was no great 
golf tfiai:d between bin) and the throne of grace : foR 
even- opt of the bellj of hell he cried Muto hia God« 
fireibren, yon may aometimea he placed in a aituatioa 
which may be figaratively called "the belly of bell/' I^ 
ia ofte^i the lot of godiy aeaoien to be in company with 
a wicked crew, m^re lik^ fienda than nien^ uttering tha 
lini^nagfi, and» bceajthing, the spirit, of the powers of 
cbrknesar yet even from the belly of hell the children 
nf.Xffid /Will lift up their criea to their heavenly Father;, 
tnd, amidst the disguating conversation which assaik 
ihair^eank Gin. eartb> they wiU find a sweat relief in eon< 
lecaiag; with, the Holy One of Israel. 

Jpnahfs pcayfM*^ aent focth from his diamal ahode«^ 
b|U9^;J9e«^ access to heaven; and he records with* 
iratitnde the acceptiuictt which it obtained ; " I cried 

* Isaiah xxxiii. 14. 
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lifilo the Lord, and tie heard me ; out of the beRy of 
bell cried I, and Ihoa heardett my voice/' If«HM 
yet in the fish's belly ; bat, feeling the power t€ GM 
iiiataining him, and experiencing hi his tool the tolMi 
6t divine love, he has a phasing assohince tllaf'lil 
petitions were answered, and he gratefhlly aekucfi^ 
fedges the loving-kindness of the Lord. His m liii u i W I 
preservation was a sure token, that God had nol^ iMil 
Kim off, that he was still the object of hi« fatherly cirre 
and tender love, and that he was yet resenn^ -^if ^ 
tore service, to fulfil the purposes of his glory aitd gtWeei 
and when he finds himself not only preserved,' W 
blessed with a share of divine consolations, he la am 
that his cries have been heard, he anticipates witb J«y 
his ajlproadbing liberation, and even in the belly ^ the 
£sh his prayers are turned into praises. Indeed, tM 
faith and hope which he exercised, and that serenity^ tf 
mind which he enjoyed, in his unparalleled trial; weft 
certain indications that God was with him, ant! ihAft, 
ihoogh excluded from the light of the sun, he%as iM 
favoured with the light of God's countenance. * -'^'^' 
To magnify the riches of divine grace, Jomiti jM^ 
ceeds, in the next verses, to describe his forlorn 'allyM^ 
when he was cast into the tea, and sWalloweH 'a^fey 
the fish. 

~ Ver. 3, 4. ** For thou hadst cast me into the ij^t^ 
in the midst of the seas ; and the floods cOmpaa^Seit ne 
about: all thy billows and thy waves passed oittx ^AOi 
Then I said, I am cast out of thy sightf yet I ikfitWk 
again toward thy holy temple. '^ '* ' •*>'. 
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• We ttfe encoartgied, in a'OiotfoAs; fa povr dtti ow 
||liH» unto Odd; tayilig' before hrhii nil dot* HftxiQlJei 
§ii^ akte», our griefs ftiHf kktn t atid Hiusdoes the fro^ 
|i9^ fpr^ad 6tii before Qmi »M tile b^lrers ef bis ftin^ 
gf|ilif dkse. Be bad «o IdHH of glYin|f God itiform*Uo»( 
^ irbe^ eaii pretend to iftetrott Omfnisoienoe } but hft 
$km^l te ba^e bit oWti betfrt atfetsted wHb tb« mag^ 
»MMe of bis tH*K and tbe wendevsoff hiedeK'vtraiieek 
AU our sorrows are perfectly known to God ; but w« 
M«st poflr Ibenn eat before bi«i, Ibat our hearts may be 
lM|^)|ib4ed fend sefVened, and tb«i9 prepared ht tbe Mtnm 
af bi^viriereies. For this purpose, Jonah revrewa the 
awful e^dumstaaees of bis ei^se; ind paints tbe«i Ml 
the Viotl lively colours. 

The prophet impote^ bis i9Ms to their proper 
a0ib^, aftd seesL the hand of the Lord ^n aM that befel 
hiiifn; " Thx>u fattdst cast nfie into the deep, in the midst 
of jrbe seas :— all #% billows and Ht^ wavlea passed 
over m^.** The marftiere had thrown bitin rnt«> the 
te4 ; hvA in reabvy Gad himself bad east Mm tn» hk 
they wete only ihstrtitaet^ts m his band^ aetihg by h(b 
eiLfirelKi d^elion. €M had cast brnv into the deep; 
and Ibe waters that covered him were God's bill«ii^ 
Md €vod'8 wates;. TbD». JU«vib himihlett hmmelf 
tinder the mighty band of ^od, thai be migliD exalt 
1iii9 xw da^ time'. 

Ap)d gre^t were the trovbles into wktcb the dl- 
-Tine band had brou^bt him. He was cast i>nt» tine 
^A^ep*; ns^r into tile' midst of the seas : not inioJ a pla^e 
'w^ti Ibe sbare^ but intie: the. hmpt of the aeaa. This is 

M 



ibe itftaiHiig of Ihe U^br^w pbranev and H it iboa|bi, 
ihm Cbrist alludes ta it, wbtfi, in reference to jQiiiik'l| 
hifttoi-y, be speaks of be^ig three days and tbreenigjUiJ 
in like heart of the e^irth. Jonah was not left t« 
PA the waves, but was carried down to the bol 
ph^e the Hoods of the ocean surrounded him, «l 
the waves rolled over his head : "The floods com | 
me about ; all thy billows and thy waves passed ,i^} 
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Here it is very observable, thajt Jonah quotes 
words of David in the seventh verse of the forty-i 
Psalm, where it is said ; *' Deep ealleth unto fteen 
the noise of thy water-spouls : all thy waves and tl 
billows are gone over me : '' w.bich last words, in 
orii(inaI Hebrew, are exactly the samp with 
which occur here, although they vary a little i^t 
translation. The psalmist spake them 19 a fiffurafci^ 
sense, but they were applicable to Jonah's, pase .evi 
in their literal meaning ^ fof not only did the vj^vm 
trouble and sorrow and fear now roll over bim^Jbut 
fierce billows of the oc^an, under which he was .pi 
alive. Jonah could not read his bible in the^ heA 
the fish ; but it was well for him that he had dtlif e 
perused it when he bad opportunity, so that hysj 
was stored with its precious truths^ which now yie 
him consolation and supoort. There are seasons vi 

od s people experience, in a peculiar manner, 

' ' ' ' ' ' • , "" ' ,''**• 

-value of an intimate acquaintance with his w 

Ne^^lect not, my brethren, to read the holy scripti 

while you have opportunity : the time ma^ come w 
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ywa sbali be denied thm Messed pritifejf^e'; and you 
trffl then find the vast importance of liaviiig your 
memories replenished urith the sweet promises, and' 
eheerin^ doctrines, of the gospel of iDhrist* Those' 
ivfao make the bible their companion in the seasc^n of 
teafth, will find it to be their sappof t in the hoor of 
iribolation. ' ; m T 

When Jbhati seemed ready to be ever whelmed by 
tlte wravesof the sea, and the more dreadfbl bitldwt- 
of divine wrath, he begfan to despair : '' Then I said, 
I ftm east oQt of thy sight?' He expected, that the 
MHy of the fish woold be his grave: that he shonld'no 
mote lo^k ap to the heafens, Where God has his throne; 
nor' see diat holy temple, and holy land, where the 
emlileins of' his 'presence abode. Nay, he seems to 
baire been -seized fora tjme with alarming anticipations 
of eterhal' #fiith, and to have considered his being 
oaot into the! geii^ as an earnest of his being^ cast oat 
o^ God's sight lOto' the gulf of wo, banished for ever 
Atat his preBtsnce^' He said ; '' I am east out of thy 
IJIgikt^* and 'What can be conceived more tremendous; 
ik^ tojbe oxpeHed from the Source of all good; whose 
tliiniat presence is heaven, and whose eternal absence 
{o#eli! It is not inconsistent with God's love to his 
dHldren, to permit. them to entertain such gloomy 
thooghU for a season : he leaves them to walk in 
darkness, that their jbys may be the sweeter when 
Ike light returns. ^ Zion said. The Lord hath fori* 
'saken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." And 
Asaph indulged in the same melanoholy thoughts; 
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'< Will Ibe L»rd fM^ off iW ey«r ? and m\Ui fmMf^ 
v^omUe iw> inore ? Ishit roero^r deaii gMM far e^ 
4«»lli hit promise InU /or mefii^retf HMb God farfQ|l# 
loW^racioav? halh ba ia anger stioi qp bit tM^ 
mier«i«9}'^* ,'. 

What iben ^ «' Uatb CM onii aivay bil f^^ 
Will he leave bia servants a prey to despair ^ >.M 
Mbid. " Mia smynr ia bui (bt # maoHi^;, Y9f#l 
Utoy endqre for a »igbjt, bqt j«^ cMnelbao tb^nW 
^i^^'' In .|b0 oas^ of Jonnb^aa woH a« i«i ^ i9«mM» 
m^ qw^e,4h MtB09\tm daitt akiiidf qiii#klsr diip4rM 
^: a ray of t^le#lii4 Utfi4»' ^rliog tbiOMlk ^ 
floofn, to tih^H Dbe filiiqMi WMidtll9r<:r for ^^ 
90ag« 0^ d^s^ahckn^y ia qtrf^My: anitoeed^ ky>4«l 
ol boij^; "VYerl trill IdoIc a^aio t<»mi4 M^b^ 
V^fiiplo." SyppofUd by tl^ port^fi irfxWt ;fiml^ 
fe«lifl^ ih^ tokeiM of ditioe igaiadom«»:^Ui|^il>wM 
i«80T«rs bJA AiiUi ^itid bo^ and gjradMuMjf oMlM 
awaet Uta^qMiWAy of mM; ii^ Uie viftW f/i.n?ivfwf ♦ 
jMr MlaojojiAieMl df 4i^ .p«vibc:e^. H4%r8»MNMi 
i{MU«d> was disoMl i» tbi^ ant^iAi^:) ^»4wtf^<lJ>^^Nf' 
a&m% <ldiv«i!a4i^ Piia iNiiwiviUaf) y^^ ^>«gailM^ 
|»^ b«ti(ivj^ int b#fi€^' li«j«9 Col^ii awiMsdy fijib'li* 
|l« i^w. fiilt^ Ibal HM noubl B^pniji blei» bibMM 
^vieffldating; lifH* .bn^ i^sUirei:hi4»> fi»ft a^^soMsctHidlib 
flb^rDb.oii.e9iilbt.* • '••' : '.».i. . . -i/. m'-*^** 

,; Tbe noaoiiar int which trhia Jiop^ jt ttt|r^s»til^# 
JVitinds. our ppriitsul^r aAtontipfr. Tbet mam ttftM 
fd«#^ Dol sAy,. " L^all AgAin;bd«>ldibh4»Ai^bi ^^ 



^1 /?)[ 9litU,t|i$ ttie fticf jtf 99 dmr fci0i>d%;" or, «* I 

H^e.^o^ icf M»i» 4^if^ of |b^. Ir«i9,4|iiiit; bif c^9^ 
lurf; ^h«i|rt in h) ^^ifpn^psyry; »bcI tlij^l^or bo fiU 

{^b|t^,bi9s'K:l69fA9>J^gft¥4'f<>r.««i9n to^ assure km 

m^^9r\ <Mr>/<WI|i^t is ^Ka sMMtlM ^ sl^flU be abfp 
ta^l^acM^ tb^tngh, ib«i «j^x« pv » jf>Mni^)9 inta tbe 
fiwplfy V\ ftu^ jiiis qnjffMo* waH..f*W,b«* is the sjgit^ 
ihat 1 8b«ii g^.n^jt^ tji^;bftas« of Ib^ I^wd ?*'* fpr tbi* 
1iAati^.]fi«^ pJ^ea..if>,ip;bA9^ b«^ ^oM cepaftr, v^ejnjjiis 
iklMMeiVE^ a^e<lt Tbi^.,wf M^ irf 49i*ab bcvatbP'tMsaw 

»#«»lil'S¥etLliiy ip«k agf in. toward tl^J! b^jf V^nf^'^ 

I«ft>0rt4i.a;i^okf^.y.mahi19ii pmbiiac#,lfc^f(fl5St ^P^m^^ 
l^il^ 90 afr<9^Hig)n¥t;b4%jCOHrt9f to gi\^« ^..M^ 

;fcmil#Qft|Htf|r,feperW l^riy^ ^ivd.ibViiaihips. no sooo^r .srt 

ik»ii:M;*»H/ihpi;?irtbiiii m^ JUart^ Jo scefi<f& o(, dif- 

Sod ivbo bas" deUveM^ U^am ;, bwl tt^..|)f a^s scan^aji 
WH W|al««* lil(,« <r#P4b«. to ^k««ih|e ^rli^; ap^^t*^ 
f^^ viiHl#i><i.lbe,.bcxuw^.9f (jM ; J<o.. jw'«i^ ^w .ft* 

*)f(|bij| niaAei«ia» i<y e^(>\Ai% b<)ly wUli mi ^n^,!^ 

Wewinga of bp jr94!^ t - . . .;, . .. . .. 

* Isaiab xxxviii. 22. 
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Y«t Jonah it not sore tliai be ebald reaeb 'OodV 
My temple ; be spetki only of lodking towards ft 
Itdoe» not appear fhiit he was allowed to go to JeflK 
aalem, immedlattly mfter his deliverance ; ibr he wiii 
despatched withoot delay to Nineveh. Bat if he eoM 
not bend bis steps towards the temple, he wo«M, at 
l^st, direct bis eyesthitber; and, like Daniel; he wo«M( 
pray with bis face towarvlls Jerusalem, to testify Ik 
love for the sanctaary, and for its blessed institutioMi 
When be fk& to Tirshish, he turned his back on itk 
temple, but now be would set his face towards it'; like 
those pebitents of whom it is said; ''They shall ask 
the way to ZIon, with their faces thitherward, sayti^^ 
Come, and let us Join ourselves to the Lord, in a per- 
petual covenant that shall not be forgotten/** 

My frfends, when yon cannot come to the faoase «f 
God, let your desires go forth towards it, like tboae'of 
Darid When he was in the wilderness of Jodab. 
Especially, let your hearts ascend towards his * My 
temple in the skies. To this glorious temple -Jotfrii 
r^soWed to lift up bi^ eyes ; and perhapa he spedU 
here of this heavenly temple, rather than of ita tyfpt 
at Jerusalem ; for into this temple he sent his praiyi^* 
as he speaks in the seventh ve^se, and thStber llj 
warmest affections rose. ''The Lord is in his ImI^ 
temple, the Lord^s tbroiief is in heaven :"t and, bteaaed 
be his name ! be hears the prayers, and accepts iht 
praises, that are seat up thither in faith and in - t^ve, 
from any quarter of the earth or of the sea. Happy 
« Jeremiali 1. 5. f PBaIaixi.4« * 
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»^e they, who fan say, in the laogn^e of ' the . pn)pb<i» 
** The de&ire of our soal ia to Jl|iy name* and to. ^f 
remembrance of thee: With ,inj soul have 1. 4^ri4 
tbee in the night; yea« with toy spijrit within ^«,ii|) 
I peek thee early/'* « .. » . , .," 

Verses 5, 6. /' The waters .cqniptifsed me ..aboi^ 
even to the kouI ; the depth closed me cound abool^ 
t^ weeds were wrapped about niy hea^ ; I went dvwn 
to the bottoms of the moun^il|s^ tbe, earth ^i^h her 
bars was about me for ever : yet hast thou brq^gbt u(| 
my life from corruption, O Lor^ my God,/' 

III these words, Jonah gives a fur,ther description of 
his fears and his hopes, his sufferings .^nd his ,C9li^ 
sotations. His condition was truly terrible. The wa- 
ters of the ocean surroi^nded him; p^y, they se^ed 
to come into his very soul ; for his SQul.was sij^fcing 
imidst the waves of trouble, which threatened to over- 
whelm him : " The waters, compassed me about, even 
tq the soul. " He seems t^ allude to an9^her paasago 
in- thf Psalms; "Say,e mjB, O (jjfod.;. fctr the waterif, ^p 
CMne in unlo roy soul/'f Thp ]>ooK of Psalms^ pre- 
aentpauch a rich variety ^of passagfs^ j.e|atir^g to tl^^ 
experiences of thesajn(Sj^tb<^^^bere i^,per(^aps,ao por- 
tion of scripture belter adaj)te4,tp,r^fresl^ and coipfbrt 
the children of sorrow. .., . . p^ . 

The. case of Jonah appeared altogjS^ber.h/>peIe9^^: 

" The depth .closed mf .round ,9ibQi|tA. the .weeds we^p 

wrapped about my head : ( ?en( <f9wn t^ ^\i^ bottom^ 

of the mountains ; the earth with her bars, .w^s a|;)out 

« Isttiab xxvi. 8, 9. f Psalm Uix. 1, .j 



MM fi»r #ver/' He tvirs cwtM doirti b^ Uie fldi to 
flM kw^sl cava^Afl of the ocean, wtiere be was eoefoiel 
Ml ef«ry sMe by Ibe wateta of ibe deep. SonrdldiM 
bi# litMtf priseit wai« lyMg amengr ibe rai^k aea*weci 
part of which miKht be awallowed^ by the fish, and U 
fhrapped roandihe propbet'a bead, within ifaiKoailcb. 
4%tia be waa Imprrsoned at the very foandatitfna of U^ 
.ttrovintatiia, inf the darkeat and deepest cAverin(; nvt 
Ihere aeented to be no proapcct of release, whett U^ 
^artb, AS well aa the sea^ abut bim in on atf sidetf* tt 
with everlasthtg bars. To all appearance, there waiiM^ 
probability of hia ever aacending (torn these low Is^ 
iflattial reg^iona, till that period when the sea shsH^ 
up ibe dead wbieb are in it. 

In these strong colonrs does Jonab paint the bo^ 
rora of his aitaatron, that he might magnify Ibe «oft' 
ders of God's power and grace, manifested in biSTj^ 
tioua deliverance : and thfs deliverance he* proteedt tk 
eelebrate in the following woi'ds; *' Yet hast tbA 
brought up my life from c6rrupti(Hi,0 Eord my 6^^ 
ISmne e^tpressibns in this prayer, of ^hkh tbitf it ttM 
look as 4f they hud been added after J6n«hV reliwr^ 
^et he nvight nee these words, even in the fish's bdyt 
fbr there hts life was preserved front cormptihm,ot^ 
thefHt, a» the original term is; his seat did net itl 
into the pit of wo, nor pasa inrto the state of the dcauli 
nor was his body diss^ved and eorrapted in tbe ^^ 
macb of the aea^roonaier, as might have been- expetl^ 
Jonab, therefoire, as a type of Christ, might apply ^ 
himself tbe'propbetk werde^ of Dftvid ; <^Thou will doI 



sf itit^, ana ii> a'^iiiiif^ tk'e ^'oU-dk or mmwi 

t« wntdt ji' badf conveyeSr fiW/aii^ i^M iip\iiy4clKh)j|f 
tfi'e shore' wYiere ae' Ws U> oe saTeiy land^^ : ari'cf if tlitii 
was tne case, urs nopes woald oe Ine more livery, and 
ni8 praifife toe more warm. 
1 nere was one consideration inal pecuIiarTy en 



cour- 




tfi» tis G 



t**j 



h\s God ; ana under tnat' endfeSrlng eharac^e^ he 
noiT addressed him. There ts notning so mDcn calca- 
m^ io suupofi Hie filelDsver id Cime"^ of trial 1 8^ hYs 




eneoaraged nis heart, when it was in danger oTsinRing; 
«Wbf*#ufiStt^ci«i6cWiiri'^ ihy sbi*? rfn* -Jth^ art 
tkoa disquieted within me ? Hope thoo in God, for I 
sfaaii yet praise him, who is the health of my counts- 
nance, and my God.''t In this theprophet Habakkuk 
determined to rejoice, though all other comforts were 
extinguished, and all other sources of joy dried op ; 
" Although the figHree shall not blossom^ neither shall 
* Psalm xvi. la Acts ii. 31. fPsalms xlii. 11. xliil. 5. 
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ffQit be HI ihevioes ; tbe labour of the olive shall (ail, 
and the fields shall yield po meat; the flock shall be 
cut off from tbe fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls : Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation/'''^ Jonah, in like manner, can 
rejoice, even in tbe belly of the fish ; because the Lord 
was his God, so that he had nothing to fear. 
. My dear brethren, seek to have the Lord for yoor 
God ;. and then, wherever you are, and however yos 
may be situated, you will possess a never-failing source 
of consolation. We must be safe, if the Lord be oun, 
" What shall we then say to these things ? If God be 
lor us, who can be against us ?— Who shall separatees 
from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword ? Nay, in all these things we are more thao 
conquerors, through hin^ ^hat loved us. For I am 
persuaded, that neither deaths nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present^ nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.^f 

# Hah. iii. 17, 1,8. f Rom. v|U, 3l, 35, 37, 38^ 3?. 
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LECTURE VI. 

JONAH'S PRATER CailTINUBD.*-^HIR DRLIVBRANCB. 

Chap. li. 7—10. 

Ver. 7, "When my soal fainted within me, 1 re- 
membered the Lord; and my prayer came in anto 
tbee, into thine hol^ temple/' 

When Jonah was cast into the sea/ and devoured 
by the fish, he was at first seized with extreme 
agitation and terror : his spirits sank, his courage 
failed, his sool fainted within him ; he thought himself 
cast out of God's sight, doomed to bear the fierceness 
of his wrath, in the belly of hell. And it is not surpris- 
ing that the prophet's heart should faint ; for his 
situation was perhaps the most frightful in which any 
)f God's children has ever been placed. The state of 
Daniel in the den of lions is somewhat analogous to it; 
!>nt Daniel was not in a lion's belly, he still breathed 
'he vital air. The case of Daniel's three friends in the 
iery furnace was peculiarly terrible ; but they were 
mly a few minutes in the flames ; and, instead of 
)eing carried down into the bowels of the earth, or to 
he bottom of the deep, they were still within view of 
heir fellow-men. 
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Yel, however dhinal the eise of Jonah, it wu act 
<le*perale. The Son of God walked with the thiw 
noble joDlfa* in the midst of the fire ; and he aba 
aeeomtiitnied Jonah in the midst of the watrra, twi 
poured out upon hTm the apirtt of grace and or Hoppt 
cations, CTen in t)^ d>^^k ^^f rpq of l|iu deep, andin 
the belly of the Bah. Here the li^ht of Jehovah'i 
couDteoaacc bsinud on his sowi; foe, whm it 6uRlld 
within him, he remtmbered the Lord; and the remeuh 
branee of hia name brought hiai rich eontolatien, awl 
firm f ogport. ^_e ^hflo^ht on the ^oodn^ and tnwpj, 
Mi,e atreiigll) and failhyuJiieM, of fhe pod.of iara^! N 
recollected the wondera of l^ia pfiwfr and Kj^oe. *b'<=h 
^e had yn^sbt (or hia pepnie in the dv/» of old.L^ 
»llfc|c^ Ip ipind ^he prnipiafa pf hie covf na|i^ and tka 






ifiy.do'i^p;'-"". 

U ij 9*>^*i!>^ that the proi>hel|, aa well u 
• P«. aavii. 13. " liit'ii. 10, 1 i^ 13, 



M ftW ▼ft'*' f»<rt PP^y in^fW 99* t^«£* i^nA^I 
!«M!rt relief i^ ^e|9Ai^ji>, ^flV ll»^ Wi ff^Apl^f^ni^ 

to Uiee» into thine boiy lemple/' X^ ^^??W!^S^ 

rifed there, and was gract^mly adf^^Uiffi 191^ t;^ 

ifBwtef *nfl H.i5^fMt'^»4« ^flw^- T¥ pw^/» 9f ^iw 

look, as we have ^^ ii^ t)}e. Cfprlji 7^^!!^: ^J?^ 
to^^ ^ ffjlw 9^A|ibs| of ^ Gprffil hfily t^i^pl^ i^ ihe 

Vi^ito. ♦*? *i<>>iw^^ «?f ^^ 4iiN. p,9)«^/ wA aM- 

Dess which he no?^ fe^ ^Jjk^ |)^i; phasing hopes with 
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^ • • • ♦ * 

wbfeh' he was inspired!^ he was siire that* it was nof 
rejected : it had entered God's holy place, and qoiclYf 
brikig^t bacit a gracious answer. This the proplief 

tnentions, ' for the fcn-ther encoaragement bfhisfiiiti' 

« , ' • _ ^ t, 

and hope,and at the same time to magnify the Heaifer 
of prayer, for all the riches of his infinite grace, lie 
might have expected that, as he had refused to* listen 
to the voice of God's commands, so the Lord wtfuld re- 
fuse to hearken to the voice of liis supplications ;iMit 
how he acknowledges wrth joy and gratiladeV that tb 
Lord had not dealt with him after his sins, nor rewai^- 
ed him according: to his iniquities : and he is ready to? 
say, with the psalmist ; '^VeriFy God' bath heard me; 
he Hath attended to the voice of my prayer. '^etse^T 
be God, which hath not turned away my prayer; nA 
his mercy from me.'** 

Verse a ^'1'hey that obsert^ l)^ing[ vanHiea iforsi^ 
Iheir own 'mercy." ' 

' Here the prophet confesses the folly of relinqitiib^ 
ing the service and enjoyment of God, for ihe povsridf 
of vanities. This was his own crime ; but bts oooMP 
6iou Is expressed rn general terms, that it might' be 
more useful onto others: '*They that observe ly^f 
vanities forsake their own mercy.'' 

^dnah appears to allude to the worship of idols { tat 
though he had not run into idolatry himself, he had 
Just been witrie'ssi ng the idolatrous worship of the mt*^ 
riners, when they cried every man to his god ; and, 
on this occasion, hie had seen the folly of their servicesi 
' # Psalm Ixvi. 19, 20. 
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aiul 'the vast, advantage of knowing and seeking 
the. true and living God. Idols are justly termed 
^(j^^tUs; not only because they are foolish and useless 
gfHis, whose service is vain and nnproBtable ; but be- 
cause they have no real being, but are vanity and 
Botbingj existing only in the vain imaginations of 
their blinded votaries. " We know that an idol is 
ppihing in the world, and that there is none other 
God but one.'' Accordingly it is said ; " Are there 
any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause 
rain?'' "The stock is a doctrine of vanities.'* "They 
^re vanity, and the work of errors.'"^ With equal 
propriety are they stiled lying vanities ; for aU that 
seek them shall find themselves deceived; all that wor- 
ship them in the hope of deliverance, shall be utterly 
disappointed, as the mariners were when they cried 
uilto their gods. The prophet, therefore, declares, 
that " They who observe, or worship, such lying van- 
iti^» forsake their own mercy.'' They act in direct 
opjp^sition to their own interest ; they turn away from 
sll |he mercies of the covenant, which are placed within 
their reach that they may accept them as their own ; 
l^y> )hey forsake God himself, the Father of mercies; 
and thus they exclude themselves from the very foun- 
tain of all goodness. 

But idols are not the only vanities which men 

pursue in opposition to God. Numbers are led away 

by their own vain imaginations, instead of being 

guided by his holy will ; and numbers follow the 

« ]( Cor. viii. 4. Jen xiv. 22. x. 8, 15, 



nma dt tb* ^mm, irt^eatf <tr «i>^fiin^ titH it Hi 

pmott of m\r mAif. Joalrti Ui ^MeVtiA tu^ JM: 

iMfotthtl td hh d6M; rtikl- h<^VKi^)f cift UtM^e ^r0lf 
Miai. tbkii ifr ximt 6t mutUg'6'atUfik» B)* ftiHI^ 
Mg G»d; HW (UMiblf si^UMnkk Ua<f tMii tfoV ttiHl 
I^irig VaAHicb; t^dt'tf^b^iVedT him; slh'd'ifeftM^U nit^ 
b)ih j stt'tHatf mi iH^dtiiMeilp. t«' (?o<ft' M^ottV ilU 
Bill-(/wtt'ftbatne,lihaUe h4b^^ ttCdtti^f all tHf* i^iM 
d^UilthiK lit d^i^rflH^ lil^ (^fl'. bW llM'r«U<&<tf 
IM-dwD ro^y : Atiem't\ii 4)m fi# Ifeir-oYi^n u'':tlW 

Mi m-tHa t6ll0.vlnm hemit Hi temeti hftt 
mh-^iAik^ df the cWAiiifi: 

im' J^tfdh, ikiv iim «A^ id (Scdki^Mo^, tiia't iW^ 

kftilt"hiVe |i«a<i€. ttioag'h t)b%y' ^1t Mtiif tAV nyu^ 
»U>'As'<(f W^f oW h^m, ith^ sftaff r^e%\ Wi(^ IMI 
p\m(ii^ imi(i'lM6itj6'^mmottitAi ; biiVitiakl'tiif 
b^jecU' oX trieir pursuit a're'- all tymg vahilMS, Vdw 
na'tCer for a liiiie, to' dWelve and' to destroy.' UliSi 
they ehide the grasp of their parsoers ;- often, vM 
they s^em to be attained^ they presenUy ' if?aKe iliw 
selves wings, and nee away as an eagle towards ats* 
Ten ; and even when they remain, tney never yiof 
fneir possessors the joys wnicri Iney promised, ol» 
Toad tfieiii witfi anxiety an8 caiej* nay^ ii uSercy pV^ 
vent nol, tl^.■^^ t[clutK-'l'iii.m*f!o'luefr e\*eimd ruin. Thi« 



iftlbt p^-ofier «lMrf&6tef of llie H«hH, \ht j^eMirek, Ihe 
Ma|»bymeiitB, the h(Tm)ili%, 6f tire f it^nt Ufe ; tbto^ 
1^ all l^ifiir tanfli6S. Th« iirt«le«l of ArAhkind iViad^ 
MaI Of tfr^m ^1, Mtd fre ret&td^ Ib^ restilt df hk ^x^ 
ptrteiMee in ttole ntemnffaM^ wonJI^ ; «' Vat>Hy «f tanl- 
trtfc ; dl is vMlfty." fmly they are iyrhj? vatiili^ir. 
HMtttteKt the WbtA, and woukl t(t/b 71, (i6t otily of fter* 
UMil t^omtifbri, iMft 6f eve^hftsAHi^ fsKtfty. 

#)ry Hten, hretfateti; sVHild ^ wet tb tnidly at tt) 
^ffiMk^ 6iif o*<irtt itiet'cy, 1^ (jitest t»f gtdeh ly inf^ taititie^f 
Wkj Iheti^A %e terti a^ihty ftotti Hh^Oty^'of tAerey.am) 
tptirtk^ at tbe*dflfhl» 0^ his hive, Ibr the Mikt tif 6u«h d^ 
t«ttr^{, MMh ^iiitiMis enjt)ym«hts? f thindeed amat*- 
tif, tMil ifiny of ttr« thiMnbn at mtn ishoald be M blind 
their own interests; bill it m tilbdl tti^e a mating, 
lfAt4hi4 shodd be the perverse tlioree of mank^ittd in 
(MWirM ! '' Be a^Aotiiiihed, O ye heavetis at thvs, and 

>e horribly afraid ; be ye very isolate, saith the LeitSf. 
fot uiy peofte hlrv« vottiiuitted t^nro evihi ; tlifey have 
iMnal^n me, the fbutttatfi of litin g: waters, avid hewed 
bmi ^t <Meftis, bK)keti eistems, thai can hM no 
vsler.'^ What do yoo see ih the world, O ye ehHdreit 
if tMir, th!iA for the sake Of its lying vanities you would 
^feit eMtiHrl Iffe^ Shd ifiadly eir^ge yotrrsdtes to«v^ 
M^ httfhifigs f FodS ! when wlK ye be whte f H 
K)t the vofc^ of the gospel the voiee of merey ^ W^y 
lo yofi^tofh ar deaf eaMo the itivitatioiirs of love, ^tik 
MteH^ onl^ to thrO sytt^ voice of deeeifful plea^trref 
^hat is there in the call of God Hlttt ejcdt^s yoor ater< 

# Jerendah ti. n,l3. 
o 
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aion ? Does h« tay any tbing to oAod, or ta v^fm 
yoa ? Does he demand any tWag onreaMnaM^^ 
severe ? No : he briaf a his nercy near yoo : he4ii|| 
forbids yoo to be miserable ; he only eommands jfM 
to be happy. O that yos wooM ibrsake yoar^HI 
mercy no more ; bat listen to the voice of hfarmlll 
wisdom, intreating yoa to aoeept of real and solid MM 
" Now therefore hearken onto me, O ye chiklr^^lff 
blessed are they that keep my ways. Hear iostrB«tl>% 
and be wise, and refuse it not Blessed is the 
that heareth me, watching daily at ray gates, waiim 
at the posts of my doors. For whoso fiadetbiW 
findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lard t.Blft 
he that sinneth against me wrongcth his own soaU 
all they that hate me, love death."* 

Verse 9. *' Aot I will saori6ce onto thee with ifea 
voice of thanksgiving ; I will pay that that I 
vowed. Salvation is of the Lord.'' 

Having confessed the folly of regarding lying .HM 
ities, to the neglect of God, and of oor best inlafpii 
Jonah resolves, that he will no more engage ia 
preposterous attempts, but faithfully adhere >ata4li 
God of his salvation. The Lord had spokes fMV 
to his soul, and he must not turn ag^tn to aodifiM 
gioos folly. If others continae to observe lying va p M i^ i 
he will not follow their example ; but wiU rendct id 
to God the glory due to his name ; '^ I will, i jaaii ili 
onto thee with the voice of thanksgiving ; 1 n^t fM 
that that I have vowed.'' 

« Proverbs viii. 32**-36. 
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Jbnth ^xprewed a hope, that he «hoold look again 
t»«trtl9 God's boty lemple; and here b^ slatea what 
be weold do in the temple : he will offer sacrifices with 
tlM voice of tbanksgiringy and paf his rows. Grati- 
tade to God Is one of the first eittoiions of a generoos 
n^ifid in the boor of deliverance : and Jonah resolves 
teetpressbis gratitude, by presenting to God those 
l^-wiU efiertngs, which his law prescribed or diowed > 
IS aeknowledgnients <br his mercies. These sacrificea 
be will effer ** with the voice of thanksgiving ;" that^ 
ibile the smoke of the victims, and the odoors of the 
neease, ascended towards heaven, his praises might 
ilso ascend before the Lord, like a sweet, perfume. 

Even thanksgiving itself is a sacrifice ; and perhaps 
he prophet intimates, that this would be the chief 
nerifice which he would presents It is indeed abetter 
tscdfice than that of slain beasts, as God himself issti* 
ies in these memorable words ; " Will I eat the flesh of 
wHs, or drink the blood of goats ? O^r unto God 
hanksgiviog, and pay thy vows onto the Most High, 
tad call upon me in the day of trouble ; I wiU deliver 
h«e, and thou shak glorify me.«-<»Wboso offereth praise 
^orifieth me ; and to him that ordereth his conversa- 
ioa aright, will I shew the salvation of God.''* This 
I oar gospel sacrifice, which, like the incense ond^ 
be law, we must still offer up every morning and 
veotng ; according to the apostle's exhortation ; " B j 
ikm therefore let us oi&r the sacrifice of praise to God 
oQtinnally, that is, the fruit of oor lips, giving thanks 

♦ PsahD 1. Idy 14, 15, 23. 



pfutei^^ chiefly engigtd lo offa? » wbtn^^ Ufce JoiiaKi kij 
liid ei pm r i fftfl e 4 Mm mhM x>f G#4'ft itfebTorini^ §/m^t 
umi ; and. Intrt, «• ia oilrar pMMfret, lb« praplMpi mfim 
it bonronF some of lb«t psakiiisl't i««rAi ; *<" Wtei tkull 
1 H«€(«r imi» lb<» Ij»rd for#U hui bi»ii«6UtiiW»r4i«^ 
It will Uiu Um cnp «l MlvalNni^fiiiil <itU upon liMiMM 
U Uie Lof4.fp«[ will offMT la lbe« ibfttj^criAoe ^f Miviki^ 
givingv MiA vUl call ofioii the «a»« of lb# Lmii I 
^iU pay mjr vova mU^ tbi» b»rd» now in tbt pceii«Bc« 
oi alt kk pecf le : la Uw cMurlki, of Uio \^*% 
btnao; ift iha aid^t oi ike; Jeroaatotn* . If mm 
ye the Lard.'^t 

Yti oifitrtnga of alaia Iniailti v«r» UiM mocwwry 
itt ibe atcvic* of God, aa rapiipniwrtit ol gQiU^ #iill m 
ombknuk of Uw great aloBcnt nt vhtclh ^Mio iikbm m^ 
Ml IIms riOneaa of lime, Uial ^'ose ofimDf'' mbbob ''Mil 
p«i4ielecl fbr evf r them tkal ara. aaodiAcii ;| ami h- 
nab, w4o vMibknself on omioeol typ% of €brb^Jiv«fllil 
not negflecft i9.o&tr, wi4b hi& Ibank^j^niii^si^ Ibi^Nl ab^ 
MoiM wbich pocfigtired Hm^ gitaA propkUM|li<Mi. t la 
lUa Wto Ka «nmiU iwdoIvo to iniUftIf llke.paaiilMM».ai|iM 
aaya ha anoibei place ; " i will go iiiAo ifaQ^ bowia nilb 
borat-offbringi ; I viki pay Ibae^ my Moaa; iv4iMi aiy 
Up* bave oMaredky and my roouljft baAU spo^Mtfi* ^aW 
I was ill trowbl^. I w^ oAw imta tbae bucwt-^aoflifiaet 
af fktlinga, wiib ibe iiicaaac of r%tm: I wtUi oAr« baU^ 
oeba mitk goala^"): Jionab poibapa oouM aoi. aflbrd 
lo otifer awob coally mtlms, yet b^ would jaoi a|ifini 

* Heb. xiii. 15.. f ^ wfL l^ ^ H^ ^> l^* § Heb. JL.li 
t Pb, IxYi. 13—15. 



Moro Ihe hofi ^i«fty ; 1m wqM bri»g liis iMrifict 

enpr^oa 9f grtUM^t 9j>4 fn iptinmlioii of bit relU 
ilie« 00 CM'f pacf)oi|ipf mf rey> voncbMifed throogk 
tli0 bipod of at^i^inoih^ 

. liko the iwloutt in the |iMii«o« qfoted ahovo» 
4<mm4i roiplfe^ to pay fails tovs, wMm ho offertd hia 
aMviftie. Tbo piariiiera i|ia4o toiw oq oecaaioa of 
l^ir deUir^ra^oo; and the prophet made Towa aleo^ 
eilUMr amidat tha ragtag of the aipriQ^ or in the fiab^a 
hMaUjif ; a»d now, in the protpect of hia apeedy rekaaOit 
b# raaol? aa to pay that which he bad vowed* aa well 
aa to aacrifioa wjth thi^ voica of tbankagiTing. Per- 
haps the matter of his vows caosiated of «acri&ceS| a« 
a^yteam to^ have been the caae with the psalmiat ; for 
ibo aai^ta ^ old freqaently bound themselves by vowa 
i»o0»r certain oblations before the Lord; and hen^ 
va ^lon fiad the name v<w:$ applied in scriptore to 
tboae oblaiiana themielvea* which the oiSerers were 
baofld V» pffsant, not by any express |aw> but by their 
o^n. votantajry eogagaments. Whatever vows of thia 
Aeaoript^n Joaiab bad madoj he now solemnly rati-» 
6a4 Vk the preaenoe of God, Or, if his vow were of 
•laotboK kind ; if be bonnd himself to run off no moro 
fmm tba^ service of God^ hot go to Nineveb» or whi«> 
Abnasstover the Lord might send him ; or if he eame 
imdMrany aiber aogagemonta to God^ be renews and 
tfonfltma ^em all, in tbia devout pnayer ; resolving 
4hat ha will M>t neglect in tbe session of deliverance, to 
pofoia what he had promiaed in the hoqr of tronble* 
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And Cnilj^ oar hearts are •» treacberoos^ mi w« aw 
80 apt 16' torn aside from God, that we cabnot IM 
tfarsclves too firmly to Ins service, nor renew ociif #P 
Itagemenls too freqaently. Let as ji>iii owraetveiV 
the LiOrd in a perpetual covenant, and never fbr^ 
our vows and obligations. If we ar^ carefbl'tif MM 
our engagements with m^, how much more «lMtfi 
we pay our vows onto the Lord ? Espedaliy «s M 
services which we are called to promise hitn, Ar6^ 
Conducive to bur own interests. The moi^* w^ 'ftdfe^ 
our God, the more we profit ourselves: aiHf whtsd'.'ifc' 
vow to serve him, we are binding^ ourselves to dit^wtAl 
fs not only our duty, but is most lor oariafely^oir 
comfort, and our honour. 

While Jonah resolves to oflfer sacrifices of tlHmls* 
giving after his deliverance, he begtn^ to renil^ pMiH 
unto God even in the fish's bellv, in the view' of %lt 
iipproaching liberation ; for he cloises this pri^yer kf 
extolling the Lord as the God of his salvation r * '* M« 
vation is of the Lord. '' These words again reAiind «t 
ol some expressions in the book of Psalms, parti^tilar* 
1y the conclusion of the third Psalm ; where it fa nMt 
" Salvation belongeth unto the Lord.'' Thaft Baalm, 
like Jonah's prayer, was composed in a season Of grM 
trouble' and imminent danger ; on which oecwAlMf 
David, betaking himself to Ood as his refuge, coirfM H i 
in him as the on^y author of hisaslvation, and re»«l4Mi 
to give him all the glory of that deliverancei which iw 
hoped for. And here the prophet imitates hm aic» 
ample, declaring, to the honour of God, that whereat 
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M other refogea are bat lying Tanities^ be is the God 
eCealvatien* and in that character w worthy of all 
Uemng and praUe : according to the words of the 
pisaliiiist in another passage ; "He that is our God is 
tllft God of salvation ; and onto Grod the Lord belong 
tfce isaoes from death/'* It was he that prepared the 
is|i to receive Jonah ; it was he that preserved him 
aiijpe in its belly, and cheered him there with diving 
os^Molations ; it was he that supported him with pleasr 
ing anticipations of deliverance, which his own al« 
uughiy arm was presently to work : and therefore he 
wiU mpcribe to him honour and praise and glory, by 
declaring with joy and gratitude^ that " .Salvation is 
of the Lord/' 

With these words Jonah ended his prayer ; and the 
deliverance which he anticipated, and foe which he 
magnified the Lord, was then just at hand, and per- 
haps i^as wrought for him at the very moment when 
his jirayer was concluded : for the account of his won- 
derlol release immediately follows. ^ 

^^erae 10. "And the Lord spake unto the fish, and 
il yomited out Jonah upon the dry land.'' 

Scinreriy was the prayer of Jonah ended, when 
the hopes which he had expressed were gloriously re- 
alised, the arm of the Lord being stretched out for his 
d^verance. His petitions were presented in faith, 
and tbey succeeded accordingly. " If any of you lack 
mMom" or any other blessing, " let him ask of God, 
thai (ivetb to all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; 

* PsafanUvl«i«^« 
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ahicI il shdl be ^firen him. B«it ht him ii«k fa failfcv 
ttothin^ imverittg : for ht tbiit i#at^eth i» ftk« a «t^ 
<iif the tetiy driren with the irittd, afHf tbote^.'^ Hftt 
fltrotigly are we eneooraged it to'me M<My ^ IM 
Ibrofte of gtaee ; where the |;lMiaiti« Heiiter of ptz^ 
^ka to receive oirr pelHiOnt, and waitu t& be sfrw*foiit! 
^ the eftetuftl fervent p^yer of 4t H|thteoo» timn ftviil^ 
elh tnueh.'^^ The {yrayer« of Elt^, who '^ w^g k mm 
imbjecl to like plt^iona aa we ate," fihwt he^nrcfn, mA 
opened heaven ; Ihiniel't pruyer ** stopped Xhif m^olhi 
of \im$f^ ftnd the prayer of hh three friend* '' cf^ieneli* 
^d the viohinee of fine i^ and, in like ntntinet, JonahH 
priyer obtains his release liroiti the jaws, My from 
the stomach, of a frightfal sea-monster. Weati^ 
not to look (bt miracles in answer to oor play- 
ers ; yet we are warranted to eisffeet great tbhigi; 
ttota the inexfaanstiUe bounty and rieh gtae« of t 
iredeeming Ood : " Ask, and it «hall be givtm yttt \ 
beek, and ye shaH find ; knock, and it aAmll be opemtt 

nnto yoa."t 

The prophet^s deliteranee w«s as miraeototft as 
his arrest, and his imprisonment : " The Lord ^pakA 
nnto the fish, and it voniiled ont Jonah Opon the dry 
land«^ By the exertion of dcWne power, tfa^ fbb lA 
wfhic^ Jonah had so fong been detafned, t^ nrade t» 
deliver up its prlaoner (n safety. • tbr tbfe purptm^, 
^ the Lard spafce^ onto the fish.'' This rennatkabte 
e^ession may denote the ease with wfaleh thisnrdght;^ 
"totk was effboled : fbr as, at the creation of tbe wrotfd^ 
♦ James i. 5, 6. T.'M>, it. f Matthew vii. 7. 
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God ''spake, and it was ; ho commanded, and H stood 
fa>tf" so now, he needed onJy to sp^ak the word, and 
tbe thing was done. The phrase also intimates th« 
complete sovereignty of God over the inferior crea« 
tsren : they are wholly at his eall ; so that he "says to 
one, Go ; and it goeth ; and to another. Come ; and 
it Cometh.^' He commanded the rafens to feed Eli- 
jah ; and the lions to spare Daniel : he sent forth the 
tempest to arrest Jonah> and prepared the fish to ap- 
prehend aru! imprison him ; and now, when the ends 
of hb imprisonment are served, an order it issued for 
bis release, and is instlmtly obeyed. Influenced by 
SQuns^n power, the fish rises from the bottom of the 
deep, advances towards the shore, and ronning per- 
haps into some creek,' where it was most convenient 
for Hie prophet to, get on shore, throws him oiit safe 
Qpon the beach. He who made the fishes of t4ie sea, 
the bea^s of the field, and the fowls of the air, can at 
any time employ them for the purposes of his glory, 
sod ipake them obedient to his will.- Their dutifol 
Bobnnission, and their punctuality in answering the 
ends of their creation, we find brought forward as -a 
reproach to man : ** The ox knoweth his owner, and 
the ass his master's crib; but Israel doth not kr>ow, 
my people doth not consider.** "Yea', the stork in 
the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the tur- 
tle^ and the crane, and the swallow, observe the time 
of their coming; but my people know not the jud<j;. 
meni of the Lord.*'* Tho ready obedience of the fish 
fornished a lesson for the disobedient prophet 
* Isaiah i. 3. Jeretniah viii. 7. 



IM ioVAH*s DBLiYBRAirefi. [Ltcr. TTi 

Wliit tttonitliiDeiit and joy mait Jcmtli km/t Vk, 
irlieQ be fovfid faimieff aiRre and safe opon tlie wMt 
when he breathed again the vital air, and when ift 
eyes once more ^held the beama of tlic san, fazed «K 
the aaare vacilt of heaven^ and sanreyed the beaoHll 
of crea4k>n ! Doabtlesa hU benrt overioiped iiflli 
gratitode and 4ov« to the Ciod o4 his mercies, vhileffl 
mind was filled wiih admiration and awe. His ddv^ 
erance was a wo«der of mercy, as rnudi as of powca 
What coald rebeUtoQs Jomh expect, when lie wit 
cast into the aea and swallowed bj the fish, bat ttst 
bis grave should be in the bottom of the ocean, sNl 
that he skoold no more en|oy the »Ught of iife ? YM^ 
liehotd the riches of io&nite grace! lie is not only pie? 
served in the bdly of the fish, btft mercifuUy releaaeil 
and the ^h is made to vomit htm oat, net in tile 
depths of the sea, nor ki the aaidstof the waivea^ wHen 
he would have been drowned; nay, nbt^ven iniheaifi 
where -he behoved to get astiore by swimtwiiijg ^wrmt- 
ding ; but uipon the dry land, where be was in peiM 
safety. Such is the goodness of Grod Inwards tail ii^ 
worthy servants. There were still rematfiders •f M^ 
ruptroo in Jonah's heart, as we shall after«ar4e a^ 
yet God remembered him in mercy ; and, haVitig |iril» 
served him in unparalleled dangers, now wtonglitte 
him a signal deliverance. Well might andher propM^ 
exclaim ; " Who is a God like unto thee, thut panNii* 
etb iniquity, and passeth by the transg^resMon #f ^tltt 
remnant of his heritage ?. He retaineth notbis 
for ever^ heoauae he deligbteth in oteroy/'^ 

* Micah >ii. IS. 



Qm It. 7«»-4l0.] SOfHMX^B OBLITBIUuHQE* 107 

i)n vbai part of ik6 sbof t of the If editerraneaii 
hmv^ WM koded^ we art not kiforioed ; bot it was 
iftwt prababiy oa the Sjrian CQast, aomcwh^re aboat 
tba {il«ca that, is now called the bay of Seanderoon: 
foTjt as be wfta forib#itb to set oat for Nineireh» bis 
Jstmd God would briag bim to land, at a spot from 
vibeoce be coohl most ooaveniently proceed on bis 
jowrney. It is not unlikely, tbat tfven the fisb wbioh 
bad the bsnoor of being the instrnnient of bis pre>« 
servation, sbared on tbis occasion in tbe goodness of 
God ; and that» instead of being made to run asbore 
Md perisb, it was permitted, ader delivering its cbarge, 
to retarn safely to its mansiens in tbe deep. 

It is of oiueb more importantie to observe, tbat> 
as Jonab's eonfinsitient was a type of Christ's bnrial» 
S« was bis deliverance a type of Christ's resurrection^ 
VliMe days was the prophet entombed in bis living 
grsve, and on tbe third his grave was opened^ at tbe 
osQHDand of God, and be came forth with joy and glory 
to ibe light of life : three days tbe Saviour lodged in 
the dark regions of the dead, and on the third bis 
Ismb was thrown open, by an order from heaven^ 
tiirei^h the ministry of angels, and be rose to life in 
fbry and triumph. The tomb of Jesus, like tbat of 
Jonah, was one in which never man bad lain : and 
as Jonah emerged from hia dismal abode nnburt and 
jn|rfnl» ready to fulfil his ministry among the heathen 
All Nineveh; so did our Lord arise uninjured by the 
{gm9e, freed from the effects of bis Father's wrath, and 
prepared to publish salvation to the gentiles. 
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Breihren^ "while mt view this memorable emblen 
of Ihe retorrection of Jesot, let oar faearU rise to- 
ward the tbingt above, where Christ sitteih on the right ' 
band of God. Why should wo'cleave to sablausr;. 
things, and neglect that exalted Savioar, to whotn the - 
prophets all bear witness, and in whom alone is all , 
oar salvation? His glory is sel forth in thedivuie wor^/ 
that we may believe in his name, and rejoice in bis 
blessings; and the wonders now wrought for Jooak 
may well encourage our faith and hope, since thty 
faroish a display of his power and grace towards help- 
Ibss sinners* As Jonah waa brought forth froio hii 
gloomy dangeoA, to rejoice in the blessingo of life 
even so, if we flee to Jesus for refuge, be will bcttf 
our souls out of darkness to the light of life, and fitt st 
with joy and peace in believing ; nay, our bodies-al- 
So, though they must lie for a time iu darkiiess^^kAH 
at last be raised to everlasting light, by his aliqii;h^ 
power* The prophet's release from his living grave, 
not only prefigured the resurrection: of Christ himself} 
but that of his people.: for, as his grave was 9001- 
manded to deliver him up in safety, so sliall the grave 
of every believer, whether on land or ai.the bottom of 
ilie sea, be commanded to surrender him up, and he 
shall :come forth, at the call of Christ, not only, alive, 
but ctothed with glory and immortality. "He sbaU 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned We 
unto his glorious body."* 

* Pbilippiaus iii« 2U 
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JONAB'S MllltarEY AT MINBVSH. 



Obnp. 111. 



Yer. 1, 2. " And the word of the Lord came onto 
loaab-tbe second lime, saying. Arise, go anto Nineyeb, 
that great city, and preach onto Ti the preaching 
thall bid thee/' 

* The book of Jonah is one of the shortest in the 
sacred iN)lQme, yet it abonnds with striking events, 
dis^laytng in a variety of ways the glory of the Iiord. 
In the former part of the book^ we have met with sev« 
era! ef the wonders of his power ; now we are about 
to contemplate the wonders of bis grace: and we shall 
iif^d the latter, like the former, manifested towards 
the heathen, as well as towards the prophet himself. 
' Jonah had disobeyed the voice of the Lord, and 
deserted his service; and hence it might nataraliy be 
supposed, that the word of the Lord would come to 
him no more, and that he would not again be employ- 
ed in that honourable work, which he had shamefully 
abandoned. It is enough for the unfaithful servant to 
be pardoned ; he must not hope to be trusted and pa- 
tronized : and we might naturalljr expect to hear, that 



110 JONAH'S 1IINI6TET [LSCT. VU. 

Jonah's commissioa, of which be had proved hiowctf 
so an worthy, most be taken from hifn« and iransferred 
to another. Bat "God's thonghtsarc notAor thoogbt^ 
neither are oar ways bis ways : for as the heavens aie 
higher than the Htih, s6 ite his t^sys higher than our 
ways, and his thooghts than oar thoughts."* He docs 
not diHmiss.his tttfftits Air1MJb*sAiioei tiay formaaj 
offences ; and even such as have run off from his serf- 
ice he kindly restofito io their (ilaee, and loads with 
bis benefits. " The word of the Lord i»nie unto Jo- 
nah^ the secliAd* time,'' renewki^ his cocnmiss^ii-^sad 
thos niit oaJy smIui(( his pardon^ bttiencocKaginghMI 
to hope for a hIeA'ing on bis ministry, notwilbstfmdiiig 
bis recent disobedience. Perhaps he durst aot hsve 
ventured to pnsceedio Nineveh without t,his fr4sb war- 
rant, lest he should expk^rienee a disappsiifitiiieiil liiM 
ttiat of the Inr^lites at Kadesh-hafne%i when. ^MV 
presoined of their own aoosrd td a^lttok the Canaan^ \ 
ilest which they might have silcctssf«»ll|f do^ at Mm 
first ift otitdience to Gdd;t Prohab4y th^ w«rd of th« 
Lord new canse to Jonah irt the samie wsgr Ieis betaMi 
but whether in a dreaid^ or a visiow ; by th<^ voiS»:4f 
the Spitit withikik or of ail a^gtl without^ is m^-t^^ 
corded. In whatsver way the comwiiMiioaJtitsii HHi 
■Sade, Joitffh kne^ it to he from God ;.aii4 wia ki M 
adihire that rich grace ivhioh rest«l?ed bios foliy to^ 
hiiMDMirable office. . > 

Where lind when the prophet received this WMIr 
sage from heaven, we oaMwt say. .U is-.fiosaibk Ihll 
«<Idiiahhr. 8^9^ f Numbers jdv* 40 w45«. .. 
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k Might be ptnaiUed Xofg^pothtt Uttd of Iirael, zud 
pty ^it fomMit 0«4's boly t«aifla» #Mordiiif to bi# 
mkh ; bot it A far more UkfAy, that Ibui oomamnici^ 
tiM look p(aoe immodiftUly after Jon^b'a rrietae* aiid 
vbile he was y^t wear tbe abore 90 which the £sh ha^ 
tbrwvn him. We a(My aoppoae that, by the good 
pfovideitce of Go^ be %bs landed at a phee mbere» 
tilEie Paol and bia abipwreeked coaif^ioM» be omt 
vilb kifid treaUneAt froM tbe nativce ; and bavin|p >•• 
freabed hineelf among tbem, perbapa for a day or tiro» 
that be might be etrengtbened for his joorAay^ im i# 
canmanded to proeeed witbeiit ieilber dela0r» to ^xf- 
eate tbe scrvioe wbieb be bed ioffmeiiy deelined. 

His orders vere .renewed in these term# ; " Ariad* 
go to liineveb, Ihat^ent oity» and pteadh qnto it Aba 
preaebing thai I bid thee/' Hemnst no« hasten wt^ 
:€red'8 osessage to tbe people of that gceait ^od »ick^ 
eity ; for their ains bad come np before tbe Lord, ven- 
geance iraa ceoiing doNin against tbem with baa|l,f 
steps, jMid sonse time bad already been ;lost by tbe pro- 
phet's diagrae«;fnl .flight. He bed been penits«ll|r 
•pragFUig and ? owing, in tbe iflsb'e belly ; and now be v^ 
•iequktd fto prove the aincenty of his rcipentianoe, by ^ 
letdy ftnbmission to tbe will of God. This is the te^t 
-by i^Heh tbe reality of onr feitb and love, pur bamtlity 
and nentritien, moot be 4ried: for what are profev^ionf » 
or premises, or .vows, without obedience ? " If yeiote 
mp/* says Christy ** keep my GOBimandments^-*nE(e 
that bath my commandmonts, and keepetb tbem, i|e 
it is that lovotb me<''* Snclr of God's children, in 

• * Johnxiv* 15,21* 
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particolar, as bate fallen into any gross sms, or omit- 
ted any important dnti^s, must beearefofto testify tli« 
trnth of their repentance, by fleeinf^ ffom the sin* 
which they bare practised, and earnestly retornini^ tt 
the duties ivbicb they have negliBcted : and since Jo- 
nah's crime consisted in deftert^nil^ the service of God^ 
•he most shew his sincerity by ftjfprompt obedience. 
In this way, Jonah wiU fulfil his ?ows, as eflTecfatliy 
as by offt^ing sacrifices with the voice of thank8gi?i»]^» 
" Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offertsgs 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voree of the Lotd ? 
B^oid, to ob^y is better thati sacrifice ; and to heark* 
en, then the fat of rams/'* Let the vows which haf« 
been mide at jiea, in tint^s of danger, be thuf 
perfbrrtned, in a course of steady obedience to Gedv 
Those who havfe escaped the jaws of • destruction, are 
particularly bound to devote themselves to his service: 
^he life that has been saved by bis power and merey^ I 
*fihoald be speftt to his honour and praise. 

Here, as in Jonah's first commission, Nineveh ii 
•ttfed '' that great city." Perhaps tbe jgreatness of the 
city was one thing that served to make him averse' I* 
go. thither: he had been accustomed to preach atOatb- 
hepher; and other villages or small towns, ami mt^ 
disHke- the idea of visiting so large a city, and preash- 
ing t6 Its numerons; wealthy^ and powerful inhabitants. 
Yet, however great the city, or thfe Inhabitanlvi he 
moKt' now prdceed to Nineveh without ^^ainsaynig. 
Indeed, the more populous the tity wab, the OKAt 

♦ 1 Samuel XV.' i22. = ' ^ 
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important wan the sphere of his laboars ; und be mast 
hasten thither, lest the myriads of precious sqqIs whicli 
it contained, Aioald be left to perish in their sins. The 
destroction of so great a city would be peculiarly awful; 
and therefore it was of the more consequence, that 
means should be speedily employed to avert it. 

Jonah is ordere4 ^o go to Nine?eh» *' and preacli 
unto tt.'^ We do not find that he brought the inhabit* 
anta ** good tidings of great joy/' he only proclaimed 
their awful danger; his words were not promises of 
mercy, but threatenings of vengeance : and yet he is 
said Xo preach unto Nineveh. Many professed christ- 
ians hate to hear denunciations of wrath, and allege 
that to discourse on the guilt and danger of sin is not 
preaching; the language of their hearts is, ''Prophecy 
not ante upright things; speak unto us smooth things:" 
but the faithful minister, who does not speak to please 
the ear, or catch the fancy; but to move the hard heart, 
arouse the careless soul, and save the lost sinner from* 
going down into perdition, will proclaim the terrors of 
the Lord, as well as the joys of fuilvation ; and publish 
Lis threatenings against the unbelieving and impenitent, 
as well as his promises to returniug transgressors* 
The publication of God's threatenings against Ninevek 
was indeed preaching, and it proved successful preach* 
ing. ** The law is our schoolmaster, to bring us unto 
Christ, that we might be justiied by faith:" the threat- 
enings of vengeance awaken os to seek the blessings 
€>f mercy ; an4 he whei has tasted the bitterness of sinj, 
18 prepared to rvliali the joys of pardon* 
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In preachiti|[^ to Clie NiMvites, Ibw amlraaudsr W 
God maftl ibtde el«Bc4y by hh instnictioRs ; <' Preach 
liiilb it Ihe preaching that I bid tliee." Tiiese werdi 
tteem to atlode to ihe orders Uni f rven bm. Thoo^ 
be. had fNHid #Mdt with bis commission, it mvat Bot bi 
altered to salt his homfMn-; but he mast go^cn tha sann 
trrtLt^, end pneach tire aame ifai^gs, as Gad hadii- 
r«ct«d him beCore. W« most not expect Ihat God iriii 
give way to os, and aeoammodaAe hss commands io 
our ^Ni^adices and invlmfttians: bis wiU, and nol •^m, 
wiKi be t>or law. Many seem to tbink, tbut Gsd'4 
precepts anay be modified, to aoit their fancy, or their 
aapposed convenience. For ins t aittice, it is a proverb 
a«soog some tbougfatleas seafnett, .** There is no saht 
bath at aea;'' «s if Gad's aotbiacity were not e<)aaUy 
btAd4iig m every pkoe, and itt every time. ]t is bne, 
there are datiee io be dene eo.abare wliicb tbere is b$ 
oppartoitity ef perfurmina: at a«a, at 4ea8t <not I0 Ibe 
aame extent ; hot wherever we are, and in wbatev^ 
circamatanees we are plaeed^ ^iie most not Sot. a mo- 
ment suppose, that en^ lef >God's «otnmaads cm beset 
aaide or altered, la suit our contveaiea^, «r gratify 
mur faantaor: we most observe 4fom all to tlM^,iita»Qit 
•f oar power. Jonah mast preach, nat aecorditif t» 
bia own fancy, bat acconding. to .God's diredtioAs^ mi 
these are ihe same now as at lirst. '* Tibet e are hmaj 
derices 4q a -man's heart ; nevwrtheWss, the eooosel ft 
the Lovd, that shall <stand.^^ 

Bat this order may r^fer to the lalore> ratber Ibu 
the past or thepveaeqit. Jooah^Mist/prfiacfa ivhstever 



GU mmy bid hMi m hb trHTal s4 N we? eli. Ptrlufi 
!• WH not lo rectiv* the whole of hi* inMj-^eiiMuitf 
till he arrked at the eeene of hb labouti. N«Yai •£<' 
enn are go«aetiiiH;s seat out to sea irilh sealed ordera, 
wbieh they «re nel to open till thej reach a partieolar 
kttlode; «fid Jooah most proceed te Ninefeb, to 
preach what God might there enjoin him. Implicii 
idbmission to God's will is the dot; of all his aervants. 
^ Ltrd, what will thow have me to do V moat be the 
bngoage of their liearta. And it is Well for them» that 
the]r have a God to direct them at every step, onto 
whose guidance they can aafely commit themselves. 
Jonah was to preach to a great city, abd before great 
men; bat he need ''take no ihooght bow or what 
he shall speak ; for It shall l>e given him in that same 
boor what he shall speak i" and, if he meet with oppo- 
sition, he moat not be diacoaruged; for, "God will give 
him a month and wisdom, which all his adversariea 
ihall not be able to gainaay, nor resist."* 

Brethren, yoo may t>e called to distant parts, 
withoat knowing what daties may t>e there required of 
yen, in the providence of God: bot it is pleasing to re« 
ieet, that wherever yon are, yon can always look onto 
God for coonsel, and take encouragement from his 
promises to hope for his directing grace: for he says, 
" I will instroct thee and teach thee, in the way which 
thoQ sfaalt go ; I will guide thee with mine eye:" and 
again, "I will bring the blind by a way that they knevr 
net, 1 wtU lead tbem in paths that they hove not 
* Matthew x. 19. Luke xxi. 16. 
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koovn ; I will make dtrknett light before tbem, «kl 
crooked things ttraigbf* The patriarch AbrabMi. 
went oot^ at the eall of God» not knowing whither hm 
went ; and* we, in like manner, mnst commit onrselfwb 
to God's disposal, hnmbly relying on him for gaidanest 
and support, in all the daties and difficulties that n^ 
lie in our way. 

Ver. 3, 4. " So Jonah arose, and went unto Ninevdi# 
according to the word of the Lord. (Now Nineveh wail 
an exceeding great city of three days' journey. } Amk 
Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and 
he cried, and said. Yet forty days, and Nineveh sMI 
be overthrown*" 

Gar heavenly Father chastens his children for Ibeu' 
profit; and Jonah profited by the rod, for he no longer 
allempts to evade the arduous service assigned biia; 
Like the psalmist, he might say» ''Before I was affiled 
ed I went astray; but now have I kept thy wordu^ 
ilis corrnplions, as we shall see afterwards, were net 
wholly subdued ; yet, having felt in his bitter experi« 
ence the folly and danger of deserting his post, he tie 
more turns his back upon Nineveh, but hastens thilbir 
to fulfil the duties of his office. He does not olij«iflt# 
that the journey is long and perilous, that the service 
Is unpleasant and mortifying, that the people are aliens 
from the commonivealth of Israel, and so wicked that 
bis lift; will be in danger : all his otijections are sileno* 
ed, and every thought is subdued to obedience. TUns 
the chastisement has the desired efifect: the frowari 
child returns .to bis duty. 

* Psalm xxxii. S. Isaiah xlii. 16. 
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But the path of doty i« the path of honoor, awl 
Mitefctt, and troo comfort: and as Jonah waa now 
aetiDg a part becoming bia character and profeaaion^ 
bw mind mnat baro been in a very different frame on 
tte way to Nineyeh, from what it waa on the way to 
Ttnlnsh. He was miserable while altempting to es- 
cape from God's service ; bol» as he had attained a 
tweet eomposore of spirit even before his deliverance, 
there is reason to think, that in this happy frame he 
aow prosecuted his jonmey. How long ho waa in 
travelUng to Nineveh, and how he was sapported by 
fte way, is not recorded ; bat dobblless that God who 
upheld and cheered him in the belly of the fish, wouM 
not forsake him in any part of his tedioos jonmey, 
from the shores of the MediUrranean to the Assyrian 
capital ; whether in traversing the deserto, or passing 
tbe rivers, in crossing the moontains, or walking 
throQgh the plains: and we may well suppose, that God 
not only defended him from dangers, bat inclined the 
hearts of tbe people among whom be pursued his jour* 
bey, to befriend him on the road. He went to Nine* 
vefa bound in the Spirit, not knowing the things that 
should befal him there ; and though bonds and afflic* 
tions sfaoold abide him, he will go in the strength of 
the Lord his God. 

At length tbe prophet arrived at the Assyrian me* 
tropolis; and be (bund it to be indeed a great city, nay, 
^an exceeding great city.'' It might be called a divine 
eity,— -''great to Grod ;" for such is the Hebrew phrase: 
it was agreator city than any other then known among 



t^ 99m 0f mil)/ WbiiK JdOsb ive# «%K «n4 lit* 
f(7^ >M viMl 6xlMit, rtaelrhMf •• mnmy Mtetf tlM| 
IM lmnl:» o4 tUci Tlgrit^ wiNm lie bt%M iU lii(|h mlii» 
Htf Rofljr «aw«r»^ ite Kttlely falii/ ^mi ito MHifSfietii 
places, l»« rtfrns* l»av# Mt tome d«ffft« «f awanwiiMii 
H« Net pr^rliibly 10011 tb# toners of mannt Ztey a«i 
Hi* p*lHi0«i of tb* city of Da^vkl f awd to btl ejresi J«nN 
0*>«fii hud a betfly aiNl » grsodesr wlHcfa Niii«i»b 
rMiM Itdt Hvftt } y«t tbift f^Hd NiMlrenft e# lb* vcrU 
ftf exceeded Jerusftli^iii, in if%H»i, in strMiglliy and m 
t'tehew ; and the afght of It wmM niltfmlty *x^le tW' 
(frtse ttttd ^tn'rffttiofi. Ik iia« '« M tttee^ttfi gmrt 
erty of tbfee dayit' joorff^y/' Somo dnderatatMl thii 
of tfa mcdnvfereiKJe, ^hi^b was redtomrd abotft tiaiy 
hti\t%, and itoiild mak«^ tbr^« daya^ joai^tiey^ af tivMiiy 
nt\k^ «acb day. Hoi f r«tb«r Uiink^ Ibat ibfo expua^ 
fttoti ismlftided to deaeribe th« kfigtb of (be eiiy ; fi# 
H rrtitnediatelyVfoHowa, «*Aitd lonab befaft to enter tUM 
fb« city a day'a journey ; *' intimating, tbat be bad 
tbtn only proceeded tbreu^b a third |mfti of llie tovni 
and when we consider that, in (Mssing alontf .M 
afreets, he most have halted frequently la preaefa. 10 
the inhabitants, we may well auppoae that, aa the eitf 
Haa about nineteen milea long, it would take him • 
whole day to travel through the third part ef iU 

Whatever emotions of wonder might ariae in the 
prophet's mind, at the eight ef tbia large eityi i* 
viewed it with aentimenta of another deseriptfOH* IN 
eannoi sax, indeed, that '^when be was come near> M 
beheM Hie eily> and wept emeriti'' a|otir^#iiipiaMMill 
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lUimmtr wept «v^ JeropiJieRn ; (0r, iJm ( ^p# tMi 

find U»e propbet sadly deficient in thai €»»pgs|iop &r 

Uii sianera, viiioli aU MuiMttni ^ fi«4 abeuM tebiU 

Pftlljr entertain : yet be could not fiiil 4o be deafly m*- 

pM«ied «Ub tbe tboaghta «f iU df^eaidM |$«ilt« «hMi« 

M G«d bad told bua, vaa noar eryinK ^ vai^geaAae ( 

lad be wootd iiatarailly tbiiik* bow apfui 4b« daathM^ 

lioa of tbis.gceat ^ty meuld ba, wbab tba day of ftHf 

geaDce arrived. Perhaps he migbt look lorwand^ .inlb 

tfie eye of pTApbecy, ito tbe tiaM mh§n 'Iboae l^as^ nails, 

tlapendooa towers, and •iber prtla biuMii^s«4»a«ld be 

10 coBiplett4y de8troy«d« thai noi oHne ata»e «b«Mild to 

Mr apon aosdher. That pemA baa bing ainea ar^ 

rived : the great «ity Iimneyeb, wbieb ibe« Mtaiied lia 

pfood bead, as \ke miadpeaa laf tba varid, mmd aaeme^ 

U by claim i» eteiwitf , bas for tnaaf ages baaa .4oa& 

m eblivifin;; and so ooinpletely baaJtibean sv^^Lwajr 

aiitb ibe bcaofid -of destftictiQa^lbat soafoaly a'vasiifeaf 

it can b« foaad^ and travellera are at a loss io point <aaidt 

tbepiaee inhere it siood. &• tme is tbat sayjiig ; "Jh^ 

fashion of this aiorld paaaath aiMiy." 

• VKbalever impr^sion Ibe aigbtof Nineveh f>iiodaaa4 

SH foatab'a |piiftd> it did not pifevent b^W ^Wi QPtef- 

iag on bis ivork as soon as be arrived. He did w^lL 

spend tinia in agoing foond tba city; to anrvey ita «X" 

leat and gfandeiiir; n«r in gazing on ila apaoioos alreets^ 

aad .magnificent tuiiidings ; iKnr in examining its jsnti- 

ifoHiea andi€iiFiasitiea« wbicb were most Kbely nonser- 

0m 0»d interestinsg : be bad a bigbar object in viev« 

mi to ihat be iwQiediiitai^ aiUrtosaed bttnsetf ; baiag 
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neilher deterred by the magnitade of the work before 
lihn, in having to great a city to preach to ; nor iy 
Terted by the moltiplicity of attracting objects whicbit 
presented, and which might have been supposed to 
retard or interrupt his labours. As soon as he enteicd 
the city, he began the important service for which bi 
bad been sent ; and he seems to have been emplo]fed 
JDceisantly the whole day, in warning the Ninevttei of 
their guilt and danger. 

. In fulfilling his commission, Jonah travelled throogb 
the streets, and cried, saying, " Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown. " He '* cried " 
to the inhabitants, speaking to them with a loud voice, 
te express his own earnestness, to arrest their atten- 
tion and awaken their feelings the more forcibly, and 
to make a greater number of them hear the word ol 
the Lord. The salvation of sinners is a matter of 
■oeh vast moment, and in which the servants of God 
must feel soeh a deep hiterest, that they cannot be 
expected to engage in their work with a frigid indiffer- 
ence. The prophet cries aloud, and spares not ; be 
tiAs up his voice like a trumpet ; to shew the Nioe- 
^ites theii* transgressions, the men of Assyria thtir 

■ins. 

On this occasion, Jonah's, boldness was as eon- 
spicnous as his earnestness. He was preaching tot 
-great city, and to the great and powerful of the earth; 
yet he does not hesitate to proclaim aloud their gaiit 
.and danger. He is not afraid test a mob should col- 
lect around him, and pull him to pieces, ia stone hiii 
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to ^tb : be is not terrifiediest the king ail4' bit no* 
bbfs gbooki apprehend, and impriion, and kill him> 
hr daring to spread sach unwelcome and alarming 
new» in the royal city ; bat relying on the sopport of 
^t God who had sent htm hither, be boldly denounce 
«t against the city the speedy vengeance which was 
teady to oyer take it. 

* The jodgment threatened is of the most dreadfal 
nature. It is not some partial loss or slight mts/orttine^ 
hat complete rain: " Nineveh shall be overthrown.'' 
We may suppose that this city, great as it was, had 
met with many disasters at different periods ; but now 
it is threatened with a total overthrow. Perhaps some 
Slight think* that a city ao strong, so impregnable^ 
tmild mot be overthrown; but however unlikely thii 
^ifilment of Ihts prediction might seem, God coald 
aasily aeeomplish it ; either by traitors within or foes 
%tihoot, either by an earthquake beneath or by fire 
litm heaven* Nay, the prophet is authorized to spe<« 
cify the very day when the judgment would be inflict^ 
«d:'<'Yet forty days^ and Nineveh sbali be over* 
^ovn.'* At present the city might seem perfectly 
•eeure, and perhaps there were no more signs of an 
approaching catastrophe, than the old world could dis* 
oern on the day before Noah entered the ark; yet 
iuddcn destpuctton might conie in the one case, aa w«!I 
as in the other. God could, be at no loss how to bring 
fIMn upon Nineveh in forty days, or even in one day ; 
aay; in one hour her judgment might come. 
^ It . is very obvious, that the thrfialeniag which 

R 
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Joaab nOcf^i) la tb«t nume of the hui va^conditkBal: 
nt th9 en4 of forty <)«ys, ib^ Ninovit^ mwii beib* 
ilroyed, oiikts thoy repeni ; bot« if thoy do repett, 
tbeir rain m\\ bo avtrled. Hd4 no ohaAge boea pro- 
cbicod on them by the pveacking of Jonah, itievitafah 
dtstructiofi Huiot havo eDimod, wbotiitr by s«ord» er 
fire^ or earthquake: on the oihat hand, they wtn 
iau^bt to believe, that if they rtpeaW^, there noold 
be a remisaion of their puaishinent, or at least a length- 
ening of tbeir trancfuiyity. It is true, the eondilioaii 
not expressed in the words of Jonah, but wbat is here 
recorded seems to be only the text on which he preach- 
ed, a^id we cannot tell how be ml^ht enlarge on the 
sobjeet, in his addresses le the Ninevites, luider Um 
direction of the Spirit ef God. Atid indeed, the nry 
proelamation of the threateniag impiied that the jadg^ 
ment might be averted by a timely repentance; for if 
God intended to. destroy Nineveh at thistiole, wbelber 
the people repented or not, to w^bat purpose was Joash 
sent f The nusston of Jonah was a olear iiUiwa^Bi 
that God had mercy in store for the Ninevites; for thy 
should be send bis servant kam such a distanoe» wnta^ 
to make knowA a oabm^y which could not: be avoided, 
as if to torment them beware tl»e tims ? They jnatli 
Inferred firom the pre^het's preaching, that this awfiil 
thrcatttoing was coaditienal, and that Grod was glvii^ 
them space for repentance. 

The time albwed them is forty days, a period that 
often occurs in soriptore: and as Jonah apipears to haft 
apent tMa time at Niikeveb^ aftcf b^ figaraliYe 
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festtrmlfMi, Mbre llii Mam lo GMIMifl ; •* CkflU 
his imiit^ipe, aftet- he fo«(» <V(Hll U6 4»«d» sptnl t^« 
mtiie sp^e of tim^ tm «iift)i,b^t« hii usteAsion Id Xh^ 
better whinlry. F^rty dijs may seeiiti a 6lii>f t period 
for seeking ^Weiititl, aint M> il iit va it is k«ig«rlhafi 
tfae Nihfcf ile« desenred> ahd it in sttflid«hfc ^ph6h fbr tt* 
|»entatM&, if d«ly improved. Mahy ^tiuld^ve tb<} ndHd 
ibr fbrty d(iy$, or even forty hotin, to flee from the 
wratb to «o«ie, and prepare for eternity. What a bless*' 
ittg; wodid fbrty days be to po<>r theughlless sailers, 
when they are ready to perish ifi a storm I 

Bretbrtbik, let t» all remember, that the time which 
Ged ts now giving no, should be diitgently ooeopied in 
preparing for eternity ; eftpectally ai we know not how 
short it tnty prote. Were God to proclaim to os, that 
we hiid only fbrty dkyn more to live, the alarming no« 
kice might be expeoted to awaken aH oof feelings and 
eoergies, to prepare for our latter end. Would not 
every Sfiiner be earnestly seeking to eseape fVom the 
irratb to come ? Woold not every believer he easting 
aff all the concerns of the world, to prepare fbr meeting 
eitb God, and entering into glory f Now, We are not 
iore that we have so much as forty days; nay, wedaro 
9ot promise oursdves even to-morrow, for we kOoW not 
vhat a day may bring forth. ''Ye know not what shall 
be on the morrow; for what is your lifie? it is even a xk*' 
^OQT, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanish* 
sth «way.''* You remember the conduct and fiite of 
JtkBl rieb man whose ground brought forth plentiftttty i 

* Proverbs x^vil. I. James iv. 13, 14. 
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he itid l» bii •oal« " SonU thoa hast much goods M 
up for mtoy jfears ; take ihiae ease, eat, drink, and Jm 
merry. Bat God said aoto him. Thou fool, this.ni^ 
thy soal shall be reqoired of thee : then whose ahatt 
those things be which thou bast provided ?"* An 
yoa, like that foolish worldling, eagerly pursuing' tba 
enjoyments of time, and neglecting your iromoHil 
souls ? O think, how soon God may summon yoa It 
bis tribunal ! Yet forty days, and you may be laid it 
the dust: nay, for any thing you know, you may-be 
called into eternity witbin forty hours. Seamen, whs 
are in deaths oft» are especially bound to view the ^ 
q( accounts as ever near. When yon go to setL^mj 
brethren, yon know not if you^ shall t>e permitted toRr 
turn home. When you are at sea, you are in jeopardy 
every hour, and cannot tell, wben you rise in the menh- 
ing, whether you shajl see the evening or not. Awakei 
then, to serious consideration, ye who have been care- 
less about your eternal interests i Awake, and tore 
unto the Lord without delay. Forty days, or a much 
shorter period, may be the whole space allowed yoa. 
"Beheld, now is the accepted time: behold, now is the 
day of salvation." The door of mercy is still open; 
but in a little time it may be shot for ever. Now yoa 
bear the voice of the Lord, warning you to flee from 
eternal wrath ; and all his awful threatenings are de- 
signed to hasten your escape, and lead you qajckly 
unto Christ for salvation : but if you despise bis warn* 
ings, dreadful will be the result. Behold^ the Savioiff 

♦ Luke xii. 16—20. 
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vaiteth to be gracioas ; all day long be ilretdielb ooi 
hii bands onto a disobedient and gainaaying people : 
bat the time is coming, wben be will invite and entreat 
yoa no more '; tbe time is comittg^ ** wben tbe Lord 
Jesoi shall be revealed from beaven, with bis mighty 
tagek, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not tbe gospel of our 
Lord Jesos Christ."*^ Now, therefore, while there is 
yet hope, while tbe days allotted yon are not expired, 
make haste to believe in Jeans as yonr only refuge, 
and embrace tbe lx»rd as yonr God in Christ. " Seek 
ye tbe Lord while be may befoand, call ye npon him 
while be is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
tbe nnrigbteous man bis tboogbts : and let him re- 
turn onto the Lord, and be will have mercy upon 
hiiB^ and to onr God, for be will abnndantly pardon.^'f 

*t Tfaess. i. 7, 8. f Isaidi hr. 6^ 7. 
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LECTtTRE Vlll. 

NINEYEH'S repentance kUD RESPITE. 

Chip. IIL d^ia 

y^srUe 6. ^«86 die people of NiMteli MkvMl €M» 
and predtinned a fast, And pot on saekdotb, ffoMlbt 
|;fettett «f t1i«iii tfven le the least of tbem.^ 

In Ibe former pari of ibis elMpter, we lift?e «i 
ftceoQiil of Jonfth^s minifltry iit Nineireh ; we njftu^m 
to consider bis ftstofkrabiti^ eoceese, urbieb In amne hm 
spects was jnore rdiftark|ible« tli«Q Ibtl vbicb attend- 
ed the laboars of any other ancient prophet. Elijah's 
services on the top of mount Carmel produced glorious 
results ; but Elijah's congregation were Israelites, and 
it was not so much by his preaching, as by the glorious 
miracles wrought in answer to his prayers, that they 
were turned to the Lord ; Jonah's hearers were Nine- 
vites, and, as far as we read, he wrought no roiraolcs 
among them; yet the whole city is awakened by bis 
ministry, and brought in some sort to repentaaoe. 
Our blessed Redeemer, who speaks of Jonah at a 
type of himself, notices his extraordinary sooeaas 
among the Ninevites, as a severe reproof to the okiM- 
ren of Israel, especially to the anbelieving Jews who 
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livod in Ue time of CbrisU and eoj»j«d bis fi»hHc 
miiiblry: "Tbe m^n of Ninevtib ukM riat ia judgmeni 
ivith tbis ($«»#ralion, and ahali coiubma it^becaoM 
Ibey repeui«4 at tbe preacbtag of Jonaa^ aad. behold^ 
a grfsAler tban Jonas is here."* And let oa remember, 
labile «e viev Uie repeataoce of Nioaveh^ Uiat if «e 
persiat in anbeiief and tin, like ihe obsLiaale Jewt, 
Nineveb'a ropentanoe will he aa niudi a reproach luv- 
to us as it was onto tbem. Let us therefore beware^ 
Last tbe men of Nineveh sboaid rise up against us also, 
tO'eoodenno us in the judgment 

In this verse, we have a general accoant of Nine^ 
veh's repentance^ tbe ciroumalances of which ate mocre 
folly stated in the verses that follow. Jojiab bad m> 
oofvplisbed but one day'a joufnay^ in his progiraaa 
ikrMif h tjbe great otty, preaching to the people ia 
javeary street as b« pasaed aloa^» proclaiming with loud 
toieQ tbe speedy veageance whi<^ was ready to over- 
take Ibem : and before be had penetrated into tbe r^ 
aMHMng: two thirds, of the eity, his preaching was at- 
tended with the vm»l woajj^^il effects. Tbe whole 
town was. iiMMred by Ihe solemn waroijAgs which he de- 
Uvored in tbe name of tbe Lord. Wbcrever tbe pror 
pJie^' preached^ tbe people crowded around hini to hear 
bia wrords: and. his awful threateaiogSi instead of excit- 
in^ tine scofis of tbe pfofone, or expoauig him to the 
inaoHa of the rude populace, or drawing upon him. IbB 
saag^eaoce of haughty and cruel magiatrates, are every 
wfaera caceived as messages from heavco. Ia every 
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streelf th^ inhabiUnis, whether high or low^ rich or 
fM>or, listen attenti? ely to his soieinn warnings ; wfaiefa, 
being received in faiths and accompanied by a divine 
power, sink deep into their hearts, awakening in them 
« serioas concern for salvation, with the most lively 
feelings of contrition and hamility : ** The people 'of 
Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and pat 
on sackcloth, from the greatest of them^even to the 
ieast of them." 

' The conduct of the Ninevites, on this occasion, 
presents a striking contrast to that of the Israelii 
ahoat the same period. Had Jonah published the same 
kind of threatenings in the streets of Samaria, or some 
other great city of Israel, some cruel Jezebel, or per- 
'secoting Ahab, might have speedily silenced hitn ; or 
the sinners of Israel, who were wont to mock the mes- 
sengers of God, might have loaded him with instttis, 
or perhaps have imbrued their hands in his blood, 
tvod sent unto them all his servants the prophets, ris- 
ing early and sending them ; employing both promises 
ailid threatenings, words of mercy and words of wnU^ ; 
giving them precept upon precept, and line upon ^Tne: 
yet we never fhid such a general repentance prodneed 
among them, as was now wrought among the ^ifiie- 
"vltes; though the latter enjoyed the ministry of only 
one prophet, who preached to them but a single day, 
who did not publish the promises of mercy and the 
blessings of the covenant, but uttered denuncialfotis 
of wrath and threatenings of )[ierdition> and who 
wrought noHsigns and wonders, to confirm his mission. 
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LThcy mijfht bear, indeed, by himself or otherwiu, of 
'j ide wonders which Jonah had experienssd, since be 
iw4s fir^t commanded to preach to them ; for Christ 
i.sa)s, thai " Jonas was a sign onto the Niuevites/'* 
L intimating that they were instructed by his history, as 
. well as by his preaching : yet no miracle was perform- 
ed ill their own presence, to recommend the doctrines 
of the prophet; the wonderful change produced was 
purely the effect of the divine word, attended by the 
influences of the Spirit. " Is not my word like as a 
. fire f saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in piecesP'^f So it now proved to the men of 
Nineveh : their cold affections were kindled into 
fervent zeal, and their hard hearts became broken and 
. contrite. 

The first step in this important change was faith, 
, without which there can be no genuine reformation ; 
,'*^ The people of Nineveh believed God ;** and the 
.vord preached profited them greatly, being mixed 
with faith in them that heard it.§ They believed, that 
the God of heaven had sent his servant to .admonish 
. and warn them ; and they received his message, *'not 
mn the word of man, but, as it was in truth, the word 
. of God." They believed, that this holy and just God 
voold immediately punish their crimes, unless they 
repented : and, at the same time, they t>elieved him to 
be a God of mercy, who is slow to anger and ready to 
-pardon; and who had therefore sent them this gra- 
cious warning, to give them space to repent and seik 
' his salvation. 

* Luke xi. 30. f Jeremiah xxiii. 2D. § Hebrews iv. £. 

s 
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The fbHh of th^ Nitievites produced itt pro|M^ 
fruits, — hamility, contrition, und reformation. Ft^ 
ifitlioal wotkn ii dead ; and the belief of tbe propbefl 
meMa^e would have been of no service to the peo||0 
of Nineveh, had it not infloeneed their hearts w^^ 
lives. Fastinii^ and prayer> accompanied with reaojht: 
tions of amendment, were its tmmediate efieeta. j/k 
8:i>nf ral fast was proclaimed throoichoot the town, 9l4 
the whole of the inhabitants, both great and amajl, 
h\^\\ and low, put on tackclolh. 

Fasiini; was much used among God's ancient peor 
pie, and from them it was adopted by some of He 
neighbouring nations. At this day, it is still in ma 
auionsT pagans, as well as among Mahometans. l| is 
an exercise designed to mortify the fleshy for the In^ 
efit of the spirit ; to bumble the soul before God, b| 
nckiiowlcd^ing our unworthiness of the least of Mi 
mercies; and at tbe same time to expr^s our 8c»rrow 
for sin, as in times of great sorrow we lose oor appe- 
tite, and have no relish for food. At such tifne»^,|(B 
ornaments will tie laid a«ide as unseemly ; and peo^ 
ents in ancient times were wont to pnt on the coan^ 
c!othifl(;,to intimate that they felt them selves unworl|iy 
of raiment as well as of food. These tokens of hotntt* 
ation and godly sorrow are now adopted by the p a e^ ^ 
of Nineveh: for, wt»ereas they had been noled Ajr 
luxury, both in food and in dress, they now proetaa 
a fast, and clothe themselves in saekdoth, wliieh 
the garb of suppliants and moerners. 

This humiliation was general ', they all fast^ mii 
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pA oA cackdotb/'from (be gr^t«»l of ibew aveii qntti 
tb» Iwut af tbem :" it «m n« partial Affair 3 per^oof 
of every age, and sex, and rank, humbled tbemseivea 
beware tbo Lord» All bad tbeir abare in tbo^e crimes 
wbich called hr tbe wrath of Heaven, and all nMMt 
join in atekiAg U avert it. Corraption bad spread iU 
balefol iikfl«eti«e among all elas«ea, eld %^d youog, 
neb and poor, high and low ; the sawe deatruftion 
Uureataned to ovarwhehn tbeai aU, without distinction; 
all, tbartfor^, were conoeimed in the m^k p( bumilia- 
tioo. 

A iQare fall acooimt of this happy e Seat of Jonab'i 
ttiaiatry is given in tbe next veraee. 

Verses 6, 7, 8, % **Fer word eaine onto Ibe king of 
Niaeyeb, and be arose from bis throne^ and be laid 
bis robe froio bim, and covered bim with aackcloib, 
and sat in aiJ|e8. And be caused it to be proclaimed 
and published tbroagb Nineveh^ by the dtrcree of the 
king and his nobles^ saying. Let neither man nor beast, 
berd nor flock» taate any thing ; kt them not feed> nor 
drink water : But let man and beast be covered with 
aa<4M;lotb^ and ery mightily ^nto God : yea, let tbem 
tnro every man from bis evil way, and from the violence 
that is 111 their bands* Who can tell if God will turn 
and repent, and tarn away from bis fierce anger, that 
we perish not ?'' 

In this circumstantial detail of the reformation 
began at Nineveh, we find that the great men of the 
town, as became them, took the lead in this good 
work. Tbe king and bia nobles set tbe example, and 
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by their aalbority and infloeiiee^ eoaenrrin; with litf 
prefailing sentiments of the people, the ^ist hecasM 
qoite i^neral. 

Jonah was not ambitions of preaching to the greats 
but, like Christ his blessed antitype, felt a pleasmMl 
ministering to the poor : he did net, on entering Niift« 
eveb, repair to the coart, nor take op bis station? in 
front of the palace, bat proohiimed the word of itto* 
Lord throQghout the streets, to the inhabitattis-f nl' 
large; well knowing, that all the people of ^in c^ ah y 
%( every rank, were alike interested in the roesss^ 
which he brought. Yet it was not long before tb^ 
news of Jonah's preaching reached the court;* for 'tlssai^ 
who heard him thought it their duty, as it certainly 
was, to convey the intelligence to Uieir soperittra ; -awl 
it being related as a matter of great moment, the Abb- 
syrian monarch and his council imrae^tely heldi^ 
consultation on the subject. It is not said, that tb«f* 
sent for the prophet, to hear from his own month: 
the message which he brought ; yet it is very Irfcelf 
that they did. At any rate, they were salisfitnl, frbai 



what they understood concerning his preachiiiir, 
firmed as it was by the tfstimony of their oxiji cor 
ence, that lie was no impostor, but was sent to wsrus 

I 

them of their guilt and danger, in the name of the Got 
of Israel, the God of heaven and earth, uhmii thoif 
crimes had provoked. Hence, instead of'nr)i)cking>%si 
Ibe words of the Lord, or treating his servant as a ifia- 
turber of the peace, as many rulers have doo« in^siisiiiw 
lar cases, they weighed the matter with seriousness aii4 
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Mibenitioii ; uid, listening to the di? im waraingt; 
they resoUed to take immediato steps for averting, as 
hr as in tbem lay, the awfal jadnj^mentsthat now hong 
ow them. With this view, they determine on the 
obser¥«nce of a general fast, and proceed to enforce it, 
hs*b by their example and their authority. 

The promptitode with which the king himself 
addpted this measm^ was truly laodable. He had 
Iteu siUing on his throne, arrayed in royal robes, at- 
tended by his ministM^ of state, and Sorroimded by 
all the ensigns of majesty ; and now, whsn he receives 
this alarming messai^e from heaven, and begins to 
tremble at the word of God. he ba^ns Uk sirip hinu 
•elf of all the gaody trappings of royalty, and lo a». 
aime the garb and posture of a homble sappKaAt s 
- He arose from his throne* and he laid his robe from 
hirti, and covered him with saokcloth, and sat in ashts.'* 
Convinced of his guilt, he thus owns himself un^frortby 
to wear a crown, or sway a sceptre, or fill a throne; 
in^ the presence of the King of kings, against whom 
he had sinned. Instead of imperial purple, he pots m 
aackcloth ; instead of sitting on a lofty throne, and 
wearing a glittering diadem, he* sits in ashes, proba^ 
biy on the ground, fend perhaps spreads ashes on hit 
head ; humbling himself in the do^t before the Most 
Mfgh, in whose sight even the-greatest of men arebut 
dost and ashts. 

ft is very necessary, that persons of the highest 
rank should know and confess their utter insignificance, 
in the presence of the Eternal. If ev^n glorified 
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9pirtlt alKive criit tbeir crvwim befWe the oei«rtM 
Ibroftf, Imtw tmitli mmem khuM Ike fNTiaeeji vf llni 
vcffid bMid ioH aA the ^tMopI of Jehovati* to whoi» 
HHBty ftr« ind«U^ A>r all thur hanotniA ! Ha •ppooili 
piir rai^ to aotMy^ a« i»qU m tHt bawids of oor M* 
iUtion ; for *^Qm4 m ibo jodga ; Ito puUeili down 0m^ 
ftfo4 afCteUi ii|> anoibar.'* '* By him kitiga re^A« ind 
j^acti deerai juatke t By fcim pfitieea mW, ted •»• 
bl«« ; OM ftil tibe jibdget ef Hia eattfo :" and ofWa lii 
p^tirelh «onl€«i[H ■(UNI princoa^ yiMi li># a^lieUi tf . 
W« p#«f Ml Ibigb.* B«fore bim, tbe soola af attflNIk 
are of equal value ; and ibor^ ia ao ditferaiKe b^waM*' 
Iba pnnot aod 4ba |paaaan(« betHfeen ibe king and Uw 
Uairgar. Haaoe ibik4 r^tndrkable pffe«rp4 #f tba hit* 
fflMMMMMLMng tba Jspaiiitaa» whan Ihey wera pacing 
Iba al^iweiiiuni moaey ibr (b^ aa^Uj la yiv« evarf 
Man ibe aaiBa aiMii* I* all olbav o8arittga» iba ekfe 
w«ra aufiecstad lo giva af ib«ir abaudanae^ aod Ito 
poor what Ibey couM alibrd ; hisA, m paying a ranaaw 
Urn Ibe aoiii, tbe rich ivtra aut atbuved (o (j^ive maHb 
iNM* 4be poor leaa> tbaa tba appoiinied suaci^ baif a abv^ 
bai : W ieaab «•> Ibat all aoida a^e aUk« preoioua ia 
Gaci'a eaiiiBatiofl.t ^^i^ aaaaDltal for ibe good of aa* 
aiety, tbafe 4h«ra be a dkiinciioo of ranka ; but Qm 
ditititicUon aeeios to vaaiab id Ibe aaactuary of God^ar 
ai bta lUrofte of grace. Here ibe rscb and ibe poar 
meet together ; rulers and subjects^ captaioa 4a4 
arears^ stand on an equal fooling : and all who ^n 

* Psalm Ixxv. 6, 7. Prov. \\\l 15, ItJ. Psalms cyU. 40, ll«, 
«wii. 7, 8. t Eapdas xaa» H— tt. 
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Irnly lioly ape breihten in Cbrial, koweter diversiAtd 
jjt^ir ttations or caUinfCt.* 

The hamility of this moBarch appeart tlie lAore 
remarkable, wlien we coiwUler, thai tba Assyriam 
kio^ were noiorious for pride and arrag;auoe, ioKiny 
•«d efieminacy ; and reoolieat llie tnierti of their em- 
pire, ibe nnrivaned mafnifioence af Uieir capital, 
Ibe brilliancy of tbeir aoarit and all ttie lemptatiaMi 
with wbicb tbey were beset If Mn privce was, as 
BMoe tbiak, the telebrated Sardanapaloa, proYerbially 
ftoled 9M the most effefmAale of mankind, hia ^«ep 
abasement was the more wonderful ; but it is theught^ 
with more prebahiliiy, tbaft this most liave been Pd, 
supposed to be bis (atber, the first Assyrian kin^ wiio 
invaded tHe land of Itrael.f If tbal was the case» be 
wobM bate mere knowledge ef the God of Israel, and 
wonid dread nsere the eflfeets of his wrath. Yet, tboagb 
be bad offered «<» vic4enee to the people of God, he 
bad good reason to b«mble biaMelf in the dost^ on 
hearing the alarming proelamation against hia eapital, 
sines be mast h»ve been conscieus of ionwtnereble acta 
of craelty» oppression^ and wickednSlsof various kinds; 
irmost of the Assyrian monarcbs, like most etber 
iient kings, were ambitious and everbearing, sdfisb 
id dissolute : they subdued with violence, and ruled 
itb tyrafioy ; they rioted in blood, and wallowed in 
lerance and UiM. The kinur ^ Ntnevebi thers- 

* it is a «wU kaown «dI ^leatiag fiMt, tkat our lute yeaenWe 
)vereign, George III, on the day of his coronation, laid aside 
"s crown when he was to engage in the solemn institutions of 
%ioa ; judging R trrevereat, to approach the Kic^ of Juafs 
lib a croWD on his head. f 2 Kings xv. 19. ^ 
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fore, might well tremble fit the threalenin^s of Go^ 
and betake himself to fatting and deep humiliation. 

The nobles of Nineveh seconded their king in tUi 
good work, imitating his example in acts of selA 
abasement, and uniting vilh him in passing a decree 
•for the observance of a general fast throng boat the 
.town; and a royal proclamation to that effect was im- 
mediately issued, and published throusrhont alt Ikfi 
.streets of Nineveh. Kings and civil ruitrs may dt 
much, by their example and authority, for suppre^sisf 
impiety and vice, and promoling the interests of reli- 
gion and morality. They imist not usurp authority it 
matters of conscience, nor presume to dictate to their 
subjects what truths they are to believe, or what pai^ 
ticular forms of divine worship they are 1*0 observe;!* 
if Christ had entrusted them with the keys of his s^- 
itual kingdom, and constituted them the heads of bic 
church; but they should, lend their countenance mi\ 
support to the cause of God, in every lawful mi, 
.scriptural way ; that they may be nursing (athera 
the church of God, and blessings to the souls, as wM 
as to the bodies, of their subjects. It is a happy th«pf 

• for a state, when princes and people unite their 
in the service of religion. This was now the case 
Nineveh, the people felt no reluctance in complyi 
with the decree of the king and his council ; on 

• contrary, being themselves impressed with the p: 
ing of Jonah, they contributed, each one in his 
to forward the work of repentance and reforma 

• and henoe, what is here ascribed to the king and 
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iftybfes, ifr ^srded ici ter^ fifth ai the aet of the peo- 
ple at lat^: All were reader f«ilo their pari iit aeekmf 
to aVert impending rain ; and this happj unanimity 
irtiderlaify serf ed, by the blessing nf God, in prodooo 
a' ^Tett atld sii^den cHliffge of temper and eonduct^ 
ibtdd^hodl (he wht)l^ totrn. 

' The fdst ^ppofnted wits v^ry slHel ; *' Let neithtr 
ih^rf ii6r beast, herd nor flock, tasfe any thing ; let 
theiiT'H6tfel[|tf, nor drink water; hot let mmi and beaat 
^ 6dtdced wKh sackcl«^h/' No food mast be eaten^ 
ifo hHtnrieir Enjoyed : the iHioie |!ifopulatlon o( the town 
mdnafflh*! tHeif souls, smd hwtifrhle ihertiselvea in the 
du^ before G<»d, 'as ^nitent eriminufsl begf^rng for 
anktf, Ntiy, rtot only the peopie of Nineveh, men, 
Wdnten, dn-d cbFldren, mo^t abstain from food, and 
t^r the bftdjjte of humiliation, hut eren the taHh must 
Mhmit to the «ame mortrfieations, as far as Ihey were 
ftrpahle of feefihi? themr. AH the beasts, wirether kepi 
hf fo/vif, for laberur, or for pleasure, most fast a^ welt 
as tberf' owners ^ no ]f»rovender must be islrd in tbeh^ 
^Hs, rior sfhy water gfl^itf therinr to drink : and such 
if Ihet^i as were Wont to be clothed and adorned, mttsi 
6e eovered wrCh sackrfoih. Their horses and camels. 
In j^ahtttilar, tb^t were hr^h fed, and richly caparrs- 
fttiecl, most be urmde to feel the effects of hanger; and^ 
lftsfte«d of t>eif^^ covered with clolh of gold, and deco- 
Kki^cF Wtth^splendkl Wrappings, aAer the fashion of the 
fi^t^n capital, they must be covered with saekclotb; 
i$ I^W^ ih oat foneral prbcei^sions iitear emblems of 
khoiiHini{^i The beasts partoek in tlie luxury and 
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prid« of their matters^ and< therefore tb«y mast •! 
in their morlificatioii and abasement; especially 
they would unavoidably share io their cahuuiiks, 
ifareaieiting of vengeance shoold be carried into' 
And*thoMi$h the beasts themselves could not derive 
moral benefit from this measure, not being raiioaal 
aecooiitabie beings ; it might have a good effect 
their owners, who, on hearing the moans and cries 
the beasts, and seeing their dejected and wretcl 
i^ppearance, would be more atrongly afl^wted with 
bitter fruits of sin, and moi« bumbled at the Ihoiigl 
of their guilt, which threatened to involve their tui 
and themselves in one common ruliu 

How long this fast cootiiiutd, we are not inl 
ed. No doubt it lasted one whole day ai least ; ai 
Ihoogh it could not be strictly observed during ail 
ibrty days, in which the divjne judgments wcsa 
pended over Nineveh i yet we may suppose it to 
been resumed, at intervals, ogato and agaii^ awd 
the badges of humiliation wees worn all the ttme^ 

Prayi^r and fasting are uaoaUy conjoined, 
both are enforced by the edict of the Asayriaa, €< 
"Let them not feed, nor drinJc watcif but let man 
beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily, 
to God.'' Even u e beasts might be^said to raise 
cries to heaven on this occasions srhca they felt 
calls of hunger and thirst, and uttered the naoans 
cries peculiar to their kinds^ they would in some 
be crying unto God for relief. In other pi 
beasts are thus represented as calling on God : ** 
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y«oii^ Kons roar after their prey, and teek their meal 
fnm God." <' ^ho proYideth the raven his food ? 
when his yoang ones cry onto God, they wander for 
lack of meal."* In like manner, when Joel descrihea 
^e solemn fast, observed on oceaaion of a terrible 
&minej he introdores the cattle as participating in tba 
groana and cries of tlieir masters, as well as in their 
enkmitiea ; " How do the beaats groan ! the herds of 
cattle mre perphxed, because th«y have no pasture ; 
yon, the flocks of sheep ar« made desolatc-^-The 
bcMls «f the field cry also wnto thee ; for the riveri of 
waters are dried np, and the fire bath devonred tb« 
pastures of the wildemess.''f 

But this pa«i of the rayal proclamation more 
properly concerns the men of Nineveh ; to whom, and 
n^ to the beasts, the clauses immediately foUowittf 
obTionsly belong. The people must not only faat, and 
weftr sUckdoth, trafcry mightily unto God." It is 
obs^nrable, that they are not directed to repair to their 
heathen temples, and prostrate themftclves before 
Nierocb, or Belue, or such like deities ; neither are 
tbey enjoined to engage in polilic proceasionsy or aa^ 
eriilces : but they are ordered to pray unto the God of 
heaven. It was he who was ready to punish them for 
their crimes ; it was he who sent his prophet to warn 
them ; and, having heard of his mercy as well aa of 
bis power, and learned something of the worship which 
be received from his people, they must send up their 
eries to his throne of grace, imploring hie com passion 
e Psahnoiv. 81. Job xzmviii. 41. f Joeli. ISi^Mu 



A 
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m4 forgiveoeM. And ibeir ^rift to him m^M^M 
mighty cries ; (qt ii ip the fer^^iit prayer ih»t if «fr 
(eet9«l. This w«a not » liipe for col4ne9« wi nr 
miwaeM t their 9in# h^d been crying te UeanB llV 
vcageaoee ; and th# netnenger of God ««« <^3fim 
agtintt tiiem, in the most a^rtful threateningd ; it bff 
came them, therefore, in this nUnning crisis, ta .^ 4(f 
mifhtiiy unto God '' for merey. Every (mil]?, mi 
levery indtvidaal, mast pmy as well as £99(1 pre#eqN[ 
the most earnest supplieaUons to the Qqd of M^fMi 
whom their orimea had provoked, and ^hf^ «^ 
they dreaded. 

FasUng and prayer, hf>w«ver« we of P9 aval if 
we bring not foHh fimUs meet for repenlf^fice ; ^ 
iherefoee ihia royal edict pne^efd^ tg e^iforfft 1^ fcnc^ 
rsformatiofi : '^Yea, let them Inrn every on^ from to 
evil .nay, and frem the violence that is i^ their I»iin4>*'' 
This was essentially neees^iry €0 testify the m^^^ 
•I tlieir contrition and deVDti^ ; if ^^fQf p«mif^4» 
the wayo of sin, all Ihetr proft»sed hn^lj|kti»Bit »o^ 
pmyers w«re hot insults qftjred to the Qod 9^ W*^ 
vho elsims not oi^ly an eytarn^i wpf^l^p, hot devaUo^ 
of heart and obedience of life. Tl?i* »» Y<W^ Qodefr 
preasly declares, lonU ^k9t aUwpt i^ imfiose |i^|i lki« 
by mere ontwi^rd servifles^ aii4 iw»Hine th*^ (a«liaf 
viH avail them, witbont f^nien^ment of cosduplJ 
^ W%er«fore have We fo6lv4f ^y they* ^od ih^ M 
«ot ? Wherefore have ?e afBlcted oi^^r soul, eM \^ 
takest •« kaowUrdge P ^eh^Mi in th^ d^ai 9f y^f M 
yoa ittd pleaaurfr, and ex«cl ell y^qr iikhoaN : P^oU, 
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jre fi»t Cat ilrife and dtbate, and to tmila with the fisi 
•f wiek«dnet$ : ye shall not fait at je do this day, t^ 
m^^ year voice to b^ heard on high* I« it imch f 
ftst thai 1 have cboeen ? a day for a roan to aiiiet bta 
wA ? U it to hov down hie bead ae a bolroeh^ and 
la epiead sackcloth and ashes oqder him ? Wilt tboo 
fsU thie a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord P Is 
fM»l this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands 
ff vickednes^ to undo the heavy bordens^ and to let 
the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke f 
Is it not to deal thy breed to the hongry, and that 
then bring the poor that are cast out, to thy boose ? 
nben thou seest the naked, that Ihoo cover him, and 
that thoo hide not thy self from thine own flesh?"* This 
is the fast proclaimed at Nineveh: the people most 'Ham 
erery one from his evil way, and from the violence 
that is in their hands;" abstaining from vice, as well as 
(dm iood ; and not only aflictini; their souls, but mor* 
lifyiog their lusts. They bad all corrupted their way 
before Gpd^ and therefore they must " turn from their 
^vil way" to the paths of holiness, changing the whole 
coarse of their beliaviour ; and as they had especially 
abounded in deeds of violence, they must turn " from 
the vtolence that is in their hands." - When Nahnm 
afterwards published '' The burden of Nineveh, " the 
hands of the Ninevites were stained with blood, and 
kyastice and violence reigned in the town ; '* Wo to 
the bloody city ! it is all full of lies and robbery; the 
piey departelh not"t The same sins^ it appears, now 
* Itsisb Jviii. 3-7. t Nahum iii. 1. 
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prevailed in the AsATrtan capital ; and the inlH^bttanli, 
in tarning onto the Lord from their evil ways, are 
eapecially called to cait off, with grief and delealafioii, 
those acts of violence with which their ha^ds were pot* 
loted. In this blessed reformation ''everj one** ti 
commanded to en^iage. Each had contriboted faki pirl 
to that immense load of goilt which threatened to ^Wt^ 
whelm them ; and each most take a pari in the wiprk 
of repentance and reformation, "withoot wbieli Ibey 
con Id not hope for deliverance. If each one wDofal 
reform himself, the reformation would lie nniversal; 
and as every individual has an immortal tool^ iM 
needs eternal salvation, all are equally conoemed- 1* 
flee from the wrath to come. 

The proclamation concludes with setting forth the 
great object in view, and expressing a hope that this 
object might be attained ; " Who can tell if God wM 
torn and repent, and torn away from his fierce aiifer, 
that we perish not?'' This was what encouraged them 
to fast, and to pray, and to enter on a new caaffte of 
life, — they hoped that the wrath of God might be ap^^ 
peased, and impending ruin prevented. They knev 
that their sins had provoked the righteous God to sn^ 
ger, and that his anger against them must be fierce^ 
as their guilt was enormous ; yet, they had reason te 
believe, that ho would not be inexorable, and that tlfS 
'fierceness of his wralh might turn away from tbeM^ 
that they might not utterly perish ; or at least th^ 
hoped, that if they shobid *' break off their aina l^y 
righteousness, and their iniquities by shewing mercy 
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U "the poor, it might be a lengiheniog of ibeir tranqoil* 
ity."* 

The Nioevites heard nothing bat tbreatenings 

irMD tbe mouth of the prophet^ as far as we read ; yet 

they (Perish anticipationa of mercy. God's people and 

bia reUgion w«re in general well spoken of among the 

heathen, particularly as to manifestations of humanity 

and benevdence- : '* BeMd now/' said the Syrians, 

** we have beard that the kings of the house of Israel 

are merciful kings.'* J In like manner, the Assyrians 

might understand, that the God of Israel was a mar- 

etfol God ; not like Moloch, and other cruel idols, who 

deli|^hted in blood ; but a God of love and compassion, 

who delightelh in mercy. The ministry of Jonah 

among them waa of itself a proof of the loving-lund« 

neia of God, as was observed in a former Lecture; and 

tlnay mi^ht reasonably hope, that since God had sent 

thefo bis auibassadur from a far country, to warn them 

•f their guilt and danger, he would not despise their 

sopplications, nor spurn at their endeavonrs to seek 

hie mercy. Upon this presumption, then, they are 

vesoUed to act : <' Who can tell if God will turn and 

repent, and torn away from his fierce anger, that we 

perish not?" It may be, that he has mercy in store for 

sinners of Nineveh : it may t>e, that his threatening 

may be conditional* and that their speedy repentance 

may. lead to the remission of their punishment: it may 

be^ that his fierce an^er may abate, and their perdition 

he psevented. If there was but a mere possibility of 

« Daniel iv. 27. 1 1 Kings u. SI. 
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escaping rnin^ it was worth sA\ their patfis t« mslcetlt 
attempt : and, should they perish at last, they din l# 
no worse for their repentance and refbrmaHort ; afty> 
they most needs be better, because they will huve tlrt 
less sin to accodnt for. They are determined, thef«* 
fore, lo cast themseNes on the mercy of God : and i^ 
tliey mast perish, they will perifth soliciting his grsee. 

The men of Nineveh were not n^islakeil in €^ 
fertaining saeh favoarahle views of thft character of 
€fod. Truly he is rich ih mercy, slow lo an<«;er, kfit 
ready to pardon ; and though their views of hisgvaBe;' 
and their ideas of an atonement, were very obtfctt^e,' 
as might l>e expected in heathens, the Lord would not 
disappoint their hopes in his mcfrdy. Accordin^ty; 
%e find in the foHuwing verse, that the resuk t^ 
responded with their wished and expectations. 

Verse 10. " And God saw their Works, that tfeef 
turned from their evil way, and God repented of tM 
evil that he had said that he woald do onto them, to^ 
he did it not/' 

The eyes of the Lord ar^ In eivery place^ behcMhi^ 
the evil and the good ; and he fakes far more pleasw# 
in marking the latter than the former. He beheWtM 
repentance of the Ninevites, and liotxced parlicnhir^ 
the good works which they wrought. Had h^ fner^iif 
heard their words, this Would have b^en 6f mtaS 
moment ; but he " saw their works,'* be fotfftd iUii 
practice to correspond with their prdfession, 1^' thtf 
••they turned from their evil way.^' Tbdr repcfStandl 
produced its genuine fruits ; a general refooaatioa 
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tfMlti^«iteeff, Md tbe toniw ii> ft few dbya wore « n^w 
asf^cfl. Iilsfedd of hitifry, pridit> ct<s«M» ? iolefice, anil 
itii kifHki of vied ; iemp^raiiee, bavfii^f , jostict, btn* 
evol^nee, tind det oti<m> began to prat aiL 

(^d ^ti^ this hafypy dian^e ; and the expreaaion 
)mplk« rbiit be i^pmy^d- it; fbr toeh phrases are of^en 
oMd to denote approbalionr : a« when it ia said, ''The 
Lerd kfimtefk tfie way of tbe ri|(hte«us ;'' and, " Hia 
e^in^enamre doth hehoM tlie aprigbt/' He ia "of 
parer eyes tf^n to behekl m\\, an4 cannot loofe on 
trtiqdity ;"* bot his eye9 are upon bumble penitents, 
when tber brin^ forth frotfs meet for repentance. 

Th^ refbrnfatron began ainon^ Ibe Ninevites, bcin§ 
tbas fltcrepted of God, led lo that blessed resaU whiob 
wa# the iffeat ohjeet of tbeir fervent snpplicationa ; 
the wntth whi(^b they deprecated was tvrned away> 
and the jodgfmenta wbteb they feared were saspended: 
itst, siftce they changed their condact towards Grod, a 
aorrespondinjc change took place in his prooedare 
towards them ; '' Ood repented of the evil that he had 
sai(l that he ^tHmH d6 ante Ibem; and he did it not.'' 
Th<!^ tf^xpressions, Hke nvany othera that occur in 
the aacred voldffie, are spoken of God after the manner 
of man : repentance, in as far as it implies a obango 
of miiid, is ino^mpatible with Ihc divine nature: "The 
Blreit^'lh of Israel wiH not lie nor repent^ for he is no4 
a man that he should repent \** " He is in one mind^ • 
awd wIki can tarn htm ?"t Repentance, as applied 
to God, oierely denotes a change in bis dispensalions^ 
«f\salios A. 6. xi. li Hab. L la. f 1 Sam. 15. 29. Job xxiii. 13. 

V 



146 NINEVEH'S REPENTANCE [LecT. YUk 

net aa alteration of his parpoae. In tparinglike 
Ntnevites, the Lord did not deviate from bis first dtf 
sign ; fur this was what he originally proposed, saj It 
was the very thing that his threateninga were ioteoMi 
to produce. A real change was Wrought in the Nisi* 
vi&es, and this occasioned a rehitive chani^e on ittt 
part of God, an alteration of his proeeedings, correi* 
ponding with the alteration in their conduct^ bst M 
real change took place in his mind : for, "with bis ii 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning."* 
. After all, the judgments denounced against the Niaot 
vites were not finally withdrawn, but only sospenM 
As the threatenings uttered against them were condi- 
tional, so was also the deliverance now conceded U 
tlieni : it was not a full pardon, but a respite ; and as 
they aftf*rwards returned to their evij ways, tb^pr(H 
ceedings instituted against them, and now stpppe^jft^ 
a season, returned again into their former course^ iMiri 
the wrath came upon them to the uttemiost. TktJ 
obtained, however, a lengthening of their trao<|aill(^^ 
and this respite is thought to have been extended it 
forty years^ God giving them a year for each day it 
the threatening published by Jonah, in conse<^ieneeif 
the general repentance and reformation which bi< 
preaching produced. Indeed, bad they persisted in tlvi 
new course of life which they began to pursue, lb* 
vengeance of Heaven wouki have been wholly avcrlei 
and Nineveh might have remained to the pr^tnt 
a niononcient of divine, mercy. • 

* James i. 17. 
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There «an be no do«tbt|ihat the repentance of agreai 
proportion of the Ninevites was insinoere ; yet Ihey all 
obtained a reprieve. The Lord hassoch alovefonholinees, 
and is to abondant in mercy, that he shews a respecfe 
eren for appearances of goodness^ and for approaches lo 
refbrmation. Ahab was respited when he humbled btm* 
self, though he was still in lo? e with sin, and died at lasl 
ander the tokens, of God's wrath.* Rich is the grace of 
eorGod; heisslowtoanger^batswifltoshew mercy: and, 
now that the Ninevites l>egan to reform^ and exhibited 
promising appearances of amendment, he torned from 
bfts -fierce anger, and would not destroy them. 

Yet who can tell, how many sincere penitents might 
now be fbnnd in Nineveh? Christ telb us, that the men 
of Nineveh shatl rise op in the judgment with the evil 
g;eneration that would not believe in- him, and shall con- 
(iemn it; may we not therefore hope, that many of them 
strall appear in the great day on the right hand of the 
lodge, to the praise of the glory of his grace? Numbers 
Were saved in ancienttimes, through the merit of Christ's 
ttomnnent, who had very imperfect ideas of the way of 
nlvntion through his blood; and gentiles, as wdi as Jews, 
Were admitted to take bold of the covenant of Crod^ and 
to share in the riches of his redeeming love. Many of 
these poor sinners betook themselves to the mercy of 
6od for refuge ; and we have reason lo think, that this 
mercy was extended, not only to their bodies, but also 
to their souls ; and that they were delivered, not only 
From temporal calamities, but from eternal perdition. 

«.l KiDgsxxi. 29. 
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At a ymry vtrly pertod did God nmkt kji&wn im 4mgw 
•f meroy krwardi tke heathen ; and the r4^eDta«M«<if 
Miaev«h, 4be capital of Nie gepUle m^rid^ mm u 
earnett of Uie edVmii^ of the geniiles into itbe ehiurpM 
God. WiiiltB the Je^te are p^iveciHitig km pfopbei^ 
attd iTeftxlMif^ the oSen of ibtt grace, lo! he tiifiN»l«llM 
gentUes; and this latge eiiby repeate at Ms 6n»t.faVl 
Offetihpen, did Dhe men of Nioeveh jrepent 4Mnid l^if 
to liie fjord, 4m the iwpoRfect iatigmatiaas of ^his io^ff^l 
that anere given them; and aliall 'Bfift we> 'W.|io ha^^ ^ 
folleiBt dteooveries !ai shis gnape in Uie i^^p^i, tiOfi^jp^lift 
invitations ti bis Jove, ithai we may Aiye for ev^^ {tii 
Hot on ia «nene penad venture that we are .caJie^ io i;^!}, 
iNfttion the wcM^d «od the«aitb of a. rerfe^m«ag G^' ^* 
ape not left to ^eaa^eolnre wtbtfthar G^d 'WiM fm^iae wbpt 
<iiot, oMfoar believing in Jesns for 8Biyayaa;(ft¥'<Gpd )i»U 
aet Slim /orfch to be a propitiation thffoiigh .faitji m i^if 
•blood, forlAiedrefDiBsaDaiefjRins. £ai:»pe Ui^aAteJ^at 
^itboat (delay, andtreceive tlmtt^eat sahaiimk, mh^ ^ 
«6cored unAottlltfaEelicverBby infiiiitie lovfiialiQi^y^'p^^ 
Hftmnd «tt{iheraUie failhfakness. »Had you mMsff^yn^fatiit 
lrape,'Bttcb as il>e ^kteviitesiiad, Ibat fyjiii tMi|j;Aiti«Mii 
aatleviitioa l»y icoamiig toCUf iat,»ev«ii ^kis abiatbl if/ff^m^ 
yooiLoUhrow nroufsctbesionliiis (money:; i^oUiiig/^Jhalif 
yo^ penisb, <}'•« will periah atdhetfoot jifjkhi;iBMi»a;4sf 
tmatfh iniore.iftiQtfld fyoa £ae Ao 4*fn «foir:r«6ige, wbdft la 
tglaes t3v>|] ike ik invest iassureneea W tikis jhM/e ; ^aiid to 
.eaprtedy^said.ifor Ibe^enoom'^genien^tof spoor -aiitfieE^ 
^tiiintlA^tjQottuith^totmeJ wtU in «ia viac^^aa^^M"'* 

^ 9aIiD W.i37. 



lecture: IX. 

JONAH^S CHAGRIN AT GOD'S MERCY. 

Oliap. IV. 1—4. 

Tiie Dal«if;9l temper* Dr ^Upo^UiMMMs of m^D itre «ir 
XPMist M j9M9«li div^r»iAQd as tb« CeaHirfs Df tb^ir f^NCes. 

and others timid ; some mild and .dMiberiite^ otfiecf 
fiaii^9f)9^te i^nd ina|>^ytiiofis; «ome ch^r^nl^ltd cAiiMjfit* 
sAt oiJM^B peevish 0iid /cetCid. Kow, it muf^ occjur to 
nv^y me vbo 4ia? pMvliejcl the djSeriemt icbar^tciors pf 
J^ B9^^f ^^» though divine gw^e make^ ^ vrpnderr 
ful 4:^iV<»ge 10 thiO «iait»ral d^H)«^tioop, iiyipf ov^ng ^f 
^Qf^ ^d oprre^tio^ thfe bad, tbefe waU j4iU r^mai^i 
#Mae toces of.theo^igii^ t€n[)|3;er » aivd ^uch of God'fi 
t^Ud^^n ^ kav^ bad a ^^y ^^ f)at«i^r|il^en()pe|r« wil| 
jjio^sr aod theft d^^coyer aQnpe jjvor)4ngs of %he old lear 
x^n, i^nf^dved, or .ait ;ieast iiipejs;,tingi,iisbedr 

Of .this w«;baVje a stmking ilUistraiion in tbe^ase of 
Jfim9b' Ue Aetims tp lisM^ bad po^ pf tbe very wpr«|t 
I(eflif^r9j to \kim^ Wn fis^c^iab and pi«l«M»c^bply, a^r^d 
^t Hory .aini bQ»$totiKMj^ ; an,d^ jtbc^ag^b be was noit 
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only a child of Go^, bat a prophet, nay, even a type 
of the glorioas Mesiiah, the aoor froits of bis bad na* 
toral diapositiona are very conapicnoua. We ba?e ohf 
aerved some of them in the foregoing chapters, aad 
here we find others equally atrange* One voaid 
hardly have supposed, that a saint, much lesa a holy 
prophet, could have betrayed a apirit so perverse as 
that which Jonah now breathed ; but great failings 
and strong corruptions have too often been diacovernl 
in real lieiievers. That such things are recorded by 
Jonali himself, without any attempt to throw a vail 
over his imperfections, is a proof both of lijs faithfal* 
ness and his penitence. Doubtless bis failings are set 
before as for our warning, that we may abun th^ 
temptations into which he fell, and learn tobeactoated 
by a better spirit. 

After hearing of the great success which att^fided 
Jonah's ministry, we might expect to find his thanks^ 
givings and praises for the salvation of so many m* 
Tiers, and for the honoor conferred upon him in bis 
being made the instrument of their redemption ; and 
we might suppose the prophet to be eager in forwanl^ 
ing the good work, begun at Nineveh, and ardentljf 
seeking to extend this reformation to other parts of 
the Assyrian empire. As Paul counted ft a high hos^ 
our to be the apostle of the gentiles, so mi^t Jonab 
magnify the Lord who had graciously advanced hioi 
to be the prophet of the gentiles ; especially aa it ivas 
an honour of whiph he was so usworlfay. VMi might 
he have said, '* To me, who am less than Uie least of 
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ftU «ainU, is this i^race given/' But ah ! how differ- 
ent the spirit of the prophet from that of the apostle! 
Tfa« blessed chanj^e wrought at Nineveh, and its con- 
ae4)oent preservation from ruin, instead of calling forth 
aoQgs of praise and labours of love, only produced 
mormnrs and passionate complaints : ** It displeased 
JiNiab exceedingly, and he was very angry.'' 

There are occasions when anger may be justified, 
bot even then it will t>eeome sinful, if it be not 
kept within due bounds : as it is said, " Be ye angry, 
and sin not; let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath."* It is an important duty to restrain our pas- 
sions, and maintain a proper composure of spirit; and 
tboogh there had been something to oflfcnd Jonah, he 
ought not to have been exceedingly dispteased and 
very angry. Much more criminal was Jonah's anger, 
as.H was directed against God himself, who could not 
h%v« given htm any just cause of offence. It is truly 
str^pge, that a child of God should ever l>e displeased 
with his htaveuly Father, or angry at his proceedings: 
ye| such was the case with Jonah. He could not be 
angry with the Ninevites for repenting at his preach- 
ing ; it was with God himself that he was dissatisfied; 
and thin was a great aggravation of his crime ; for, if 
he that is angry with his brother without a cause be in 
danger of the judgment,f how much more he that is 
angry with God himself? 

Not only was his anger without a cause, as all 
anger against God must be^ but even without the 
« Ephesiaos iv. 26. f Matthew v. 22. 



f h6 Lord ma((6 & bfestiA afron Ustza, yet he* ^erwai^ 

confessed (htit hd btfcf nwi^ftsOfi 16 be df«p1ea««(f; '^Tle 

Lord oar God made « faff^aeh upan us/ foi" that «< 

Booght bim not after the due tfrd^.*** Dkvid** rfkia 

satisfdcCion, hoirever, waii fdr more eitetrdafrfe i\M 

that of Joifah ; fot tbe death 6f VtztL Wtts mfl(U#r df 

t'eal grief, whereas that which etdted the d^^pfeaBure 

of Jonah odght t6 have been a souree erf joy atrd" gr^lr- 

tac^e. He Was exeeedingljr difspifetrsed a'hd very anttrr, 

because 6od Was sparins^ the Ninevites, instead ef 

bririgirtg dpoti theih his thrent^ned judgments. VpeA 

what principle then, could he jdstrfv, or excuse, hi^ 

wayward passion ? Was he afraid, that this ^enerd 

repentance in Kine^eh Woutd turn to the repfoac^b df 

bis countrymen, so many of whom continued itYip^ni" 

lent under the ifneans of grace ? t* his #as a reasori (bt 

lameniing the obduracy of tsra^?!, but not for hei^ 

dissatisfied at the repentance and preservation of NiA* 

eveh : nay rather, he coutd draw from hence soihe 

forcible arguments, which he might employ, on fclt 

return home, i^ith transgressors in Israel, to mdi^ 

them ashamed of their unbelief and impenitence. VfU 

he jeafous of the peculiar privileged and covenant 

mercies of the Jews, and offended because God nii' 

extending tbert) to tb^ g^^Ytifea > He ought to havti 

considered, that the same grace whi6b chose tbef s^ 

of Abrstham, might be shewn to the heathen, without 

any detriment to Israel i that the Lord was Stiff lll^ 

#' 1 Ctironiclds xul. II. xy. 13. 
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God of tbe wbol« earth, and never meant to cast off 
all other nations; that he had already given many in- 
ttmations of bis mercy reserved for the gentiles ; and 
that the time was coming when all the ends of the 
earth, should see the salvation of God. Instead of 
ebefifrbing the narrow prejudices of his countrymen, 
be ought rather to have rejoiced, that the sons of the 
stranger were joining themselves to the Lord, and 
taking hold of his covenant ; and to have fell a plea* 
sore in being the honoured instrument of ful5lling the 
^'racious designs of Heaven. One would have thought, 
that, instead of g^iving way to an unworthy jealousy, 
wliifn he saw the hand of the Lord stretched out for 
the salvation of the heathen, he would have " held his 
peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also 
to the gentiles granted repentance unto life."* 

Wsi* Jonah afraid of his reputation as a prophet ? 
This, indeed, appears to have been the principal 
ground of his unhallowed anger. Self is the grand 
enemy of souls: liis- own character was thought to be 
at stake; for, if Nineveh be not overthrown at tbe day 
appointed, be may be deemed an impostor, a false 
prophet. But, be it so that this apprehension was 
veil founded ; what a strange want of benevolence 
was there, in wishing that a whole city, and that tbe 
largest and most populous in the world, should be 
destroyed, rather than that his own reputation should 
be in danger ! Surely tbe pleasure of having brought 
a whole people to repentance, and saved tbeni fruia 

« Acts xi. 18. 

X 
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impending niin, was more than safficient io ctnipmi' 
ate for any ansieiy that might be fell on liiit biil* 
What if a few scoffers sboakd upbraid him with bcv^ 
deceived tbem; was this a matter of any momeal, CMh 
pared with the magnitude of the ofojeet accomplisMF 
There was, however, no just groond for such i^pre* 
bensions. It was clear that the Ninevites onderstoid 
the threatening to be conditional ; and thereforei ki* 
stead of regarding Jonah as a faise prophet, om oca* 
sion of their deliverance, they woukt be more ready te 
yiew him as an angel from heaven, seat to preserve 
them from destruction. How could his credit suflfer 
by their repentance and salvation ? Was it not !!• 
highest honour which be could have, that his roinisiry 
was blessed for saving them from threatening raiii» 
biinging them out of those detestabkr sins in wliicb 
ihey were wallowing before his arrival, and leadlMf 
them to fear and strve the liviag God ? WoaU it 
have been a greater honour to bring down fire from 
heaven to consume them, than to be the instruolSQt 
of saving them from everlasting burnings? Instead ^ 
complaining that his character was injured, he oogM 
rather to have praised God, who had crowned Us 
ministry with such astonishing success; a success wbkb 
exceeded any thing e^ctsd by the ministry of anf 
other ancient prophet, and which resembled tiiat ^ 
the apostles on the day of pentecost, when thoiisaads 
were converted at once. 

We see then, how strange, how nnaccoQiitalbifft^ 
prophet's behaviour now was. .When be had every 
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reftson im refoiM ttiid blets Ood« bit keari is filled wUh 
anger and dkoootenrt^ bis raootb with marmors and 
oompl»iiits« He is dis|ileased, exceedingly displeased^ 
at ihat for whicfa there is)oy in beavea, at tbat wbich 
sboHUI give pain to none but devUs ; and be is angry, 
▼ery angry, at those ways of divine nocrcy, which will 
fomish a theme for the songs of the redeemed^ world 
witfaoat end ! Alas ! what is man ? What are the best 
of men^ when left to themselves? Much need have we 
to vateh and pray, tbat we enter not iiito temptation ; 
to keep oar hearts with all diligeaoe, lest we give way 
to ofibatlowed passions, disgraeefat to the ibllowers of 
the meek and lowly Jesos. " He that hath no rule 
0ver bis own spirit^ is like a city that is broken dowA, 
and without walls."* 

The unworthy temper of Jonah appears still further, 
by bis prayer on this occasion, a prayer that deserves 
not the name. 

Ver. 2, 3. ''And he prayed onto the Lord, and 
said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this ray sayings 
when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before 
tilito Tarshish : for I knew that thou art a gracious 
(iiod,and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness* 
$atd repentest thee of the evil. Therefore now, O 
Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me : for it is 
better for me to die than to Jive." 

How unlike is this prayer of Jonah at Nineveh, to 
tbat which he offered up in the belly of the fish ! Ift 
that prayer, be was all humility and submission ; nay, 

* Proverbs xj.y. S8. 
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tboQgb be was a close prisooer io the depths of tb^ 
ocean, he lift op the voice of praise and tbanksgiviiig. 
But what do we hear from him now ? The Uogoage 
of impatience, discontent, and stubbornness. When 
passion rises in the breast, we have much need to keep 
the door of oor lips, lest we speak unadvisedly ; fur 
what is spoken in passion, is seldom well spoken. 

Brethren, let as try, by the grace of God, to role oor 
spirits. Seamen are often led into macb sin, b^ git- 
ing way to passion; and ought therefore Io be the more 
careful to have their passions under controol. If yoi 
must sometimes be overtaken with storms, let there be 
no storm in your own breast ; and, if fierce billots 
must flow around you, let not fierce words flow fron 
your mouth. Many who are addicted to that moslile- 
testable and heaven-daring sin, profane swearinK»alle}^e 
as an excuse, that they only swear when they are in i 
passion. But one sin cannot excuse another. Wby 
do they not restrain fheir passions ? Why suffer them 
to break forth with such impetuosity ? Amrer, n^, 
malice, revenue, and all olher malignant ebullitions nf 
the corrupt heart, are indeed the sources of nianifoid 
crimes, besides beiiiir criminal in themselves; and, for 
this very reason, we should strive to soppre-ss the fintl 
risings of passion, lest it break forth at last with m 
governable violence. Let qs not be as *' the wickeil, 
who are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt.'** 

Great must have been the agitation of Jontb^ 

* Isaiah Ivii. 20. 
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gpiriU, when he offered ap this rash fnd ansaemly 
pr«y«r» in which he peevishly begs for death; and, 
to JQstify his request, pn^faces it with the most absurd, 
onfoanded, nay, impioas charges, against the Grod of 
salvation : ** I pray thee, O Lord^ was not this my 
saying, when I was yet in my country ? Therefore 1 
fled before onto Tarshish ; for I knew that thou $irt a 
gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil." What 
onaccountable perverseness is here! Jonah calls to 
mind the objections which he had urged at first against 
being sent to Nineveh, and his disgraceful flight to 
Tarshish ; and one would expect, that the bare recol* 
leclion of bis misconduct, and of its consequences, 
would have for ever silenced all murmurs against God; 
that the thoughts of his rebellion and his punishment 
would have overwhelmed him with shame and confu- 
sion, and the Ihooghts of his glorious deliverance filled 
him with wonder, gratitude, and love ; that the very 
naming of Tarshish would have brought tears in his 
eyes, tears of contrition, of thankfulness, and of joy : 
yet, with impious presumption, he flies in the face of 
that God, who had so wonderfully chastened and de- 
livered him, and dares to vindicate his shameful flight, 
and to justify the motives from which it sprung. He 
willstand to it, that he was in the right, and consequently 
that God was in the wrong, and that the whole of God's 
subsequent proceedings towards him were founded in 
injustice \ He knew before, what would be the result of 
this mission to Nineveh, and therefore he had good 



Tfftmn to afl0«ipt to MOAp« ; tmd^ now tkM hit uili^ 
ctpfttiont «r«i>e v^rilM, he Mlf bl «i4l tMUplsiii of tile 
Irecilfment w^k^ Ii6 had expertaicMl ! 

Bttt what WM It tbttt this titnrmorer h^d drMd€d r 
What is it that bt nofr rapines at f'^The r6|HMitiftM 
4( Nitievdi, and tbo merojr which it otHains. Yes: \h» 
h the sold ground of bis anballowsd qoarrel with hii 
Maktr ; this is alt the mi^ty charge wbieh he fftdm, 
to jostify his former rehelHoti, and hie present posskHu 
He know so well the graee and mercy of 6od^ that li« 
was sttf e thfe NInevites would be pardoned and spared \ 
srnd now the iosne of his ministry was just wbatht 
had expeoUd. Unreasonah^ and unfeeling man! 
Was nol tb^ the very thing that shooM have prompt- 
ed Mm to 1^ to Ntneveh ? Ought not thin to ba?e 
Med his heart wiih rejoicing, and hts mooib wUh 
songs of prawe ? There waa joy, eteeediiig joy, 
among the angels of God, for the repenttnee And sal* 
fation of Nkievoh ; and shali tbiis bussed dieiphty ot 
divine graee exstte no emotions in the breast of a pro* 
phet, but those of anger^ ehagrin, and dieoonteiit ? 
Alas ! he knew not what manner of spirit ho wi^ of; 
lie would sail down fire from heayeo> on those WkoM 
^d woidd enrieb with showers of blessimg ; and be 
breathes a spirit of hostility, against those wbom Gad 
is regarding with the nvost tender compassioo* 

I wonder how Jonah oould repeat this doacripttaa 
of the divine oharaeter, f^thoot feeting some Teteni- 
ings of heart, soma soft emotions of g4dly sorrow^ sf 
lovo to Gody and eompasaion Isr ainoars : ^^ i fcnet 
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tbit tbon art a gracious God^ and mercifQl* dow to an-* 
g«r, and of ^reat kindoeaa* and repeaUat ih$% of 
the evil.'' Did be know all tbia ; and >«t preaaiM 
to retist the authority, eenaure the pro^redioga, and 
f rteve 4ha apirit, of ibis moal kiod, moat amiable, moat 
fOmpaaaionate God ? Did be know all tbia ; and yet 
Airbear to love, to admire, to celebrate, tbe woodera 
9f tbia infinite mercy, tbe onaeafcbable riches of tbie 
divine grace ? Did be know all tbia; and yet fetl bia 
heart bound op in ita own 8t:lfisbaei»a^ inacnsible to 
tbe impressiona of gratitude, and ateeled against tbe 
workings of coofipasaion and benevolence ? One would 
tbmk, that tbe very repetition of these words waa 
enoogb to melt a heart of flint; that such a lovely 
pietare of tbe divine character would have charmed 
away i^i the gk>om of melancholy, all the clouds of 
discontent and chagrin, and shed a soft reviving light 
over tbe prophet's soul. One would think, that aa 
Jonnb koew all this, not only by tbe sacred oracles, 
bvfl by bis own recent experience, be would have felt 
tbe cords of love and gratitude irresistibly drawing him 
to tbia God of mercy, and binding him for ever 
to his service. Ob ! my brethren, bow should we be 
asb&med and grieved, at tbe thoughts of having sinned 
against so much love, of baving spurned at such un**^ 
speakable grace ! How deeply should we be affected, 
with tbe thoughts of our base ingratitude ta tlie God 
of our mercies ; especially when we view bis wondf* 
jroijia love as displayed in tbe cross of Christ ! Me^ 
thinks^ when tbe prophet waa recording bis prepost- 
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eroas, paationate, impious complaints as^ainst tfie 
mercy of the Lord, his band must have trembled while 
his pen was writing^/ and his book must have been be- 
dewed with the tears of contrition. 

The character of God which Jonah gives, and of 
which he most perversely complains, is one that ooglit 
to endear him to every saint. It exactly corresponds 
with the plorious description of Jehovah's natnre, 
published in the ears of Muses in the mount ; from 
which, and from some passa^^es in the Psalms» Jonah's 
expressions seem to be borrowed. When Muses had 
prayed, " 1 beseech thee, shew me thy glory ;" lh« 
Lord replied, •' I will make all my goodness pass be- 
fore thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord 
before thee :" and accordinL;lY, " The Lord passed by 
before him. and proclaimed, "The Lord, The Lord 
God merciful and gracious, long'Soffering, and abund- 
ant in goodness and truth ; keeping mercy (or thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin."* 
This name, which Jehovah counted his glory ; this 
adorable name, which should be written in letters of 
g^old, is that on which Jonah presumes to found bis 
complaint : but it must not be the less dear to os, for 
having been complained of; nay, it is not now the 
less dear to Jonah himself. It is precious both lo 
saints below, and saintsabove;and the displays of this 
name, in the ways of mercy, will furnish songs to the 
church triumphant, throughout the endless ages of 
eternity. It was well for Nineveh, it is well for « 
* Exodus xxxiii. 18, 19; xxxiv. 6, 7. 
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mX worlds it was well for Jonah himself, that the Lord 
» indeed " a ^racioas God, and merciful, hIow to aii- 
l^r, and of great kindnetts ;'' and tbat^ though be 
threatens evil against the wicked^ to warn them of 
Jieir danger, he "repeals him of the evil/' when they 
eepeot of their sins. Jonah murmured at his mercy, 
^t though it were too abundant. Foolish man ! he 
limself stood in need of all that mercy, with which he 
preposterously found fault. Had it not been for this 
astonishing mercy, the insults which he now offered 
the God of heaven, would have brought down upon 
lia own guilty head, that wrath which be expected to 
all upon Nineveh. 

The madness of the prophet, and the riches of 
Sod's forbearance towards him, appear from the rash- 
atrss of his petition, as well as from the presumptuous 
aagnage with which it is prefaced. He has the as* 
(orance to pray, that God would instantly kill him, as 
le could not bear to live onder such a disappointment: 
' Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life 
rom me ; for it is better for me to die than to live." 

When Jonah was in the belly of the fish, he 
>lessed God for bringing up his life from corruption ; 
)ut DOW be prays that his Life may be taken away. 
This was a most improper request, in his present tem- 
)er and .circumstances. Believers itiay very lawfully 
' have a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which 
8 far better ;"* according to the words of Paul : but 
iie spirit breathed by the apostle, in the passage 

* Philippiansi. 23. 
Y 
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tllodkd to, diflfcrs widely from that which the pfopbik 
ifow cherished. Paul desired death, from an ardent lofl 
for heaven, cr rather for his dear Redeemer, whombt 
longed to see and enjoy in heaven; Jonah, on the cot* 
trary, wished for death, in a fit of passion, hecaM 
he was dissatisfied with €rod's proceedings, ffi* 
prayer resemhies that of Elijah owder the jonipei^lreer 
when ** he requested for himself that he mtght die,aii 
said. It is enough, now, O Lord, take away my \k\ 
for I am not hetter than my fathers/'''^ Yet, tbosgk 
Elijah's prayer can scarcely be commended, as itseeioi 
to argne a want of faith and courage, it was modi 
more excusable than that of Jonah. Elijah was per* 
secuted by the blood-thirsty Jezebel, was grief«d at 
the small success of his ministry, and had little pro' 
spect of further usefulness among his degenerate coiii» 
trymen ; and therefore wished for the repose of IM 
grave, to put an end to his anxieties, his fatigues, aal 
his dangers : but Jonah peevishly wrsbes for deatkt 
because his ministry is successful, because the Nine' 
vites through bis preaching are saved from impendiol 
ruin ; and his request is not couched in such retpfd* 
ful language as that of Elijah; for as he prefaces it viil 
advancing groundless charges against €rod, sobeip 
sists that it is a proper request, which ought to be graal* 
ed immediately r " Therefore now, O Lord, take, I b# 
seech thee, my life from me ; for it is better "for meM 
die than to live/' 

No petition coold be more nnseasonablt. ft**' 

♦ lKiogsxiXr4. 
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iol a iime io.die, wben bis Uboors wer9 bfginoiag to 
t>e effectual for the conversion oftbe Ninevites : it waf 
I time for redoubled e](f rtions ; and be should rather 
bave besought God to prolong his life^ that he Oiigb^ 
uaist ia carrying oo^ and extending^ the good work. 
)egan in Assyria ; or that he oaigbt return to laboar, 
vitb renewed seal and fresh advantages^ in his 0W9 
and. Besides, he vasin ft very unfit frame for dyi^g* 
^ow coold he think of rushing into tb^ presence of an 
loly Grod in a fit of passion, and while be was repin^ 
ng and fretting. at the good ways of the liOrd ? Way 
his a state in which be conld appear hefore his Judge f 
klas ! he knew not what he wa4 asking, ^he he wqqld 
lot hare prayed for death, at a time when he was sp 
tn6t for the eternal world. Many spe^k as if tbey 
rere weary of the world, and desirous of heaven* wheq, 
ike Jonah, they are only dissatisfied ixrith the arrange* 
Bents of Providenee, and are whoHy unprepared for 
passing into ettrnily. 

Yet there is ooe thing commendable in Jonah's 
»rayer ; while he beseeches Grod to take aw^y his life, 
m intimates that he will wait till God is pleased to 
[rant his request, ^and will not attempt to shorten hjs 
lays, as too many have done when they were in a 
«eviah, desponding humour. He wishes for death, 
lot will have no hand in hastening its approach hii^- 
elf ; on the contrary, whatever may be his sufferings 
nd disappointments, he is resolved to say, like Job in 
lis afflictions, " All the days of my appointed time 

till I wait, till my change come/'* 

* Jobxiv. 14. 
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Sach is Jonah's rash prayer^ lei ns now consider Hn 
answer which God returned. 

Verse 4. '* Then said the Lord, Doest thoo well to 
be angry ?" 

It is hard to ^y, which is the most astonishing; i«- 

nah's perverseness, or God's forbearance. Truly he 

found by experience, that the l.ord is a gracioos Q^) 

•for divine grace is conspicuous in the gentle rebuke 

which he now received. It is well for us, that Ooti's 

ways are not as our ways ; and that, when we spetk 

to him unadvisedly, he does not take us at our word. 

Jonah, in his sullen humour, prays for death ; yet 

God does not instantly cot him off, like Ananias tnd 

Sapphira ; nor strike him dumb, like Zacharias ; wx 

even reprimand him with seveHty ; but^ in the riches 

of his goodness, and forbearance, and long^soflfering, 

he merely grves him this mild reproof ; '' J>oest tbdo 

well to be atigry ?" How wonderful is the patience 

of God, in bearing with h>is roui'muring servant i 

let us learn, my brethren, to copy this divine patters ; 

-shewing kindness to the evil and the unthankful ;*in't 

rendering railing for railing, but returning asuftao- 

swer, to those who unjustly censure or reproach ns ! 

In this gentle rebuke, Gud desirea Jonah to rtSt^tt 
on the unreasonableness of hts behaviour ; " Doest 
thou well to be angry ?" Sin is a thing so foolish, so 
contrary to riuht reason, and to the best interests of 
man, that God con appeal to the saber judgment et 
transgressors themselves, concerning'' the wickednesi 
and madness of their conduct: and be puts it to Jonsbf 
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to say \{, upon doe consideration, he himself can pre- 
same to jastify his rash expressions, and anhallowed 
passion. If be reflected for a moment on his present 
temper, be mast have been conscious that it was at- 
terly anbecoming a child of Ood, especially one who 
filled the prophetic office, and for whom God had 
wrooi^ht such amazing wonders. 

*' Doest thou well to be angry ?'* There is scarcely 
any thing more anseemly, more opposite to oar rea* 
son, our comfort, and our interest, than torbolent 
passion. Rage, or violent anger, is a species of mad- 
ness. Well may it be called passion, or suffering, for 
ibe wrathful man inflicts the keenest sufieriogs on 
himself: *' he teareth hhnseif in his anger," and deeply 
wounds his own peace, as if be were a madman, or in 
the delirium of a fever. We may say of the passionate 
-man, as well as of the drunkard, that if, in bis sober 
moments, be could see a picture of himself, such as 
he is in bis madnf ss, he would be so shocked at the 
sight, that be could not bear the thoughts of making 
himself such a beast again. Never let us degrade 
ourselves to the rank of wolves and tigers : never let 
us imitate those wicked men who are as "raging waves 
'of the sea, foaming oat their own shame." 

The anger of Jonah being peeaiiarlj culpable, a 
little reflection might soon convince bim of his sin. 
Was it well to be displeased with the ways of God, 
even if those ways had been really afflictive and trying? 
Was it well to repine at the dispensations of mercy, 
which should delight all saints ? Was it well to be 
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ffiilfed al Hm Mlvtlum of siiia«rt, m sali^eet that gif«t 
Joy tfi hetf en ? Wm U well to prat, in a aollen and 
{lecHriftli (inmoaf) hr ike stroke of 4«atb, which it n- 
f^irei mocb Berioasness^ maeh faith, mneh love, mnfih 
holiness, to meet in a proper manner ? No : it was iH| 
it was exceeding 111 : and Jonah, on a review of his be* 
ha? iour, might see that the spirit whieh he now breatli- 
ed, was not the spii^it of a child of God. 

The character which Jonah bore, and the ctrean^' 
•lances to whieh ho was placed, greatly aggrafated h» 
guilt ; and an emphasis may he pat oa the word thoup 
in this expostolation* '* ]>oest thou well to be angry ? 
rAotf, who hsst so ofUn» and so recently, shared in tht 
rifiliest mercies ? thou, who hast been taoght so latelf 
the bitterness of sin ^ tkou, who bast been appointed a 
profrbet,— « prophet of the gentiles ? thou, who bast 
bad ssch asionisbiag tuceets in thy mini«try at Nia^ 
Teb, and hast so many reasons to rejoice and gise 
thanks ? Doest Mow well to be angry, who art laid 
nnder eo many and so strong obligatiofis to love and 
praise the Lord ?" Brethren, the more we are bonttd 
to €k>d'e service, by the favoors which he has shewn as, 
ihe griiiler is our guilt if we marraur at bis proceedings) 
or rebel against bis word, Mas he saved >o<i,'like Jo- 
nah, from the dangers of the sea ; Wretched out the 
shield of bis providence over you, in the hoor of peril ; 
and often loaded you with a rich supply of his benefiti? 
O beware of spurning at the grace, or repining at the 
ways, or grieving the Sphrit, of your gracious BenefH- 
tor ! If be gives tbse so mucb, qngratrfiil uumfff. 
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d«eni IboQ well to he angry beeame tby hi^Ims are Hot 
all folfilled ? Doest thou well toba aDgry, beeause tboli 
uieeiest with somecroaseaaiKi disappointmenU? Doaal 
thou well to he angry at trials and hardahipa^ wh^ft 
iboQ knowest that God does all things well, and can 
OHtke all tbinKS work together for thy good ? 

As Jonah made no answer to the reproof that was 
given him, we n»ay hope that he felt its jastiee ; thai 
grace for a time prevailed against corruption, or that 
be was so far humbled as to hold his peace, and cbtek 
his anger and discontentment When God judges he 
will overcome: and all that eontend with him sbaU 
sooner or later see their error, and confess their taad'^i 
ness, to the praise of bis glory. 

It is good for us, my friends, to be often inqoiriiig 
if we do well ; according to the words of God to Jonahs 
Setl^examf nation is of high importance, to awaken nS 
oat of security, and excite us to doty. Doest thou well^ 
O Christian, to be cleaving onto the world, and neg4 
lecting communion with God ? Doest thoo well, to let 
thitie affections grovel on the paltry enjojiments of 
tfttie, when soch glorious ebjeets demand thy supremS 
regard ? Doest thon well, to be slothful in seeking thy 
Grod, and careless in preparing for thine eternal 
inheritance ? 

GospeUhearer, ask thyself in like manner, if thfom 
doest well to remain at a distance from this gracious God^ 
to refuse the offers of his gospel, and despise the won- 
ders of his love ? Doest thou well, to defer thy pre- 
parations for eternity^ and to go on thoughtlessly ia 
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unbelief and tin ? Doest thou well, to put away from 
ibyself the words of eternal life, and expose thyself to 
Ihe fierce wrath of a righteous God ? Oh no ! tboa 
does! foolishly ; thou doest madly. What folly can be 
equal to that which ruins the soul for ever ? What 
madness ii like that which forsakes the Fountain of 
Hving waters, and separates us for ever from tbe 
Source of happiness? O think, wretched sinner, what 
a kind, what a gracious God, thou art rejecting ! So 
abundant is. his goodness, that some have complained 
that he is too kind and too coin paRsion ate. But, let 
our souls rejoice at this unspeakable mercy, with which 
Jonah quarrelled; and let the thoughts of God's rich 
love draw our hearts unto him as our redeeming God, 
, subdue all our enmity, and melt our souls into contri- 
tion^ gratitude, and love. Yes ; blessed be his name ! 
he is " a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness, and repents him of the evil : " 
and in this endearing description of his character oor 
tongues shall triumph, our hearts shall be glad. ''Bless 
the Lord, my soul ; and all that is within me bless 
his holy name. Biess the Lord, O my soul , and for- 
get not all his benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniqoi- 
ties ; who healeth all thy diseases ; who redeemetb thy 
life from destruction ; who crowneth thee with loving* 
kindess and tender mercies.''* 

* PsaJm ciii, 1—4. 



LECTURE X. 

JONAH REPROVED AND GOD'S MERCT VINDICATED. 

Cbap. IV. 5—11. 

Ver. 5, 6. " So Jonah went out of the city, and 
sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a 
booth, and sat un.der it in the shadow, till he might 
sec what would become of the city. And the Lord 
God prepared a gonrd, and made it to come up over 
Jonah, tiiat it might be a shadow over his head, to 
de(i?er htm from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding 
glad of the gourd." 

In reading the histories of saints in scripture, a 
thought may sometimes steal into oqr minds, that the 
lives of weak believers should have been consigned to 
oblivion, and none but the most perfpct examples re- 
corded ; or at least, that a vail should have been cast 
over the intirmities of the godly, and only their praise- 
worthy actions exhibited. But a little reflection may 
suffice to teach us, that the divine Author of these 
narratives has adopted a plan the most worthy of him- 
self, and the most profitable to his chuich. These 
'aithfui memoirs, setting forth the frailties and sins of 
L»eiiever^, as well as their piety and goodness, not unly 

z 
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furnish a striking evidence of the troth of the saered 
volume, but are like charts to mark out those shoali 
and rocks, on which we are in danger of striking, aod 
which we must steer clear of; and at the same time, 
they illustrate the kiftdness and forbearance of God 
towards his unworthy children^ and thus serve to en- 
c(umi{;;e weak tielievera, who might be ready to sini^ 
in dtspair, did they not 6nd, that the people of God 
in all ages have beeo «acojiipaB»ed with infirmities. 

In this point of view^ the history of Jonah is of 
great value. He was one of the feei>lest of God's ao- 
cient servants ; yet the Lord loved and honoured him, 
notwithstanding his numerous failings. We have 
seen much of his weakness, and of Crod's long-suffering, 
in the foregoing Lectures ; but no where do we fiad 

> 

them more conspicuous than in the closing part of his 
book, which now demands our attention. 

It is observable, that in his history, as in that ef 
Bdomon, there is no account of his repentance; bis 
sun appears to set under a dark cloud : yet doubtless 
he was restored through the ridies of divine grace ^ 
and as SoFomon wrote the book of Ecclesiastes, as a 
token of his sincere contrition, so Jonah fornishctd a 
simihir proof of his repentunce, by writing this uadia- 
guised memorial of his folly ; giving glory to God vA 
taking shame to himself, and exhibiting his owncaseftr 
the instruction of the church in every succeeding age. 

We found in the last Lecture, that God expostuHUel 
with Jonah on the absurdity and wickedness of m 
f>as8ionate coropkaiuts^ and that Jonah made bo repl)« 



(Jh. IV. 4— 11.] oo»*i Mititcrr visrMc4TED. 171 

ffowarditess of Im« ttmpcr* Yst here we peraehre^ 
that fais ipints w«te ivat so fifer «o«nf>««ed aib to on&ble 
him to resume his kboors in Nmev«4i, for dineotiii|f ib« 
people ifi Ihe itays of God, wliiedi they now teemed to 
cfioooe: on the contrary^ bo cannot bring faia nmnd to 
acquiesce in thw presorration of the orly, Imt entertarno 
an ideo,t)Hit God may yei saws his credit ao a prophet, 
aeeonlrn^ to hia port erae view a^ the maHer, by viatt« 
ing this large tnetpopoKa with aaaire trcmendoas jiKlg-' 
ment. In ibia hope, if hope it may bo eftUod> be re- 
tires oot of the city, to a spot on the eaat sMk of it, 
pefbapa some rising fp-otMHk, froaa whence hie tonld 
have a faU new of the town ; and.tboro be resolves to 
ifotde^ tillha sbomld see sihAil would be iis late, whelhef 
God Would save or doalroy it. 

If the forty days wcriR not yet expired, ibera might 
be soane propriety in ratirtng from Ninoveh, to inpreso 
tbe inb»b»tanta tbe more with tb«i tbeugiiU of tU«ir 
goilt and danger; as Lot withdrew from Sodom wbeA 
k was ready to be overthrown. Some of the Ninevites 
migtit atiil need to be exoit^d to repentance ; and Jo« 
nab's q;^ttttng the town, as aarlors escape from a aink«» 
hig vessel, might serve to alarm, and convince, and 
hnmble Ihem. Yet, tlrough wo may suppose that 
Jonah^s dissatisfaction began before Ibe expiration 
of the forty days, upon his seeing evident tokens of 
the repentance of the Ninevites, and of God'a destgA 
lo spare them, it would seem from the close of the last 
ihapter^ ibnt the daya wcr« fulfilled ; or at least, wo 
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have reaian to believe, tkmt he lii^ered on the 
iide of the city, long after the period wai eoded^ m 
the expectation that something might occur to Yeri(y 
bis prediction in one shape or another. 

The prophet's retirement might have bad a salotify 
effect en his own mind, had his solkn honioar pertu^ 
ted him to impilove it. It is good for us to. withdrtv 
at proper times from the bustk" of Uk: wortd.; hut it 
should be to converse with God in meditation m4 
prayer, and raise our affieetions towards heaven; not to 
indulge in melancholy, jior cherish discontent 

If Jonah's withdrawing from Nineveh was not eon- 
docive to his spiritual interests, still l«ss did it subserve 
bis outward comfort. The spot to which he retired 
was in an exposed situation «; for he did not seletfi 
a place where he would have most shelter, Irat one 
from whence be could have the best view of the 
city, so as to have an opportunity of witnessiogf iti 
overthrow. Here were no spreading trees, under whose 
verdant shade be itiijerbt recline ; no friendly rocks, to 
shelter him in this we^ry land : so that, to defend him- 
self from the seorcbin«i; heat by day, and the chiHioir 
damps of the nij^ht, he is forced to jtnake himself a 
booth, constructed pf rhaps with branches of trees, or 
shrubs, which he carried np thither from the banks 
of the Tigris. — What needless troubles do men create 
to themselves by their own folly ! They complsin 
that God is making them miserable, and yet luke Ue 
most direct methods to increase their misery in t 
tenfold degree. Had Jonah been now employedi ai 
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b« ought) in leading the people of Ninereh to a bettor 
knovledee of God and of hie waira, he might have 
been comfortably lodged in the town ; for thoee who 
repented at his preaching coald not but reRpect him* 
and we may aappoae them to have prensed bim to come 
into their houaes, and accept their hospitality : but, in 
his present sullen mood, he will rather lodj^e in a 
wretched booth, than in the palaces of Nineveh. His 
temper is soured by his fancied disappointment ; and 
sftiet he expects and deaires their ruin, he can have 
no friendly tntercourae with them. Thus his passion 
becomes hifr punishment. Well might Wisdom say, 
*' He that sinneth againat me, wrongeth his own soul.'' 
Jonah's booth was but a poor shelter for him ;• it 
neither kept out the sun nor the wind : but God was 
pleased to grant him for a season a mnch better corer- 
i«fg. " The Lord God prepared a gonrd, and made it 
to come op over Jonah, that it might be a shadow 
over bis head, to deliver him from bis grief." The 
repining prophet deserved to be left unsheltered, that 
he thight taste the bitter fruits of his folty ; but God is 
kiod to the evil and unthankful, and, however unwor- 
thy the coiidoct of his servant, he will not wholly 
exclude him from the tokens of his favour." At the 
spot where Jonah bad bis bootby God made a large 
plant to spring up quickly from the ground, that its 
grateful shade might protect bim from the sultry heat. 
This plants here oaltt>d a gourd, is generally thought 
to have been the rici$Mi, or palma Christi, common 
in these eastern parts. It is described as rising some- 



Vimes U the iMitthtof ^Ofht ^t, nfitb vtry larg^ Immi^ 
flrted U yi#<d W r«^r«Bliiftg shttde. It b also ssid k»b« 
«f a mpHf ^revfth : btil this csnnot acMoht (or tie 
laddefi 8)^A«!iM^ ii^ of Ibi^ plMut m tlie preMtit in- 
MMv«e, il» frr^wHi being «b<Mtjr pt«t*rDiifiyn4* Tin 
ftnme Ood ivho ^ep^recf Ihe fisi* lo stvattow' /dmAk, 
prepai^d the ^iml to irti«44«rr bfm : for til natvM is- it 
Ms disposal, Iin4) every tbrng* in tbe vegHftbU, us wttf 
M Ihie anvmal khi^doni, is o^bediont to km call. '*lfe 
0ttnflietll Hit gPM» to ^row for the cmttle, awd bttrb ibr 
the servfee of man ;" anti all thre «!0nifort6 derived ^oM 
the v«]^iettfhfe creation, shoi>ld awoken our ^atitnde 
to anx bowitiful Benefactor. Mfs almt^ty po«%r 
Aiade this: p;oard to sprivi^ u^ in oive niglit, as is ^rfler- 
iMifda stated, tfo as to Ibrm nett mornvmr a oooKit^ 
shade over th)e h^ad of poor Jona%^, " to deliver hHti 
from hu3 griaf.'* He had a violent hoad^aebe, it woM 
aeem, occasioned by the heat of the sfon, and probabfy 
ifitreased by the h«at of his- own passions; an<d this 
kind refrrshment was sent him for a t)biie, to atleviate 
bis pain, and assotigfe his g^rief. 

• This aeasotMibla relief was T«ry gratifytil||^ to the 
a#»cled prDpkiet : '' Jonah wa:s exceeding glad of the 
goord'' ''Persons who have travelled VR hot eaatem 
elinates w>tlj best coficerve, what a refroslmieni ft u w wt 
have been bo him, to have such a phint sprea4 over 
bio head, excimding the mA\st^ heams^o^ the son. He 
was hfghl^y delighted wiith this token of God's ootide- 
aeension, and hia joy at the reH«f which ibbrougflltfciai 
was extreme. Persons of a warm nntaral l^mpcv aie 
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litbia t9 gr«a( vieiiMiUiKJes of fecliiMf ; their pltasiu'es 
.and lke'\r pains, tbeir jo)$ an4 tJIm'ir s#rrows, are all 
Miperlalive. VVlM^n Jona^ vaa dUpleaaed, be was 
" «XG4;i«<iifigly dt^pieased ;" and now, when be ig §;]ad) 
Ji«f is "exc«;edini( fi^ladw" But U is not fit, tUat eaKbly 
ojl^Qta should create such violent agitations jn out 
flptrita. ViUy should the triiit^s of a day thus lift ua 
i$p^ or cast us down ? Let this christian lear« Uf nmin- 
taiu that sweet composure of spirit, which caonoi be 
greatly ruffled either by prosperity or adversity. ''Tbey. 
tkat v^p Qiu^t bn as though they wept not, tad they 
tJiat rejoice, as though they rejoiced not ;-«-fur th0 
faabiun of this world passetb away."^ Sublunary joy^ 
sboatd always be moderate, fotr they are all uocerlain : 
and if we indulge in them to excess, owr disappoint* 
uient most be the greater, if Ib^y fail ua. Jonah's 
immoderate joy hi the gourd, soon- ltd to exoessive 
grief for the loss of lU— This effect may especially be 
looked for, if our comforts load us not to God. We 
do not read that Jonah blessed God fur the gourd t 
and if bis joy centred more in this creature-eomforfey 
tbaa in the God who bestowed it, no wonder that it 
isMwd in bitter sorrow. 

Verses 7, 8. ** But God prepared a worm, wii«n 
tbe morning rose the next day, and it smote the gonrd 
lb»t it withered. And it came to pass, when tbe soft 
did arise, tl>at God prepared a vehement east ^ind ^ 
and the sun beat upon tbe head of Jonah, that he faint- 
ed, and wished in himself to die, and said. It is better 

for me to die than to live.'' 

♦ 1 eorintbiaas tH. 30^ ^1. 
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How fleeting are terrestrial things ! Jonah's gwri 
sprang up fresh and promising ; its stalk vas stroiif^ 
its leaves were healthy^ and its flowers were ready is 
blossom : bat alas ! bow quickly does it faide and per- 
ish ! Such is man himself:- *' He cometh forth likes 
flower, and is cut down." " Alt flesh is as grass, afid 
all thegoodliness thereof ia as the flower of the field/' 
''In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up;ffl 
the evening it is cot down and wiihereth."* S«icb 
also are ail human enjoyments. While our hopes ar^ 
fair and blooming, and we are promising ourselves 
long and rich delights, some unexpected occurrence 
blasts our prospects, and all our. fancied bli^s vanishes 
like a dream. Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd; 
but his joy was only for a night : next day, early in 
the morning, the gourd began to wither, and by the 
time the sun arose, it was faded and shrunk dowu ; so 
that its verdant leaves could screen the prophet's hea4 
no more, its comely form was gone, and all its beauty 
sunk into the dust. * Nor was the gourd destroyed by 
any formidable agent ; by the rushing wild beast, thic 
furious storm, or tlve lightning's flash : it fell before an 
insignificant reptile. A worm attacked itattbero«t; 
and suddenly gnawing its substance, and cutting off 
the channels by which its moisture was drawn froin 
the earth, made it wither, and droop, and die. It is 
thus, that eauses unseen, and apparently trivial, quick- 
ly destroy our sweetest pleasures. While our delights 
look fresh and blooming, a worm is at the root of thetu^ 

which will soon lay them in the dost. 

* Job ^iv. 42. Isaiah xl 6. Psalm xc, 6. 
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Tb« w^rai ibal smote Jonah's gourd was anper- 
eifsd^ but «i4l ansent. He who prepared this bloom* 
»g pbnt) ** oreated the waster to destroy it :'' for he 
it^8> and be takes away ; he saves, and he kills ; 
ocerdin^ to his soTermgn will. The great fish was 
spared hy him, and so was this small insect ; for alt 
reatMrss, even the most minate, are sabjeot to his 
athority/ as they are sustained by his bounty, 
i^orais, as well as angels, ^' do his commandments^ 
earkening onto the voice of bis ward :^ and he dis- 
lays- bift gl^ry, in employing the most imugniieant 
restores to bumble proud mortals, and nsber id greal 
rents. Reptiles still more contemptible than worms, 
efped lo bring down the pride of Pharaoh, and forward 
le redemption of Israel. 

Bat why was the gourd so quickly smitten ? Was 
fioi tantalhing th^ prophet, to send bim this relief, 
lid then aggravate his sufferings by snatching it 
nay ? Does God ddight in harassing the feelings of 
Is servtints ? By no means. It was for wise and 
raeious ends, even for Ood^s glory and Jonafa's profit^ 
At 4tt« "g^urd was made to grow, and then to perhb, 
^y this means, the prophet was not only chastened 
rhis ingratitude and perverseness, shewn the vanity 
f 'Created ol)ject8, and directed to betake himself 
ambly to Qini as his only refuge; but was also taught, 
) w« shalf see more fully, a lesson of co&ipas!)ion:. 
(tftb«se purposes the gourd is smitten, and Jon^h is 
tade lo hti keenly the want of its refreshing shade ; 
*r, '^it came to pass, when the snn did afise> Ib^t 

A A 
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God prepared t Tehement east viad ; tod the van 
beat upon the head of Janah, that he fainted/' 
Formtrly a mighty viiid.waa aeat in pursuit qf Jonah} 
now a vehement wind is sent te scoarge .him ; fori 
as sea-faring people should especially remeai^« 
God hcis aii kinds of winds at hm call; and HoM 
what wind he pleases. The former wind, was prob- 
ably from the west, to oppose the prophet's flight; 
this was sent from the easi, to increase the effects of 
the heat. There is often felt In these oriental coaa- 
tries a scorching east wind, which, when accompanied 
with the sultry heat of the sun, as in this case^ in 
peculiarly oppressive: the traveller, is in danger of 
being 8uffi)cated with this vehement wind, while the 
solar rays are so hot as to blister his skip. To the 
combined influence of this east wind and of the bora- 
ing heat of the sun, is Jonah now exposed ; for, his 
gourd being gone, and his booth insufficient to shelter 
him, the wind and sun beat on his head together j, sad 
bis pain being almost intolerable, he faints^ and sialyl 
down, and is ready to perish. 

One might expect, tliat in these circumstance 
Jonah must be humbled under the hand of God^ as i* 
the fish's belly, and acknowledge the justice of (M» 
in 8cour<;ing him for his impatience^ He bad eoia* 
plained without ^ cause, and now he might perC9i«% 
that the Lord was righteous in sending him a i^al eaopt 
of trouble and anguish. Bat a^as! hk peryerse tBWS^ 
is yet unsubdued ; and instead of giving glory to GM 
he is more impatient than ever. "Ue wii^d iabto^ 
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to die, and said. It is better for me to dia tbatiito live/' 
Tostrad of moornins: for bia fornier ofllt'iice« he repeats 
it: in a sdlcn and peevish frame be visbts for death to 
pul an end to his sofferings ; when he ought to have 
endnred them with patience and fortitude,. sa>in||r,liko 
the prophet, ^' I will bear the indignation of ibe L6rd» 
because I have sinnH against biaa." He vpeaks as if 
bis life were boond up in ibe gourd, alleging tliat it is 
better for him to die, than to live without iU 

Ver. 9. '' And God said to Jonah, Doesft tbon 
well to be angry for the gourd ? And ba udd, I do well 
to he angry, even unto death." 

Jonah's renewed murmurs give oceaaion to fre^b 

instances of God's forbearance. Instead of taking him 

at his word, and cutting him off in bis iniquity, the 

Lord condescends to reason witli him, that he might 

see bis (oily. '* Doeat thou well to be angry for the 

gonrd }*' Why did be fret for the loa»of the gonud ? 

It vaa the gifl of God ; and if he w^o gave it thought 

proper to take it away, the prophet should have bleas- 

ed bis name even for the short relief which it bad 

■^Mded. Besides^ God could make another gourd to 

'spring up in its plaoe ; or, if Jonah cquld not expect 

tbis^ be migiht find shelter among the trees on the 

banks of the river, or remove into some house in Nin- 

>eveh or its subvrbs. At any rate, he had pnly lost a 

Ibeble plant; and why should be murmur, when the 

liord himself remained, to be the portion of his soul ? 

-It la ifuptsus to be angry with God ibr any tbipg, but 

especially for the Joss of trifles. 
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Tbii mHd rebuke oaght i# hftTe made tbe |ir0|ilict 
afebamed of bit perreraeness ; but alas ! his corrttptiMS 
are now risen to their greatest height ; for whereat he 
made no reply to God's former expostalations^ beingti*- 
fenced if not humbled, now he flies to the fieice of Qtit 
and spume at his just reproof. When €^d aske, ^Dt^ 
est thou well to be a»gry for tbe gourd }" he presanp* 
iueusly answers, '' I do wieli to be angry, evem ualo 
death.'' It is truly sunazing to hear a mortal, partica- 
iarly a prophet, speaking thus to the Most Higb% Hov 
could he dare to justify his wieked passions, to aaHert 
that he did well to be ahgry al Qwi's hoiy providenoe, 
even if he sbootd fret himself to death? is ibis that Jo- 
tiah w4io prayed with sueh lenrour and baamiity, sacb 
ihith and gratitude, in the belly of the fish? Wiiere iof 
tore his vows aind professions? O how etra«igely have lus 
teormptions changed him!— ^See, my brethren, bow w«ik 
'iw^are, if Wft to ourselves; how outrageous our p osoi sB t 
tnay become, if thej are not oentroUed by di Time graces 
"Never let our hearts rise against Ood> whose %m)'s, bet* 
^ver trying to us, are all just and ^o#d. Toonuuiy repist 
%i his dispensations, and bring upen ihemselvessoresM^ 
ness, \ritbpout being aware of the evil of tibeir condoil 
Jonah's presutnptfon having risen to siieb a heigkt, 
^nre might suppose that Ood's patience must iie e«* 
liaosted, and that such an insult eantioi be borne ^iA* 
but, O astonishing grace ! the prophet is not est ti 
in his rebellion : he is spared, arid reasoned wiih>aa4 
reclaimed ; for be must needs have been vedaimed by 
the following merciful expostulation. 
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. Verses 10, 11. " Tban said iht Lord, Tbaa hMt 
bad pky cm the f onrd, for ibe wfaieh tlioo bMt not 
labottred, Beilher maclett it grow ; wbioh came up m 
« *%bt, and -perisbed in a aight : And nboiiid not I 
spare Nine veb, that great city, wherein are more tbaa 
MSLsoore thoDoand persona, that cannot discern between 
(beir right hand and their left haad ; and also inocb 

> Here G^d's principal design in cnUing down tbe 
gourd ifi gracionsly unfolded ; it was ta draw from Jo- 
nab's feelings on the 4>ccasion an argument in favour of 
tbe p»of NinevUes, to silence his nu2raiura> and bring 
bifli to reaoon. ''Blessed is the man whom thou cbast- 
enest, O Lord, and teacbest him out of tby kw/'* Jo-> 
R»b'« alBidioo .imparts a letson of compassion, and his 
#vo scmaationa are turned into anargu men t against him* 
self« There was solnathiug very criminal in his present 
tcMtper; yet that kind God, who ia willing to make the 
meat of what ia in hin servauta, perceived aomeibing 
g0i9d in his feeliags, even that pity which he bad ior 
iba g^urd, whose siaitfly form and opening beauties met 
Mich an untimely fiite; and his regret for thiahaspless plant 
ia 4Mroughtforwafd to v'mdicale God's mercy to Nineveh. 
In reasoaring with Jonah, God convicts bim out 
oi biB own mouth : the pity which he had expressed 
#»r tbe gourd, was far more than suAcient to justify 
iQod'a compaasion lor the Ninevites, which was tbe 
groiHMl of hia aomplatnts. The gourd had cost bim 
Mwkt nor care, it sprang up without bis help; 
* Psalm loiT. kfL 
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bfft the men of NHieveh were til cretlomi of CM* 
ft>rmed by his ^wer, sastained by bis fosteririjir e»«, 
ehjffcis of bis tender solicitode. The gourd was m 
mean, sbort-lived plant, '* wbio4» came o^ in a oigbt, 
and perisbed in a night f* the Ntnevites, on the eon* 
trary, were intHHirent creatores, posaesaed of iromor- 
lal souls, destined to live for ever, in endless bliss^ or 
endless wo. The gourd was but one, and perisbed 
singly, wit boot involvinflT others in its fall; -but Nin- 
eveh contained an immense population of men, wonneii, 
and children, besides vast numbers of cattle ; tnd what 
an awfnl havoc most take place, if the eity be df^stroy* 
ed ? Compared with such a catastrophe^ the smttlaff 
of the gourd, nay of many millions of gourds, was not 
worth a thought ; and if Jonah had compitfbsion on an 
insignificant plant, how much more might the Ckni of 
inercy have compassion on Nineveh ! 

If Jonah should allege, that the crimes of tbe Nin^ 
evites called for vengeance, let him reflect, that tliere 
were myriads in Nineveh to whom this remark co«M 
not apply ; even " more than sixsoore thoosan^l par- 
sons that cannot discern l>etween their right hand aod 
their left hand/' being yet in a state of infoncj, itioa- 
pable of partaking in the wick-edness of tbe town*. . If 
be had no bowels of mercy for the adult inbabttenia, 
can he dt;sire the ruin o/an hundred and Iwentvtbows- 
end helpless babes i Sorely bis heart mostslMKlder 
At thethought* It is true that, as in tite tlelogio.aiid 
in the overthrow of Sodom, God in 'his holy iirovkknoe 
may cut off children with their wicked parents ; for be 
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bas^ft n;;hi to Uke away the lUe whkh he gave : yet 
ih« deetf action of iafants ia truly lamentable, and U>« 
Lord expedto^ that we abaotd be deeply affected ^th ii. 

How, rich afe tbe eompaaaion^ of otir Qi^dl He bai 
a lender regard for helpless yeuth^ a» well as feel^# 
a«^e. Well may little children receive him an theic 
Father, and the gaide of their youth : and well may 
parents commit their offspring lo his gracious care< 
Seamen who have children, may safely leave tb^n 
uader his protection^ when they are going on a voyage; 
ibr be who had compassion on the babes of Nineveh, 
wf ill not neglect the offspring of British seamen who 
put their trust in his name. 

Not only the infants of Nineveh, but even the 
cattle, are the objects of divine mercy. If Jonah had 
pity on the gourd, which was only a vegetable, much 
more might God spare Nineveh, where there were 
Btyriads of people, '' and also much cattle/' The 
Niuevites had great numbers of borses, camels, oxen, 
aiul other beasts ; and the destruction of ten thousand 
gourds was far less affecting than that of so much cat- 
tle. We have seen, in a former chapter, that these 
cattle partook in the humiliation of their owners ; and 
God, perhaps with an eye to that circumstance, here 
a/penkn of them as admitted to participate in their 
deliverance. Very pleasing are those precepts of the 
divine law, which enjoin humanity to beasts and to 
birds.* Such injunctions exhibit the divine character 
io the most amiable light, and loudly reprove those 

* Sec Exodus xxiii. 6, 19. Peut. ixii. 1, 4, 6, 7«. xxv. 4. 
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WvUlapgrU, io which Mimail* are-UrmeuM, 0t 24 
KMule to torment each otber« for the amasemeat of «• 
vege men. Barharitiet of thia kiod moat needs be 
abomiaable in the eyes of that God who had pity even 
on the cattle of Nineveh. " O Lord, thou preservesl 
man and heaat : How exeellent is thy loving-kindneas!*^ 

Bat^ my hrethren, it is by the homan race alone, 
that the special lo?e of God can be enjoyed; and, bt^ 
ed be his name ! that love is exhibited to all mankind, 
in the invitations and promises of his gospel. We have 
foond, in this valaable book of scriptare, much of bis 
goodness to men ; and to seamen in pirticnlar : and in 
the scriptures of the New Testament, we see much more. 
O that his tender mercies may deeply affect yoar 
hearts^ and draw you to that kind redeeming God, who 
spared not bis own Son, but delivered him op for qs 
all I Come, thou Holy Spirit of God, open the eyes of 
oar understandings, and shed abroad this divine love 
in our hearts; ''that Christ may dwell in our hearts 
by ^ith ; that we being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints, what is tbe 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
that we may be filled with all the fulness of God I** 

''Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abund-. 
antly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us; unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus, tbrooghoat all ages, worM 
wijthout end. Amen."t 

♦ Psalm xxxvi. 6, 7, fEphesiaOf iii. 17— 31, 



TWO DISCOURSES 



TO SEAMEN: 



VIZ, 



I. i>rai0in9 0oli tl^t Huts anH pritoileg^ of 

teamen : 

DELITERED AT WHITBY, MARCH 10, 1816; 

A few day$ before the iaiUng of the Sh^te for Greenland, and 

other foreign parti : 

AND 

II. ef^vM ttft Jb^aman'0 iFrienti: 

DELIVERED FEBRUARY 7, 1819; 

After the melancholy newi of the death of Mr* John Trueman, 

Master of the Harmony of Whitby, and his brother-in-lawp 

Robert Jackson, who, together with all the crew of that 

vessel, the Mate excepted, were lost near Tralee on 

the west coast of Ireland, January 17, 1819. 

TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 
SOME 

PRAYERS AND HYMNS, 

TO BE USED AT SEA. 



DISCOURSE I- 

PR&ISIVO GOD THE DUTY AKD PRIT1LE6B OF SBAMEN. 

ISAIAH XLII. 10. 

SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SOT^O, AND HIS PRAISE 
FROM THE END OF THE EARTH, YE THAT GO DOWN 
TO THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IB THEREIN; THE 
ISLES, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF. 

Tbe religion of Jesas is obvtoosly fiUed to becomii 
tmirersal ; for, while its grand doctrines^ da ties, and 
institutions are adapted to tbe iastruetion, direction^ 
and salvation, of nMnkind in general, tbe sacred 
▼oUime, in which they are exhibited, conveys also a 
vast variety of special admonitions, intended for each 
particular class of society, that men of every rank anfl 
description may feel a greater interest in this blessed 
book. Tbe high and the low, the younf and the old, 
men of every condition and every occupation, may 
all And portions here, expressly appropriated to them* 
selves. 

Of this we have a pleasing illnstration in the 
passage before ns. The prophet, who speaks much 
of gospel times and goapel blessings, is foretelling the 
coming of Christ, and the erection and extension of 
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bit kingdom ; and, while be describes the blessings 
be diffused ihroogh the world ander the reign 
Immsnael, he invites men of every place, and evej 
employment, to welcome his coming, and rejoice 
his salvation. 

Among the different classes of men, called to sai 
delightful exercises, we find the inhabitants of tl 
isles, especially those who go down to the sea. 
verse 4th, it is predicted, that " the isles shall wail 
Christ's law ;" in the 12tb verse, men arc exhorted 
** declare his praise in the islands ;" and in the woi 
of our text, the people of the isles, particulaiiy 
men, are invited to sing new songs of praise, to tl 
honour of a redeeming God ; '' Sing unto ttie 
a new song, and bis praise from the end of the eaitbl 
\e that go down to the sea, and all that is tbereht 
the isles, and the inhabitants thereof/' 

In reading such passages in the WTitinea of 
ancient prophets, we can scarcely fail to be iuipi 
with the idea, that the Spirit of God, in diciaiiii;; th%] 
words, had an eye to the period when the Brilisl 
isles would take a prominent part in enlar^H^ 
kingdom of Christ, and Britisii seamen would be.i 
tinguished by their love to his name. At any nh 
such parts of the holy scriptures must be peculiiiri] 
interesting to us the inhabitants of the isles; and 
of all, to our sailor.s who go down to the sea in ships, 
and are often visiting the ends of the earth. . ii 

Unto yoo, then, my sea-faring friends, the lapi 
guage of the testis especially add rpsaed. Yon havi 
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a double interest in it ; for yoa are nol only inhabit-, 
ants of Ibe itles, tbe highly favoured British isles, but 
yott are employed on the great waters^ and visit far 
distant islands^ and coasts, even the remotest ends of 
tbe earth. Listen, therefore, to the&e words, as spolcea 
by Crod unto yon in particular. Doubtless tbe Spirit 
of the Lord intended them for your profit; and O that 
tbe same Spirit may apply them to tbe heart of every 
seam^in now present, that you may all joyfully comply 
with this exhorlatioti, and have cauve to bletts God 
tb»t ever it was penned ! ** Sing onto tbe Lord a new 
saittf, and bis praise from I he end of the earth, ye that 
go dovn io the sea, and all that is tbsrein ; the isles, 
and Ibe inhabitants thereof/' 

In addrcssiniL!: you further from these words, let me 
First, take notice of some things implied, or presup* 
posed, in this exhortation ; Secondly, direct your 
tbougiits to the exhortation itself; and Thirdly, pro- 
pose some directions or admonitions, that may serve, by 
tbe divine blessing, to assist and excite you in obeying it. 
> L'l shall take notice of some things implied, oi* 
presupposed, in this exhortation to seamen, the sea'* 
men of the isles.-^it evidently pre{iti|) posts some 
things of high importance, to which it is proper to 
advert, before we take a nearer view of the exhortation 
itself.-— It implies that, 

l» Seamen are peculiarly welcome to receive the 
gospel. — They are here invited to praise God for gos- 
pel blessings ; and this clearly intimates, that they are 
admitted to receive them; nay, our text may be viewed 
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at a gracittot oiiN' oi- that 8al?ati<Ni, in w4iteh tktj an 
ax bolted to rejoice. Who can be mwe wtskome It 
eome anto Cbriat, than teamen and Osbermen? AtMn^ 
JNicb our Saviour oflen lived and preached, freoi tacb 
be ehote bi« apostles and first ministers ; and, bj par- 
ting sBch an honour on the aea-£siring life, iie km 
kindly eneooraged ibose wbo portne it, to seek 1^ 
talvaiion, and love bis name. In like manner, a wamt* 
ber of passages in the sacred volume are evidea% 
designed to lead the minds of seamen unto the Loid* 
as the God of their salvation, who is the eonfidenee tf 
ati the ends of the earth, and of them that are a(ar eff 
upon the sea : and many of these passages are in tbf 
book of Psalms, to indicate that seamen are parties^ 
krly invited to sing the songs of Zion. Olten loo 
are spiritual blessings described in metaphora borrow^ 
ed (jrom objects with which seamen are familiar, to teaeh 
them, tbat such blessings are intended for them. 

Be assured, then, my dear seamen, thai t^ Gad 
of peace is offering his salvation to you in particubtf* 
^*To you is the word of this salvation sent z" to yoi 
are presented the blessings of pardon, peaee^ gnu^ 
glory ; with all the rest of those iniraluable beneito 
which Jesus bought with bis blood. O that you wedM 
listen to his voice, and accept his generens offsra If^ 
But the exhortation implies that, 

2. Many seamen will receive the gospel wttk 
their hearts.— -When Giod invites them to praise bin 
in new songs, he^does not mean that they are to yieU 
bim only the services of their lips>ibr wiiat »e liittt, 
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if the heart be withheld ? H« calls on teameo to praiM 
bkn with their whole 8011I9 ; admirtDg, adoring, aiMl 
loWog him. The text, therefore, may be regarded 
as a prophecy, that many seamen in gospel times wiU 
troly seek the Lord, and have their hearts toned for 
the celebration of his praises. Predietious to the sama 
effect occur in other passages of this^ book ; parti«i»- 
lady at the beginning of the 60th chapter, where it ifi 
said to the church ; " Arise, shine ; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Ijord is risen upon thee.«^ 
And the gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to 
the brightness of thy rising : —the abondanee of the 
aea shall be conyerted onto thee, the forces of the 
gentiles shall come unto thee.-— Who are these that fly 
as a cloud, and as the do¥es to their windows ? Surely 
the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish 
first, to bring thy sons from far, their siWer and their 
gold with them, onto the name of the Lord thy God, 
and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glori- 
fied ikee." In these words it is foretold, that onder 
the new dispensation, Zion shall be enriched with the 
aboodance of the sea, that tiie isles shall wait for God, 
and that the ships of Tarshish shall be the first to 
bring sons and daughters to the church : not only in- 
timating, that seamen shall be of essential service in 
the conversion of the gentiles, as they now are by coo- 
-veying ministers, bibles, and cither means of salvation, 
to distant lands ; but that numbers of themselves shall 
raeeive the offers of the gospel, and form an importsAt 
addition to the chorck. And, Weased be God ! many 
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pbos aeameB have lived in ?arioas a^es, many may be 
foand in the pretenfc day^ and many mure^ I ittul^ 
will hereafter embrace the offers of Jesoa, and be filled 
with joy and peace in believing. O that you, who 
DOW hear these words, may help to swell the happy 
band, to the praise of the glory of divine grace, aad 
your own exceeding and eternal joy !— But this leads 
me to notice, that this exhortation also implies, that, 
3. The gospel will be a source of joy unspeakable 
to seamen who embrace it.— Singing is a joyful 
Exercise, and when seamen are called to sing oev 
songs, this intimates, that they shall have matter for 
songs, delightful themes, that will fill their hearts with 
gladness, and their mouths with praise. And truly 
the gospel supplies such animating themes in rich 
ftbiindance. Nothing on earth can yield such real» 
and exquisite, and lasting 4>leasares. " Fear not," 
said the angel who announced the birth of Christ to 
the shepherds, " Pear not ; for, behold, I brin^r yes 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people." 
And, presently after, the heavenly choir began to sing 
in transporting strains ; '*Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good-will toward men." Weil may 
seamen rejoice, well may the inhabitants of the isles 
be glad, if they have received this great salvation. To 
be delivered from the wrath to come, reconciled onto 
God, admitted into his family, and made heirs of 
everlasting felicity, are blessings that infinitely 8a^ 
pass the low and transient joys of time. May all these 
blessings be yours, by faith in Christ \ 



Sudi tre ih« principai things implied in tliis eit» 
rboriaiion. 

11. i would now direct joor Ihoagbts U the ex- 
iMrtation itself. "Sing unto the Lord a new song^ 
and his praise from the end of tbe esrih, ye that go 
4o\m to t^ sea, and all that b tiherein ; the isles, and 
the inhabitants ther(H)f "-^-Herc, my dear seamen, yoor 
duty and yoor prtvilt^e wre laid down together; yoor 
diHfy, io praise the Grod oi salvation ^ yoiur privilege^ 
T9 have an empioyfiient so delighifbl. The exhortation 
may be dirtdied into tkrce partb: 

1. Yq(u are exhorted to praise the Ltrd : ''Si|^ 
Qn>t» th«f Lord a new song, aad hU praise fropii th« 
eAd of the cartl>/'-*-No service can he more neaspn- 
aMe than the praise of Crod* He made us for liin^f^ 
formed us to shew forth his praise ; aikd heing nholly 
his property, indebted to him for heingT) and fox «|l 
Mil- eiijoA'meHts, ne are bcmnd to glorify him with our 
fckKlies and oar spieits, which are his : accordLng to 
the apostle'^ admenitbon ; " Whether therefore yp 
eut Of drink, or whatsoerer ye do, do all to the ^my 
of Grod/*'^ And who can be under stronger oblige 
fl^ns to praise him than seamen ? Ye who go d^mn 
to the sea, who heboid the wavks of the Lord,aiMl hi^ 
wood^rs in ttie deep, iihp commit your lives so muc^ 
t6 his immediate dlaposal, and are so often experienc- 
ing his delivering gotdness; on you is tiiis duty pecn- 
liftriy binding. Bo not the very ele«ients, the grinds, 
the waves, the tempests, and all the atriking wouders 

♦ 1 Coriotliiam i^< 9L 
cc 
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of natore vhich jom freqoently witness, seem to Tie 
with each oilier, which will best proclaim the Creator^t 
glnr> ? And will yoo, who see lo moch of his works, 
and enjoy to naoy disliogoitbing favoora, refuse to 
raii»e the song of thanksgiving ? 

Brethren, let me orge yoa to praise the Lord ill 
every possible way. Praise him with your hearts ; for 
here his praise most begin, and the sweetest hymns 
will be nothing but onmeaning sound, if they be not 
accompanied with the homage of the soul. Rendcff 
him that admiration and fear, that gratitude and love, 
and all those holy affections, which are due onto his 
name ; and without which there can be no devotion. 

Praise him with your lips. This is what the text 
expressly requires, for it calls you to sing songs to his 
honour. Sailors are oAen fond of singing ; and let 
them not learn profane or licentious songs, but those 
sweet psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, in the 
singing of which they will make melody in their beart 
to the Lord. No where do the songs of Zion sound 
more sweetly, than when they rise from the face^of 
the deep. The charming accents, floating on the 
gale, seem to make the azure vault of heaven to re- 
sound : angels listen to the grateful music ; nay, it 
ascends to the throne of God, like a fragrant perfumie; 
accepted through the merits of Christ, the seaman^s 
frif^nd. Happy would it be for seamen, were efery 
ship like a floating temple, daily gladdened with the 
praises of the Most Uigh ! 

Prayer is another exercise of the highest import- 



IjiAIAH XLIl. 10.] PBIVILEGB OF SEAMEK. 195 

aDce, for God's honour and oor own interests ; and it 
is one of the best modes of praising liim ; for our 
adorations, confessions, petitions, and thanksgivings, 
are all calculated to magnify his name. Seamen 
should abound in prayer; especially as they have 
|i>etter opporlunities for this duly, than for singing 
paalms. My brethren, forget not to call upon God, 
when you are afar off upon (he sea : let him hear your 
voice every morning; and again, when night returns, 
let your prayer come up before him as incense, th6 
lifting up of your hands as the evening sacrifice. 
"Come boldly unto the throne of grace, (hat yon may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.''* 
Coonmuaioo with God will be more than a substitute 
for the company of yoar dearest relations. 

Praise him also with your lives. Without this, 
the services of the lips can be of no utility, as they 
mast needs be insincere. We only insult God, if we 
profess to praise him in songs or prayers, while our 
temper and actions give the lie to our professions. 
Let your praises be embodied in your conduct, and 
yfour whole life be like one continued act of devotion. 

2. Yoo are exhorted to praise him in gospel 
songs, emphatically stiled new songs. " Sing unto 
the Lord a new song."— Gospel songs are often in 
scripture denominated new ; because they belong to 
the new dispensation, and relate to new and glorious 
themes, which will never become antiquated, and never 
be exhausted. Such, brethren, are the songs which it 

* Hebrews ir. 16. 
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is yottr {M-kltege^aad your doty to sing ; drawing jtsar 
to *GiMl by Uidt new And Iking way, wfoicti Jesas Indi 
obnsecrated Am* as by Ww o#ii bJood. You liveiiadet 
tbat blessed dispensiitioTi, wiuch ditplajs Ui« love «f 
Gild in Ohrret to a lost ^otki, in tibe ftio^ gbnoia 
fbrm : and, whik yoo swig >of tii^ woniflers in <r»«Uoo 
end pro-vidence, let the tloMer wonders ^ redetmoif 
love inspire your beatte wHb wirm«r ^a4ibif«ihe^ and 
«aU fotlh more elevnted slftttus cif praii»9. " fO «iog 
tinto the Lord a tielr song ; for be bd«b 'done MHorrft^ 
Ibus tbiYigs : bis rigM liand, and ihi^ b«K '^frin; tetii 
gbheh bim the vii^ry. Tbe i/trd bstb ff»»«le4ciii»im 
his Siltatioii >-*aU llhe eilds of tb« i^sf tb Jiarf te Been Hii 
mdvuiKUfi of om- Gdd:"* Skig bntb bim/w^ only m 
tbe God of nature, but 4h<e G^ ^ i^mMiB ^ noit only 
ts yoar Creator and Pi^esetvef, 'btit iM yi»0r gv«ttt Re- 
lleemer. Praise bim fbr si^iftgibis sirtv«8tNMi toty 
Sriti^b isles, and to Brilrsb sesmen* Rbjfwee in tbe 
bfibrs t^bifl lote, <lhet>r^n^s^^r bis oovnwiiKt, smi si 
tbe nttse^cl^le rkdes of bts tsadvation ; ivihitsh sHI 
tiiA «ti!y yield KWeet %on^8l^ 4ltsfiieofileoii esirtb^ iia£b 
ibtB end t>f tfine; bat flim«Sh ObttiUlant Mbbfeor 4br kifs 
ititt^ di i\it redeemed «rt>ovey«^-«srr»gs ittiat litre .4r?er 
1i^te%, 'eternal in lite lieafiens. 

8. You tire exhot^ed to praise biiw afar dOT^ iHi 
%eD ^s at b^6ine. " Sin^ «iAto Mie iLcatl la idetw mnx^ 
tttA \t\^ pratse fr4>m tbe •end ^ tbe ^tsartb^ ye itet gb 
d6wn to \\k seA^'and aH th^ is tlbc^n." Mi 'tlsA 
^go-down ko ttienstfa, and tifN 'tlifi^aoie thereisiv ^lumevs^ 
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Ifaey are 6o«ng bwlfliesft in i^reat weilert, are infited to 
stR(^ unto ihfi Lord ; and, «b^n they are am^ng diM* 
aal islands, and in the ramoiest ends of the eartlb^ 
even from thence they must proclftim the praises of 
Jehoflrah.«*^There are m>nm aaildrs wbo belKive With 
prapriett ander tb« ley^ 'af ihmr fmnda at h«me, bui 
as soon at) Uiey go to sea, all lineir goe^iness and their 
pifitjT are teft behind ; aud, wben ti*ey vi^t f#ret^n 
ports^ instead -of glorify i^ig God amoUg iiie heathen^ 
tiveir ccnvdact is a reproach to tlieir osutfiiry and tbatf 
rttigion, and liimugh their wMckedness '* liie miine of 
GmI is bhti«phemed araon^ ifae i^ntiies." Beware, my 
8ea/«famfr friends, lest this shoi»td be the ease «ritll 
mmy mi y»ii. Never ne^ct yoar sabbaths, your biblei^ 
yoiu* prayers^ your sacred ano^s ; never desert th^ 
iraiTS of hiolineas ; hot stady^.erenin the snds of tha 
ettf til, to'jpraise the God d* aal'Vattmt, lead<in^ a life of 
{^*ty> ft)t<9ffrty, a4id temperance, is bot the Lovd^ 
vrb«iliyon>ar« invited to prtti»e and nerve, the Gdd ef 
thfe aehi as mneh oa 4Df the l<Hid ; the God sf l\h 
tllHde ^nh, as weH as of Britain i U he tiot present 
fn 'Greenland, abd olhfer ends <df tbe eatlh, as niue^ 
as in this town ? Awd do y^ wAt, m all quarters ^ 
the gkibe, 'be^ld hisglorv, and laste hisi'ich bounty ? 
Y*#^ opportanities for «irorship^inj^ God ai^e t^t^ 
tMkkh liiMited, ^hen yon are at sea, or in foreign 
fmtHi 5 but Te8dtt« that yoii will praise hini tinte Ihfe 
elt^s of the earth, ahd ^nake the shores of distant is- 
iMlds'aWd tei^tinents re-ek;h«^ ttie eh^erftil so;ig« ofZion.--- 
WHit a hfappy privilege « h, to enjoy the presence 
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of Ihe Lord at all times and in all places, and to have 
sweet commanion with him daily, as your God to 
Christ !->— Having endeavoured to illustrate the eT« 
hortation in the text, 

III. I proceed to offer yoa some directions of 
admonitions, that may serve, by the divine blessing, 
to assist and excite yoa in obeying it.— And, 

1. Consider that God himself here speaks to yoa, 
and that bespeaks to yoa for your c^ood.— -This blessed 
book is the word of the living God ; all that Isaiah 
and the other prophets wrote, they wrote by the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit; and, among other precious 
truths, he caused this kind address to seamen, the sea- 
men of the isles, to be written for their benefit in fo- 
ture ages. Some thousands of years have elapsed 
since it was penned ; yet it stands here for your good, 
and the good of other British seamen, for whose ben- 
efit it was doubtless intended. And who can tell, 
what good these words of Grod may do to yoar souls ? 
O that the thoughts of his glory and grace, and of bis 
kindness to seamen in particular, may draw your 
hearts towards him, that yon may rejoice to celebrate 
his praise, and live to his honour ! 

2. Consider that you have always good reason to 
praise him. — There are times when seamen are tempt-* 
ed to murmur at the ways of providence. When they 
are out of employment, or have reduced wages; wbeo 
they meet with severe losses or disappointments ; or 
when, in other respects, their hardships are more thai 
common ; they are apt to complain of their bard 
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lot. But^ my brethren^ whatever may be yoar trials 
and difficulties, you have always causes of gratitude to 
God ; and you most learn to praise him at all timet, 
as well as in all places. " I will sing of mercy and 
jadgnrient/^ says the psalmist:* and we should all bless 
God amidst judgments, as well as mercies. If your 
intended voyages succeed not to your wishes, think 
not that God is doing you injustice. Were strict just- 
ice done you, instead of receiving any blessing, you 
would be punished with everlasting destruction. If, 
therefore, you meet with adversity, bless God that 
your case is not worse ; and praise him especially for 
his glorious gospel, which supplies us with rich con- 
solations in times of trouble, and assures us, that all 
thin&;s work together for good to them that love Godii 
Happy are they who can sing the new songs of Zion 
even in the night of affliction. — To lead you to this 
happiness, 1 would say, 

3. Seek to be intimately acquainted with that 
blessed gospel, from whence our new songs are fur- 
nished. — All the delij;hlful themes of which we are to 
sing, are found in the sacred volume ; and if we know 
not its conteuts, how can we sing our gospel songs ? 
If you would know how to praise the Lord, read your 
bible. Let no one go to sea without this precious 
book ; and let it not lie neglected in your chest, but 
make it your daily companion. If it be duly improved^ 
you will find it your most trusty friend, your safest 
guide, your kindest comforter, and your ablest helper: 

* Psalm ci. 1. 
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H wUl give light H yoor eyes Joy to your hearta. aitd 
Btreogtb to your whole awiU.~l would therefore say 

farUber, 

4. Look to Go4 for grace to improve the gospel.— 
So bli«^ are oar niMferslandings, and so perverse oor 
hearts, throagh the influenee of wrruplioo, that we cail 
make UUlc progress in the alady of the script^irea, 
mHihipiit drvi«e illuminatiott ; aad o«r knowledge w» 
W of swiall service, if we have not grace to make a 
proper use of it. When yoo read the bible, then, look 
up to its divine Aothor for li^ht and life; that you mafy 
see Hs beauty, taste Us sweetness, and &»d it to be the 
power »f God unto your salvation. Blessed are they 
who are taught of God, and whose hearts are toned 
i^y his grace, to celebrate his praise. 

5. Beware of every thwg tlwt would unfit yoa for 
praising him.— Here 1 would caution you against aU 
sin, especially the sins that most easily beset yoa. 
Beware of profane swearing ; for there it nothing more 
inconsistent with praising God, than blaspheming his 
name, or cursing oar fellow-men. Remember wh?t 
the apostle James says, in speaking of the sins of the 
tongue : " It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poisoo. 
Therewith bless we God, even the Father ; and there- 
with curse we men, which are made after the simlHtade 
of God. Out of the same mouth proeeedeth blessing 
.and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so 
io be.'** What can be more incongruous, than to mx 
«ie language ol hell with the voice of devotion >— Be- 
ware of pride and vain-glory. If God crown your 

* James iii. 8 — 11* 
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voyage with success^ a» I hope he will, boast not of your 
own talents and coarage and perseverance; but give all 
th6*honour unto God^ on wtfosa blessifig your success 
depends. Those who delight in praising themselves 
cannot be iji a proper frame for praising God. — Beware 
of drunkenness ; that beastly sin, which degrades and 
ruins both soni and body. Through this odious vice, 
many a gallant ship has been lost, and many a precious 
soul has perished. If you would praise God, " be not 
drunk with wine, wherein is excess* but be filled with 
the Spirit."^— In short, let me caution you against all 
manner of iniquity, that you may glorify God by a holy 
life ; living soberly, righteously, and godly. 

Lastly. Consider the importance of making the most 
of your present opportunities.— To you, my dear sea- 
men^ every moment is precious. Ifou are going from 
hence on the face of the waters; and who cap tell what 
may befal you there ? Who knows whether you ma^ 
have another opportunity of hearing the word of God? 
In every year, many who leave this port never return : 
and that may be the case this year with som9 now bie- 
fore me. O that yon were wise, that you understood 
this, thajb you would consider your latter end ! 

And now, brethren^ I commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace. J commend you also to the carie 
of his holy providence. May the eye of Omniscience 
watch over you, and the hand of Omnipotence shield 
yoo ! May goodnjess and mercy attend you in this 
voyage, and follow you all the days of your life; and 
may we all dwell in the house of the Lord for ever, to 
8iog the songs that are aver new t 

DI> 



DISCOURSE !!• 

CHRIST THE SEAMAN'S PRIEND. 

MATTHEW VIII. 24, 25, 26. 

AND, BEHOLD, THERE AROSE A GREAT TEMPEST 15 
THE SEA, INSOMUCH THAT THE SHIP WAS COVERED 
WITH THE WAVES : BUT HE WAS ASLEEP. AND HtS 
DISCIPLES CAME TO HIM, AND AWOKE IflM, SAYING, 
LORD, SAVE US : WE PERISH. AND HE SAITH UNTO 
THEM, WHY ARE YE FEARFUL? O YE OF LITTLE 
faith! then he REBUKED THE WINDS AND THE 
SEA, AND THERE WAS A GREAT CALM. 

We have here a very memorable passage in the life 
of Christ. Not long after his sermon on the moant, iie 
was crossing the sea of Galilee with his disciples io a 
small vessel, and their voyage was attended with some 
remarkable circumstances. They had saikd bot a ititie 
way, when they had to encounter a mighty tempest 
that arose in the sea : their ship was tossed by the 
fierce winds, and lashed by the foaming waves, wfoich 
sometimes completefy covered it; so that, being nearly 
full of wat^r, it was in danger of foundering. In the 
mean time Christ was asleep, resting on a pillow in tbe 
hinder part of the ship, as Mark informs us ; and his 
sleep was so sound, that neither the winds nor the 
waves distarbed him; till the disciples^ who were in the 
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ntmost consternation, mwoke him with \heir loud criet^ 
^^>ing, "Lord save os : we perish/' Upon this \h% 
Savloar arose, not in agftation and alarm, but with a 
dignified composure of spirit ; and looking round him 
with all the majesty of the Son of God, he first reprov- 
ed his terrified disciples, saying, " Why are ye fearful? 
O ye of little faith !" and then, in a tone of divine 
aQthority, he rebuked the winds and the sea, saying, 
** Peace, be still." And now, wonderful to tell ! the 
elements instantly obeyed his voice ; the raging storm 
was bashed, the swelling billows subsided, " and there 
was a great calm." Such a display of almighty power 
coaLd not fail to make a strong impression on all the 
beholders; " The men marvelled, saying, What man- 
ner of msn is this, that even the winds and the sea 
obey him !" 

This narrative is interesting to every lover of our 
liord Jesus Christ ; but noost of all to those who go 
down to the sea in ships, and do business in great 
waters : and it is chiefly for the sake of seamen, and 
tbetr relations, . that I have selected these verses for 
my text on the present occasion. My brethren, God 
is teaching us, by the events of bis providence, the 
great uncertainty of our lives ; especially of the lives 
of seamen^ who are in jeopardy every hour. Instance 
after instance is occurring, to remind seamen that 
tbey walk' on the verge of eternity; and to remind 
^ibe relations of seamen, that they must humbly commit 
them to the disposal of a gracious God, and be ever 
ready to partwith them at bis calU Some very acting 
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wtrningr of this dmcripttoA h«ve kitly \mem g i w 
50a ; and in particolar, a most melandnftiy iuiton^a 
•f tbtpwreck has tak«n plnA, by ^bicb twn af mB 
friends and Mlow*worsbip()cr9k «itb oibera heiongiflf 
to tkuB town and neigbbourbood, were overwbolmoA 
togtiber in the waves. Tb4s mournftil dispenstklMlli 
With otber recent events of the same painful naftodti 
may well be expected to make a deep iiBpr^sMOA 0^ 
overy beart. I trasi tbat our deaf yoanf § nMm4$$ 
tbeiigb Kost to os« bnvc experteneed evcrksUag ffSHH 
and tbat tbe waves wbieb swept tbein awa^ froni Um 
worlds bave waAtd Uiens to tbe shores above. And 
may I net ako bope« tbat God bas designed 
awful calaitiilies for tbe good of sorvive»sf tbal 
may flee to Obrist as tbeir SaVioor^ and to tbe Lard 
as their God, for their eternal salvation ? ' May Owd 
bless the ebsehrations thai are now to be nuade, te 
eom^KiBg mourners, alarming the eeri4^8S^ nnd ni^ 
dttng all to prepare for eternity! And O that eelMMt 
In partkci4ar, to wb^m these warninf s are peealinc^ 
directed, may be- stirred op to seek everlastttig litii 
tbrough faith in Christ, the seaman^s friend ! ' * 

There are several preeious truths in my Xm^t, mleir* 
tsting to as ail, especially to seamen and their relatrKMi 
wbt>se attention L woeld earnestly invHe to the Mio^sift 
ing propositions eontaitted in this passagre. May ibe 
Bpirit of God impress them on your hearts ! 

I. Seamen are exposed to tbe mosinwM dang< 
This is a truth so weH known to yoo,tliat f 
fiercely slop to i4l«strate44. We b«ive a Uvely dcamp- 
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lioii of the perils of the tea ia these wcU kflowM words 
Wr .tb« psaJfliisI : *f He CMnflModeth, and mMiih Ui^ 
uiormy mnd, which liAeth ap the waves. Thsy (tli% 
seainen) iVMant op to the heaven, thay go down agaia ft« 
Ae- <ltptlis ; their sool is melted beoaoHe ol traablei 
VliaT reel ta and fra, and sUf^ger like a droaikeii man; 
tind are at their wii'» end/** 8aeh was now tbefngliitfiii 
aitoatton of the disciples : *' Bebokl there arose a great 
tempest ifi the sea, insomuch Hiat the sliip waa covered 
with tlie waves \*' and the dkciptea hi^aa to laok apail 
ifcf€'«naelves as dead men, i>eady to perish in the deep. 
Awful are the dangers whish seamen have to facew 
T^Cfir case is leurfid in th« extreme, when tlie Amoua 
winds attack them from above, and the rogifig hittows 
fn^ui Mow, as if tlis elements were contending which 
oa«kl desUoy Ihoui first ; whije their frail bark is teased 
a%owt on Ihe a^is^ty o«ean, or driven towarda a ht 
aHorac especially when, as in the case of the dlseiplca^ 
ilie berrora of tl^ tempest are increased by the dark^ 
li«a8 of the night. Ak ! my friends, nhan we lie aaMy 
ifg ««r beds, ev sit comfortahiy by enr irc^sides in a 
tflormy night, w« tittle know the satfering*s and perte 
tff poor maFinfrs, amidst howttn;^ tempests, dashing 
bittowa, liid«cms rocks, and treaclierous shaals. An4 
^bf:n we think in huw many inslafiees sach dangera 
firove ftflaf, as they did to onr dear departed fri«iyd8> 
-we need not wonder if the tr€m4>ling suflferers ery 
•t»t, in Uie midst of their terrors, <* Lord, save tis ; we 
t/^^^Btlt I observe, 

* Psahii cvii. 18*— SV. 
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II. Christ g«6S to sea with his disciples, and is, 
present in all their perils.— 1 1 was the safety of tbel 
apostles at this time, as at other times, that Christ «st* 
with them: and on a future occasion, when he did' 
not embark with them, they still found him at handtn' 
help them : for, in the hour of danger, he came fo 
them walking on the waters, and the moment he caoie! 
•n board, the storm ceased.* 

Here is a rich source of comfort for all godly seamem . 
wherefer they go, they have Christ with them. Jesss 
still goes to sea with all his real disciples: and to what* 
ever part of the globe they may have to bend their 
course, whatever seas they may cross, he is ever* near 
them, ever with them, attending them in all their dan- 
gers and hardships ; and when no earthly friend can 
bring them relief, he is present to aid and comfort them. 
What a blessed privilege is this, my dear seamen, to 
have Christ himself at sea with you ! If you belong to 
Christ, he will "go with you in all your voyages, he will 
accompany you in all your perils. You have not Christ 
in the ship with you in respect of his bodily preseniDe, 
as the disciples had, for the heavens must contain him 
until the times of the restitution of all things; yet he it 
with you really, and powerfully, and graciously ; ae« 
cording to his kind promise, made when he was pult 
going tu ascend to heaven, " Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.^'f 

Here too is a source of consolation for you, my 
christian friends, who have relations that go to SM. 
♦ Matthew xW. 22-^. f Matthew xxviii. 20. 
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Your dear relations go far from yoq, and are long out 
of your sight ; but be of good ciieer, they cannot for 
a i|)ufnent be out of Jesus' sight. When they need> 
Vut cannot obtain, your company and your friendly 
^idj Christ is ever near them ; and his presence, his 
belp« and his ^weet consolations, will more than com- 
pensate for the want of yours. Nay more, if death 
should overtake them, eitiief by disease or by accident^ 
\a some distant part of the earth or of the sea, where 
yiMi cannot attend them in .their last moments, nor 
Itave any opportunity of closing their eyes ; let this 
refresh you amidst your bitter sorrows, that our<i^ind 
Redeemer is present with all his dying friends, to cheer 
theoi in crossing the floods of death, and land them 
s,afe in his heavenly kingdom. "Precious iri the sight 
of the Lord is the death of bis saints/' — Yet, 

III. There are times when Christ, for wise and 
gracious ends, seems to take no notice of the dangers 
of his popple.— While the disciples were seized with 
the most alarming terrors, and appeared to be on the 
b^ink. o( destruction, Jesus was fast asleep ; ** he was 
in t4><; hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow ;" as 
is elsewhere stated;^ like one who felt no interest in the 
fate of*tbQ apostles. It was not surprising that Christ 
shpuld fall aslef^p, for it ivas now the nigh^ season, 
and he h&d had a Tatigjoing day ; but it was strange 
.that he should sleep in such a storm, as if he had no 
regard, for his personal safety, nor for the lives of his 
diaciples. They criecj out to him in their alarm, "Mas- 
ter, carest thou not that we perish I* It seemed as 

« Mark iv* 36» 
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If be took n« nolice of their atvfol «itofttt«ii, siul M 
■ot eare whether th^j ibovld mnk or swim : at keei^ 
bifl oondact appeared very sinf^uter and m3ratcfrioiit. 

And aach, mj friends, ia ih^ manner in irhUk 
Cbrial acta towarda hia people on variooM ooeastona^ 
Often doea be hide hie face from them, and eeem H 
turn a deaf ear to their aopplidaiiona, like <me aaleepi 
and they eall opon him with earnest criea, sayln^i 
** Awake, why aleepeat Ibon, O Lord ? Arise (&r oatf 
beYp/'*-^Bot think yon, that he ean ever be uncwiA 
eerned about the state of his people ? No, my bretbreai 
it isimpnssibte. Christ was very far from b^iiig nf^ 
gardless of the dangers of his disciples ; but he slept 
in the storm, to try their faith, to make tbem »oft 
earnest in prayer, and to fender fheir deli^rance men 
surprising and more joyful. In like manner, it is k/t 
Wise and gracioos pOrpeiies, that be sometimes hiiks 
bis face from otbere of his people, amidst sore triable 
or imminent dangers. He knows best^hat ia for hfl 
own glory and odr good; whether life dr death, wbettMr 
deliverance or disappoiwtment ; and therefore, thoti|% 
Itis ivays should be dark and mysterious, andbesbN»ald 
seeM to sleep^ amidst the siormjr troubtes^that ^vettake 
Its, let us not fancy that he doeo^ net eane fbr ns, %ni 
leate it to himself to hear and t6 ansurertfs, at bis eiHi 
time, and in bis own way.— —Hence I observe, 

lY. In the hoiir of dtfOg^ Hire should t»etatte <n«f- 
selves to the Lord in eai^nest prayer.«-^lli1s wa»4lA 
-resotiree of tlie disciples m their fireaent extreaslly^ 
tbey awoke their div'me Master «iib lo«d eriea>4Myjkif , 

* Psalai kMv. d3; 26. 
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'^imrdl^ save im : «• pariah/' Clirist's iMiitf aalMp 
•caiv d, as it wms intended, to render tbem m«r« earn*- 
eat ia erying to bim far delireraace. If tbe Lord ap- 
pear ta wtihdnrw hinaelf> let not tbit discourage aa 
fcam appraaobiiig hit tbront of grace, bui rat bar oilJta 
oar aopplications tbe mora ffcvelit* 

Tkm, my brefebren, ia your bast relief in times of 
daiigar. Go to tbe ibrona af grace, aod bumbly img. 
Ih#i divine pffotectian. \Tbat a merpy 'i$ it, tbat Cbriat 
ia;«var near, to hear and to bhm yo«$ tb^t be i$ migbty 
UkMAve, and liiU of compaaaion 1 He can save yon froMi 
parishing in tba waters, 4f your deliverance coaaiat 
mkh Ibe parp oaaa of bia glory and grace ; aad, if not, 
b« cmm save your preetoaa aouls frooa everlasting per<« 
dHUm* And,.0 tbat >au were as aensible of tbepAriia 
tbpjt tbreaten your seals, as of ttioae wfaicb endanger 
yo«r bodies] if yon are living in unbelief and isia, youji 
sank aree^poaed to dangers far more aJarming Uian 
ihd9B.e£ tbe aca; a»d.«ere yon awakened to ae^ yxiun 
dsusMd. stale, ta aee tbe dreadful storoos of wratb jlliat 
atft^ready to ovi^w4ieim you for ever, you woald flea 
ta Cbriat far deltversnee, cry4ng out, like tba discipiea, 
'* hoffdy save us ; we pariab.'' O think, bow jnnclfc 
i»are important is ilie aal^ion of the aoal, tban tbataf 
the 4>ody ; and wbile yea are aolkiiona for ibe one*, 
beware of negtaeting tlie otbar ! Pray not 4>nly lar 
Imvporal mereitea, bulforibose wbiob are spiritual a«d 
elemal: iMpray m ibe aeaaan of bealth and saiifiy, 
aa wefH aa ki ibe boar af alarni. i/ you ti;ast in €b«iat 
far IheiMthNitton-of your aMila^ and $oa»e ^kttly 4a tbe 
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Uirone' of gtmee for spiritual bleMitig% yoa t^Ul be 
encourtgftd to tpproacb U boldly ia tke greatest <la»» 
gert ; nay, you will feel a bleaaed asKaeance, ihai if 
yoar bodies should siak ia the «aveb, your souls abaH 
land safely on Ibe beavenly sbores.*— To encourage 
you in prayer, £ remark further, 

V. The winds aod the wavies are wlioUy under 
Ibe control of Christ.— -When Christ bad reproved bis 
trembling disciples^ he turned round and rebuked ^ 
wiads and the aea; saying to them in a cunmuindiiig 
lone, *' Ptfaee, be stilL" And lo ! at the voice of fais 
rebuke, tlie l^oisterous wiqds were instantly fitiiM> a^d 
Ibe raging waves shrunk down to their wonted lexel, 
as if terrified at his mandate, and unable to abi4^ .biii 
frown. So instantaneous was the efl^et, so qi^eklj 
did ibe fierce tempest give way to a great caJfn* Ibat 
Ibe disciples were fillcrd with astonishment andtnwe: 
"The inen marvelled, aayinsr. What, manner, of .f^a^ 
is this, that even the winds and the aefi obey Kipki" 

My dear seamen, here is another enc(>iyafc<^mil 
far you, amidst the perils of a sea-faring life. J/fffps 
.whom you Are called to receive a^ your. Saviour^ lyts 
ibe entire command of the elemeixts : all tbingft are^t 
under his feet; and he is Lord of tbe sea, and of fcj^e 
dry land. The loud winds cannot blnw, r^or the Uw^^ 
lug billows swell, but by his permiasioo ai^d direction; 
and when tliey have risen to their greatest pitch of 
fury, he can stiU them iu a moment. A(l their, rage 
and violence, all their dreadful eiPfvcts, are under ||is 
oouUgl« and tb^y can do nothiog bu^t^ whfit, he 9^^if* 
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atid comniMids'tbem. They ctnnot ttiik ^'oVt'lliey 
citifiot hori yoB, till he glvet litem orders to tlitl ef- 
fect. We are wont to say, thai yoa are at the merej 
of the winds and waves; but H is not so; yon are never 
in tbetr power for a sini^le moment ; you are wholly 
at the disposal of Christ, whose aenrants they are, and 
wh^me orders they implicitly obey. 
. This consideration may not only operate aa an 
encouragement to aeamen, but serve also to comibrt 
•their relations, amidat the anieietiea whieh they feel on 
their account. You that have a part of yoor family at 
sea, be not iiistorbed on their account, as if Ihey were 
abandoned to the rage of the dements: they are all in 
ilie hands of Christ, and you may safely entrust Ihem 
to his care ; for the winds and waves are wholly at hh 
call, and can do nothing without bia orders. 

This too may famish consolation to you, my son 
rotrfut friends; whose hearts are distrened for the loss 
of dear relations, who have sunk among the waven. 
ft was not the voice of the tempest that called them 
heiite, but the voice of Him irho rules the tempest ; 
it was not the rage of the aea that prevailed against 
tbein, but the'will of Him whom the sea obeys ; it was 
not by chance that you were so soon and so sud- 
denly bereaved of them, but by the sovereign com- 
mand of the Lord, who removes us and ours into the 
world of spirits, at what time, and in what way, heaeea 
beat. Fret not then at these motirnfol dispensatlont : 
they are ordered by Him who does all things well. The 
winds and waives adbmitted withtfat a iMrrmur ; and 
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trtM y«a be HMra rtfractory ibtn Ikef I Ut iwy*^ 
-jronr iomoltoMit tfaoogliK your Iroubltd ifMu, $m^kit 
Mid to them, <' Peace ; be ffUtf. Be slill, md kM* 
ibel I en Ood : I viU be exelled smeng Ibeeialimn, 
I will be exalted m tbe earth. Umnhle yoonelvM^ 
iherefore, under the mighty hand of God, that lM«iif 
exalt yoa in dae time.''^ Hie ways ave eft*n <Uak 
and wyalerioiKi; hot they are all wise and holy; nay, 
Ihey aee ail gfoed and meecifial, toibem the* love kkm» 
and trnat in bk «ame.Mii^8 an additbiial mioo n i n g» 
tnent» I preeeed to remark* 

VI. Were ear faith aafioiently ttimmv M ahunW 
m>i be alarmed in the grealeat danger 9ii-40hral. mi- 
haked the feam of thie apoeike, belbre be qaeiled 4he 
jMn#iii and the vavea : " Why are ye feafifiti ^ O j0 0Bf 
little faith ?'* It ime lawing to the weakneaa nl- tkm 
iaiUii Iha^t they feli $wih terror: hard thf^y <rmJy 4raftied 
in Chriat as th^ diWne 8«vioqr> who is Lord itiikt 
wM» anditheeea, tiiey might liame Iqehed <nndiMMiy«d 
i»n ell the dangers with wbkh they wese enrroMidstf. 
ilad Uhey <foUy beKe¥ed in the power and igraoeitifthhir 
iMoAt AOd oottsidefed itbnt. he himself was :in Mm aU|p 
.withtbem» tlvey need 'oot hnve been dieeoqipoiied |4hr 
4»e wasJKlth abh; and wiUiing t^ ymrd eff^ery^ealamt^ 
•attd it was tmpoestble that the ebip^ q^uMeink nnlfc 
•CSirist on hoard. 

. In 'lijbe manner, if our fsilh wena Mmn^ nctiang 
jconU greatly alarm us t a hfllieyi»g view of llie pm 
nri$e$ of God* and of th« fH-esetuce aed all*n^kie«i]r 
urfC)^iabea%btbaniihet)f^y<mr.. J/ the l4eid .tetn 

» Psalm xlri. 10. 1 Peter t. 6. 
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mm aUk, ire may bokUy mj, m the words of Ike pr»^ 
fkU, '* Sebeld^ GoH i» «iy wivation ; X will Irnet^ iwd 
Mi be i^raid/'* What hate we te foar ? The great* 
ml daAgtfs that ean meet nf, wbelber Arialng fram 
McidenU, from the rage of the elemeaU^ from the fiirjr 
oi. wioked men, or the malice of devils, oan do aothiag 
ifft 08 tet what oor kiad redeeming God pleaaea ; and 
Iberefflo^ it ia certain, tlwit th«y will do na oo reat 
hmm ; for '' we know that aU tbinga work together 
Ibr good to them that love God ;''t and be will soAer 
nothing to befal aa, bat what be will render eonda^fa 
tk»Mir hapfineaa. 

l^rn then, my brethft n, to live by tbe faith ^af 
iJie Son of God ; and this will enable yon to face the 
gr^test perils with andaunled reaolotion. Faith kh- 
vigorates, anooblcs, and exalts the mind, raising it 
#fco?e t|he fear of losses and disappointments, of pain 
ja^d^eatb; aad; when oat «ky isovsreast with blaek 
904 lowering cloads, the keen eye of faitb can pteree 
Ibt aw c h the gloom, and diaoem the beams oli the Son 
id 'f9i|hteo«8Beaa ahining en the further aide, ready to 
;^af k ithfeogb aad rsfresh the mAjI. Away with anbe^ 
^ytng appreheqsioAa. If Christ be yours, you ean^ 
aio^ a»ff«^, except when saieriiig w»H be a bleasmg lo 
jr««i : yen eanaot lose, except when loss vHI he yonr 
greatest gain : yon cannot be disappointed, except 
• wiisi i disappointment i^ for yoar real interest; yon 
iNm not die, except at God's time aad in God'a way, 
vbif h anust be the best ; and death, when it comes, 
M'4k ll^t tneet yoa as an enemy, ^t as a kind frteod, 
* Isaiah xii. 2. f UmBakis viii. 28. 
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tointlrodoee yon into the mansions of glory and joy. 
** What shall we then say to these things ? If God be 
for OS, who can be ai^ainat os ^ Who shall separate os 
from the love of Christ ?" Neither dangers, wir acci- 
dents, nor shipwreck, nor deaths can ever tear os freaa 
the Saviour's love.* 

And yon also, my weeping friends, who are moom- 
ing ibr the loss of dear relations, seek to cherish 
a lively faith in the God of salvation, in the kind aym* 
pathizing Redeemer, who is touched with a feeling of 
our infirmities; and this faith will support your droop* 
ing spirits, and sooth the anguish of your hearts. The 
eye of faith, directed to the Saviour, will see, that, 
while he smites, he loves ; while he frowns, he is gra- 
cious ; and, white he snatches from us our sweeteA 
earthly joys, it is to give us more full, more exqaisile, 
more solid joys, in himself as our portion. The mrma 
of faith will ding to a redeeming God, amidst his se- 
verest strokes ; and^ when bereft of every friend bat 
himself, the believing soul will say, "Though he slay 
me, yet will 1 trust in him.'' O that this strong faith 
mtiy support you under your load of grief ! And in 
this faith work by love to his name ; that yoor #' 
may be subdued into a calm acquiescence in the vnti 
of God, that your whole affections may be drawn 
around him as their centre, and all yk)ur sorrows be 
swaUuwed up in love to himself ! Then will yon be 
able to sa}, " Whom have 1 in heaven but thee ? aad 
there is none upon earth that 1 desire besides thee. 
My fiesh arid my heart faileth;" my kindred anci 

♦ Romans viii. 31—39. 
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die ; " but God U Ibe strength of iny heart, and my 
portiou lor ever."* 

And now^ my hearers^ yon perceive on the whole, 
from this subject, that Christ is the seaman's Friend* 
O that every seaman. present, may receive him, and 
trust in him, as his Friend, and his Redeemer ! My 
dear brethren, how can you think of going to sea, 
without beintc at friendship with Jesus, whose sove- 
reign sway extends over every part of the ocean, and 
whose favour and presence alone can make you happy 
in all }our voyages ? If yon are strangers to this gra- 
cious Saviour, O resolve to be so no (onger T Live not 
another day in unbelief and sin ; no more neglect the 
great salvation. Has not this generous Redeemer 
come down from heaven to earth, to accomplish oar 
deliverance? Has he not, for our sakes, passed through 
aras of trouble and anguish, bearing the load of onr 
guilty suffering as an atoning sacrifice for our stnsf 
Is he not kindly inviting us to receive his salvation, 
^f the gift of Iree grace ? Is he not encouraging sea- 
man in particular, to come to him as their Friend and 
Saviour ? Wbji, then, would you treat him with 
contcijript ? W4iy break his laws, disregard his gracioua 
words, grieve his Spirit, and spurn at his astoi\ishiag 
love ? Sailors are often commended as men of generous 
hearts; and think, O, my brethren, how ungenerous it 
would be, to requite all the love of this kind Saviour with 
base ingratitude ! Surely,. if you have a spark of true 
generosity in your breast, ye will vex him no moie ; 

« Fsahn Ixxili. 25^ 26. 
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bol be neHwl into contritioil/ warmed with graUtnde, 
and drawn to him by the power of his love. 

To young seamen I might especially address my<« 
self on this occaskin ; for our dear departed frieads 
have gene in their early years ^* but, having so lately 
ipokea to young seamea, on a like melancholy oec^ 
aioii^t I *^^' merely remind yon, my young frieifed%; 
of iha. vast imporiance of seeking ChrisI b^MmeSc 
When I think bow many youths wha hare received 
inatnyotien within these walls^ have been cat off ia 
thajf bbom> haw can I forbear to urge and entreat 
yan to came. to JesaSi, for your eternal salvation? Thia 
gtaciova Saviour, who 'w the Friend of seamen^ h 
partioabrly kind to the young: '^I love them thnt l«va 
mfh'^ he says, ''and those that seek me early ahaU^ioA 
mew^'t O seek him without delay ! Yon cannot be aMc;, 
yon cmiiot be happy* tili yau receive Chriai aa yoaf 
Sarianr, and the Lard as your God ; and as yoal^nair 
ilot how aoon yaur ^opportqnitias may be ev^, not a 
dny abotild be last. "dehoM, now is the aeofj^Ud 
time ; behold, now is the day of salvation.'^ ...^ 

God grant that you may all beaten to the Savf«y«t. 
^ sinners, Ihat yotf may be filled with joy and peaca 
in beltaving ! — To him be glory, now and for «f^^ 
Attien. 

♦ Mr. Trueman was only 26 years of age, and Wr. Jackson 
had not coaifyMted bk 20th year. Seremf (^ tbeir IbHow^sopfif^ 
ore were also ver^ young, f See a Sermon by the Autboi^ 
entitled t^HE Death of a youkg SeamaK bbwailbd AMU 
ntraovfia. :( PioveilM tili. 17.. 



PRAYERS TO BE USED AT SEA. 



1; A PRATER AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF A YOYAOB. 

O thoa glorioat God, who bast made the sea and 
Ihe dry land, and whose kingdom ruleth over all ! Tboa 
bast created us, and hitberio upheld as ; and many are 
the favoors which we have received from thy bountifal 
baftd. And now, O Lord, while we are leavings these 
ihores, and laonching forth into the deep, we humbly 
somfntt ourselves to thy gracious care. Tbou knowest, 
bbai we are unworthy of the least of thy mercies ; for 
96 have sinned against thee times without number,; 
md'have oft abused thy richest benefits :.yel, O thou 
Gro^ of salvation ! we would beg thy blessing on our 
n tended voyage, for the sake of Jesus thy dear Son, 
n whom thou art well pleased. For his sake, blot out 
>ur tntquities, and shew us thy loving-kindness. We 
ire now removed from the company of our dearest 
riends and relations ; be thou our Friend, our Father, 
tnd eur God. O let thy presence attend us, in every 
tea, and on every shore ! May thy blessing rest also 
m those dear relations whom we have left beMlid. 
^bile we are far from them, be thou near them, In 
fTirich them with thy grace; and, if it be thy will, grant 
bat we may meet them again, in peace and comfort. 

^e commit unto thee, O God, the care of our 
onis, as well as of our bodies. Preserve us not only 
rom danger, but from sin; and when temptations 
4>rae in oar waj^ help us to resist them in the strength 

FF 
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of thy grace. that in every jplace^ and at ererf lime, 
we may. fear thy name^anct live a9 in thy 8ig:ht! Otbtjk 
each of as may earnestly seek thy gretSt sdTiitkfii; 
trusting in the merits of Ghriat's atonini^ bfood M ^ 
pardion of Our sinft, and nslyiK^ on the ricb^a of ^ 
gffaoe mamfested in bia cross 1 O Gbov k\md redeetnll^ 
G(hI ! unto thy mercy we deiii^e Uflee ^ auto* the* «<i 
betake oursetvea fbr refuge. Gforify thyaeif^n'Mr 
salvntion ; make Hi the monomviktr of thjf rtekr gra«K 
that we may praise thee for the ^dnders^ of tky Ibn;. 
both in time, and tforough etcirnity. Lord, we wdiM 
dedicate onrt^eKes unto thee^ we ^ouhi embark ia tM 
blessed voyage which toads to evortftSting tile. ObrMAt 
upon oor soots' the refre^ing galea of thy iiolySpirft! 
And now. Lord, we commend' o»rsehes to tliee, 
{knd to the word of thy grace. Th^u only ki9>wti)it, 
whether we shall again sec our natrve ahorea^ orf^elira 
no mo«e^ Bnt, O Father of meirciea ; we resign" oar- 
seWes mto thy hands ; &nd liambly beg thkt li^tfly 
be thine through life, thine aA d^th» andllMaji ht 
evermore. Hear these oor unworthy supp(k;ali«tii|iHd 
forgive, and accept us; for Jesos Cbritit's sakat^' AUt/nu 

2. A MORXIKG PRAYBE AT SEA. '** ' 

O Lord ! ' thou art a great God, Und a §tba^ Kittf 
above all gods. In thine hand are the deep placcs el 
the eaxth: the strength of the hilk is thhie^liM.' The 
sea is thine ^ for thoo madest it; and ^i«iae.'tnpds 
formed the dry laod^. The day is thine ; the uighdti^lM 
is thine : thou bast prepared the light and i)icMD(4UMl 
makest the. outgoings of thie naoriting and eveiiitt§|^:ta 
rejoice* Thy merd^ft^ are inew uftto us ef«t| tiltrvjisr 
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o»4liiteafb the «ighl; thai Ihoii bnal jprotecied bptll 
ikmae Vlio were atlrep, and Uiosf^ irlio were awake | 
a«nl ibBi we liave imI ran mla any fulfil liaager^, dqrii^g 
liie hoort of darkaeae. O thai we may Ibis day {iv^ 
onlo^ba Losd, llie Goil of our meirciea! Ala^ thy gracQ 
a* ^vam os^ Ibat o«ir baada ma^Aot commit iaiquity^ 
Uiat jap9 lips Qiay net uUer (Ninfeme ibiiigs^ and thai 
one. h9arta nuiQr not ckertib WM^bad piaiawina. For^iive, 
O.God, Aha .aina of Ihe paai oiihi and morning : for 
nlaa. I wa ate daily oflending tbee» Waab our aoala in 
ilie. bUiod.oC CBffial^4hie fountain apt nad for sin and for 
^naiManneaa. Few hi«isaka* jrnat us thy blessing ihia 
day* . Carry as. saftjy on in o«r course, if it be tby 
-HiUrX and . Hbaifival* difficulties and dai^gera may be 
iM^fB aa^ help as to meft Ibem atitb patience and for- 
4itJida^ w^.biuniUtyiajMl failh. May we be in the fear 
of the Lai^ all the da^ loagi living oontinually under 
jUlia*9aidat)ce of tby bidy arord, and spending each day 
JM i|,ft were our laat ; aa becomes those whose life la 
SQt fHHifimf'ifnm* And since thou art dady loading ua 
tmlb tby .haneSta, O anay wo daily grow in grace, and 
in ilie knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ I 
-.'X^ adioin heigiory now and for ever. Amen* 

. . 3. .fif BNINO FRAV^a AT SEA. 

O thou God of majesty and glory, who art exalteil 
.nhiaira'ail blessing and praiae I we thank thee, that wp 

:^ilie unworthy creatares, are permitted to approach 
..iiiJttUiEone, and are encouraged to send up our prayer 

E^lo tb^ from the face of the waters. Lord, when 
^iKft .^tODsidt^x tby wonders in the heaven above,^and 
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in the deep beneatk, we wtmj well cry ooi ia >at<wiMi- 
ment, *' What is man, that thoo art nindfol of hm ? 
and Ike aon of man, that thon visikeat bimt?'' We 
praise thee, O Lord God ! for thy condescendiag-ioiie, 
in opening tons a new and living way, by wbtth m 
may draw near unto thee. And now. Lord, we plea^, 
that, through the meriU and interceesion of o«r deer 
Redeemer, our prayer may come before tb««t#8 in- 
cenae, the lifting up of oar bands as the«veiiing sac- 
rifice. Pardon, we beseech thee, the many aina of the 
past day ; whether in thought, in word, or in a^ieO' 
Blot them all ont throagh Chrisrs atoning blood* Ac- 
cept, for his sake, our hnmble thanks for. ail the mec- 
cies of the day. We bless thee, that thou hast added 
another day to our life, and hast brought ns thos iar 
oil our voyage in safety. O take us this n^^bt uoder 
thy fatherly care. Thou art the Keeper of laraely wh4 
slumbercst not, nor sleepest : thine eye beholds m, in 
the darkness, as tmich^as in the light. We wooU 
therefore humbly trust in the shadow of thy v^iags. 
Shield us through the walchesof tlie night, a«ii|||caiiae 
13S to See thy Icivingt-kindness in the moraing^ And 
give us grace; O Lord, to live by faith in tby Soa : 
that when the night of death approaches, we maj- re- 
joice in hope of an f verlasting day: through Jeaus 
Christ. Amen. 

4. A PRAYER FOR THE MORNING OF THE LORD'S PAT. 

This Prater ma^ be used before llic public reading of the Scriji- 
tures, or of a Discourse; &. Ibe following Prayer may*be oSed a#ter. 

O God, the heavens declare thy glory, and the firM- 

ainent sheweth the work of thy hands: day onto d«^ 

utterelh speech, arid night unto night teaehdtb know- 
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ied^^ ooneensin^ ihet. All tby works prame tbiw^ ill 
e^pwy part of tlie aarih^ and of the ocean. At tby 
WHiiinand> the son goes forth to enlighten (he World $ 
bi^ Mttrning beams tinge the eloods^ and gleam upon 
tHe^Jirates.^ We Mess thee for his retorning light. Buti 
fjoniv we bftesa thee still more for the brighter light of 
ili« gospel; wbich displays thy glory wkh a richer lastrb. 
AH'^^ise be to thy name, that throogb thy tender 
m^TQj, the day-spring from on high bath vi^ted us; to 
gtV€ light to them that sit in darkness and the shadow 
of ^deaib^ and to guide our feet into tbo way of peae^. 
llircltiflfh thy rich grace to oor lost world, the Sun of 
r^rbt^usness hath arisen upon us, with healing imbia 
wtti^s. O may^iis refreshing beams, even the enliven- 
ing iiffluenc^es of his grace, shine into our hearts'; to 
g>}t% uft iWt light of the knowledge of the glory of <^d> 
-Iti^'tbe fhce of Jesos Christ; and to warm and cheer onr 
ao^ts with thy transc^^ndetkt love ! We bless thee for 
uptf^ing us onto another sabbath. O that, on this day of 
tte'r^sori-eotion of Christ, oor afieetions imiy rise Jto^- 
iMfttriSl^ttfae things above, where Christ sitteth on the 
rig^t hand of God! Thou seesi. Lord, that we are now 
IHr from thy honse of prayer: yet, glory be In thy name, 
we bfiive access to the throne of grace ; and possess tby 
'lll«6sed word, with other means of spiritual improvemettl. 
O help us to worship thee in spirit and in troth, in faith 
and love; and grant us sweet communion wRb thee, in all 
ofir devotions! Lord, be present with us this day, as well 
«• with ail thy worshipping assemblies on shorei and 
wrlth oor brethren, who, like os, are upon the (ace oftbo 
enters. The Lord bearMieprayoraof biapeoplettiiaday; 



ing tkA heftffto of bit rhiidicii, ^t^d imTmImg\m9mtm inm 
%bdfmi/\i «ia|«« lo if,%%e tbem bis fl^real talittlton. Wmh 
«•, GM, wiMi iipMMe oflby pmrdotttni^iovejaMl^mlh 
ttniio^rt of Uitr U«iy Grboat ; a^d Mty oilr wii«l« flMln 
oka^e onto Um«, Ikrough iakli is OJiriti ^m >r<pitoM| 
BaiecnMr. Bkai us all Uie day Uua^ ; l«i ua aat^pMr 
lane ttiy hol^ aaMeiib; but« avea whila na ara qayl agh 
ail in tliaiiecaaiary daty of ^heabipy may «wa tttsdUata 
«B Uiy iralba, aad lift up oar baai Ib aaAo Ibeabr-rllaajr 
thaac oar aappHeatiofiB frain beavta Iby dar«lliag«^ftcai 
and hrgi^, and acaapt na: aad imio Ib^e^ Iba inftailn, 
iliraa-Qiie Gad« ba ^aonal gWry and ftraisa. Awmm 

6. A PRAYER FOB THE BVBHIMO Of VBA LORB's DAY4 

O Xiord God, tbao art iba fotmUin of liviiig t«a4ar% 
4ba «aorca of every joy 1 Blewad i« iba a»ai^ wkmB 
llwa obooseat, and.caa^est to approach aato lbee» Ih^l 
iiemay dwell in tby paarU ; to ba saiiafiad y^'Uh. Mia 
i;oocba»8 of tby bouse, even oftb^ baljr>taiiiple>* Slaaa^ 
ad are tbay 'Wbo burrouad tby tbrane ao bigb |'>l{^iiil 
:tky glory, and ftaat an tby iovtr : and |»(a9aed i^MkHIP 
■tiiay sbo- bare (HMnaiuaian witb tiMa iri Ibiaarjot^i*' 
,BBnoca bebw« Lord, wq tlmak tbae» ibat tibctwifli ^ 
have aoi tbis d^ eojoyad tbe privilege nf wont hippi% 
.hi tby saactaafy, ne have btan albH»ad In aaaiaaflii 
ftaapproaditliy prcdtmoa.- let tby Waaaing kiUm 
tbeiraligioas rseraises in wbich no baaa ifaleaB angBfidl 
lietiby^vvard ba bid ki aur beatfta, that W^ Biay Ml 
•ain agaiasiitbea ; left it. d wall in tua.noMy ia aH Mil 
doni*: and'O aiay aac aoijda ba (Mi¥««(aU]F dfiyiih.%h 
^IMdaJea^aQ^Hri^; Ibaiwe jiiuiy.||hiry«ii:UMl p^m^f^i 



bmefimfifd artM> tlic KertdS LwdiHWtf^! tfa^e d ft i c tMil 
UvMBing: aU€»4 Ihe dispeawiiioiir ofi Ihiae QMJkwtccil 
Umdaywi* aH pacta «f Uiji c1iii«cib9 auA 9 Ibti Ihg^ 
||ajgfNtt«ity 8pk'«wl throtigli tbe w«iMt^^>c»iigliUD.UMi 
dtttlten^naiJAiis^ liU every sfawe^ mm! e^cffy ftra^te 

ftlkd wHk tfay glM^-^BlesMd Km thy nm^ ibMaUUi* 

^tffi# '9imk w<'h«v0 commiUed : for al«9 I w« do. Q«i 
k«ep our sabbatbs as we oofbt. Q flte^a «» iefc aH 
etendal salibtilh'! Mftyib^ geediwtsi andtn/O^y follov 
»»>«M tbeyayt 0^ ear life, awA anagr mi diw^ in^e 
bB«M ef ibe liord far ev^n Ante n. 

6^ A prattea im 4 fiiToaif* 
. O Croil of our aatfalierii, wb0 tut Ite adafidancaref 
liiriheanda of tibeteaHb, and of* Ibatit Ibat aae>a6i»v4ff 
'ifptati ib« sea I uaIo thee w« Aee fdr veCdge in Ibe betfr 
(if^ datigcn Wa see tby dreadfal majesty ; aw faal^ thm 
prebaviwe* 0( tbi^e almlf b4y bartd& and ^ka kncmtl^ 
Uto^^o^er tff MHUe; aager ?- O I«oitl, aw «leaarv6 ta»aiii>k 
M^HfUie btlliowa of tbyf wratb : but bava mere^ upan 
oa^^God^ according to^tby lotiRg^kindnesa; andtbiat 
'.out all our siiijs, for tbe sake of J«siis, our glorioaa 
^axv^ati Q look de«wn apon as witb aa eya 9i ooaIt 
passioD ! Let not thy wraib dsTonr as». If it please 
thee, O Lord, let not tbe wavea overwbeliiL us ; abate 
-ttu» fony of -the tempest; and bless the raeans whicb ira 
j$6e for our preservation : that in thy goodnesa-we may 
l^aacb our deaired ba»en,,and again see oar dear kiniK' 
fei, ^d tliy hoosa of prater. Ye^O oar God ! va^ 
-woiililrejiig|n,oaraaiye3 totby saveraign w'M >;,and« if 
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Iboo batt sent this storin to fall vt hence* prepare os 
lor appearing In thy pretence ! Let at not sink in the 
gulf of wo ; hot may oar aooU land aafe on the shoret 
above, to praise and enjoy thee for ever ! O inlinite 
Jdiovah, we commit anto thee oar souls, one. bodies, 
oar relations, oar all ! Inspire as with faiih and cour- 
age in this hoar of trml : and if ft please thee to save 
as from this imminent danger, let our whole lives be 
devoted onto thee. Hear os in thy rich ci^mpassion, 
lor Jesas Christ's sake. • Amen. • - f 

7. THANKSSIVI^O JiVTMlL A STORlff. ' 

O Lord of hosts, ;thott art the Ood that (toekt ^von- 
ders! Thou rulest in the 'raging of the sea ; and when 
the waves thereof arise; thou stillest tbem» Thy voice 
can quell the fory of the elements, andioabn the tf«^a- 
l)led ocean. We bless thee, O then Ood ofoor mercies, 
that thou hast saved us from death; and ^bat the proad 
waters, which threatened os with instant destruction, 
have not been sobered to overwhelm us ! Wtmt shall 
we render unto the liOrd, ^for all his bifhefihi io mtM 
us ? How shall we express our gratitude ^^^* 
signal deliverance ? Bless the Lord, oqr ^oo^Mpd 
all that is within os. Mess his holy name. O thoo^liibr- 
ciful God ! we would dedicate iin to thee iKkt'tflflS which 
thou hast savtd. Let the'thohghts of'lkis s'racioaa 
interpositio'n, remind us of ihe wonders of fecmtning 
love, and make us more earnest in seeking tbiMr^lva- 
tion which is in Christ, whirh is heavenly «hd eternaL 
O shed abroad thy love in our hearts, and fili^bh vltlth 
joy and peace in tleli^vliilg ; t^at w^ ma;^>^6ie to the 
praise of thy felory : throogh^Jesus Christ ! Amen^ 



HYMNS FOR SEAMEN. 



/' 



1. God'i Wonderi m the Deep. Watts. 

t. Wonld yoQ behold the works of God, 
Hit wonders in the world abroad. 
Go with the inarinersy and trace 
The unknown regions of the seas. 

2., Thev leave their native shores behind. 
And seiie the favour of the wind ; 
Till God commands, and tempests rise. 
Thai heave the ocean to the skies. 

3. Now to the heavens they meant amain. 
Now sink to dreadfol deeps again ; 
What strange affrights yoang sailors feet. 
And like a staggering drunkard reel i 

4* When land is far, and death is nigh. 
Lost to all hope, to God they cry : 
His mercy hears their loud address. 
And sends salvation in distress. 

5. He bids the winds their wrath assuage. 
The furious waves forget their rage ; 
'Tia calm : and sailors smile to see 

ft The haven where they wish'd to be* 

& O may the sons of men record 

The wondrous goodness of the Lord ! 
Lei them their grateful offerings bring. 
And i^. his church his glory sing. 

2. Sqfytn in GqdU Protection^, AosisoN. 

!• How are thy servants bless'd, O Lord, 
How sore is their defence ! 
Eternal wisdom is their guide. 
Their help Omnipotence* 

% When by the dreadful tempest bofne. 
High on the bfoken wave. 
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They know Hwn art not idow U hmt, 
' Ndr hilpoWt to iaiT^. 

3. The storm is ]m^, Itie winds retire. 
Obedient to thy will; 
Ttie sea th'ilt roars at iny cbnimand. 
At litt tHitifVi^ri M itHI; 




5. Oqi^ nfe, while iKoa pr'eWrV^st thai lire. 
Thy Sacrifice sfiall be I 
And death, when death shall be our lot, 
' 8h&lt j6ih bii^ sbdft k<V Vk^. ' 

9, God^s tioihtnton over 'the Sea, ' Wl¥ti : aUt^^d* 

1 • 0<fd . of jth^e seafc, ib y t hund'rin^ vaiise 
Makes all the roaring waves rejoice ! 
At^d "(iVife ^h WoW of Av cimdhd 
Can ^uk iheri^ ^ifenl m'th^ ^itd. 

2. If liut a Moses wav^ thy rod» , 
The sea divicles and owns iU God; 
Th'^ BXtiMy floods thfelf ftlkktr kVkfe#. 
And let hi^ dhosen artAiWs Arouf^.. 

S. The scaly Aocks amicTsiitie'sea, 
To IKiee, Iheir lirr^.'a Iribiite pay ; 
The smM1\est mh Yh^'^Wihili tt^ flb^« 
LWp^ 'up, ahd itii^ik k pmne to XxbiK 

4. The largest Vrfolisl^rs 6f the di*ej6. 
On thy eo^ltiati^ir a'itend&i^di! K^e^; 
By thy '^rntif^tdh sp^i^ ihff |^^, 
And icktoVe alo^lg: their foantog way* 

5. If God hib roiite ^f temf^st rettrt. 
Leviathan lies fititt 'a«(d fear^ t 
Anon he liftb Mi ndtttrfl^ %^g;h« 
And spouts t|i^ ocean t» ibe sky. 

6. How is thj .gkrioob p6w1r adorM, . 
Amidst these wat'ry, nations. Lord I 



Then l^t not men whoirace the seat. 
Reioiie to sing lueir lyiak^r s ppi|3f • 

7. Let t>e|i),ir|)i|f ofi tfi^ 0^ ^j^y.^^. 

Adore tb^.|)^()44#^ <Hfffl<)^l4^^^ • 
And, while SQch miraclea they see. ..^ 

O let them tupe a song to thfee ! 

1. Great Rnler ofjaU fi«A«lf^'^ AlMie> , 

We hear thf prffth lO^^jr^ry^t^riif^; 
Fpr fit ^1^ wiii||9 ye J^i^p, ^ 

2. Wide as thpy ^pfp ^^f sf^p^ipg way. 

They work thy sovereign will ; 
And, aw'd by tky majesi^ voice,' 
(Donfosioo shall slapil AtiU. . i 

3. Tby meray teynpers every blast. 

To Ibem tb*l seek Ihy hci ; 
And min^lep with>Miele(nptsl^ rMir 

4. Thoge gentle )»JMtp6V» Ut nm b/Civr> 

Till ^ tbif AmomU cei^e ; 
And g^lcis •f iwkmdm Ab»U Ml 
My we^ry soql to peace. 

0» The SeamafiU Prayer* 
Composed for this W9rk, by M. E. 1$., a Wb^by La^y. 

1. Alnjidjt^' ^94, ,wjip r.urstthe sgai^, ^ 

Whose WQr,a tl^e mn^ds q^^y ^ 
,0 fill o,ur Ji^arts wjlh h,ope and pea^c^« 
A^tid gaide us pn oMr way f 

2. 0«f ^,?nch^n|^ fqrlh into tl^e deep, . 

Our h«art.s yte Vifl io th^e^ 
That thou in safety may'st us keep^ 
' And our Protector be. 

3. When threa^fplog Umpests shake our bark. 

And dangers fierce draw ni^,* 
Still on thy providence, thon^'Airk, 
AssisI OS to rely. 



4. Lord* p«t tiij fnr vitiua oar hctii, 

TkMl we, m Umc aeeare, 
M «j nerer finuB th j lavs defmr^ 
Bat keep thy preeepU sore. 

5. By frilh, to Jesas «Niy we go, 

la everj tune of aeed ; 
Aad wfaea oppressed wilh^sio mod wo. 
His BMrits aisy we pleed. 

^ Tliiis^ till the stomui of llffe are past, 
^ay we 00 tbee depend: ' ^ 

PrsTe tbee oor SsTtonr to tbe last. 
And OUT eternal FHend ! 

1. At Anchor laid, remote Orooi lioiae, 
Toiliilg, 1 ery, Swoe^^^ril^^oaM ! 
Celestial breeze, no longej stay, 

Bot swell my sails, and spe^ my way! 

2. Fain woold I Bioant» frin would I glow. 

And loose my calUe from^below:- 

But I can only spread my sail; 

Thou, THOU mnst breathe tb' au^iciobs galr. 

7. Th£ Lord mU ^proMe, — SoHed to Lect !▼. Cowrsi. 

1. The saints should never' be dismay'd 

^ Nor sink in hopeless fear ; x 

For when they least expect his aid. 
The SaT^otfr will appean ' 

2. This Abra'm foiind, .he rais'd the ktife^ 

God saw, and said, *' Forbear ! 
Yon ram sfiall yield his meaner life ; 
Behold the vicli Ai there.'' 

3. When Jonah sunk beneath the ?vave. 

He thodgbt to rise no more ;.. 
But God prepared a fish to save, 
^ And bear him to the shore. 

4. Blest proofs of pover and grace divine, 

That meet ns in his word ! 
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May ev^ry deep46ll etre of mioe 
Be trusted vith th« Lord. 

6. Wait Ibr his seasonable aid. 
And thoagti it tarry, wait ; 
The promise may be long deiay'd. 
But cann9t eoaiGr too bte. * ^ ; 

8. Truit in Providetice. Wesley. 

1. God of my life, whose gracious power '^ 

Through varied deaths my soul^ath led« 
Or turn'd aside the fatal hour. 
Or lifted up my jinking head : 

2. In all my ways thy hand I own. 

Thy ruling Providence t see : 
Assist me stfl! toy eounie to run, 
Aiid*sttH dtreci my paths to thee. 

9. Oft hath the sea confessed thy power, 
*'Aild givcii me back at Ihy command : 
It eonld not. Lord, my life devour. 
Safe in the hollow of thine hand. 

4. Whither, O whilhet should I fly I 

But to my loving Saviour's breast; 
Secure within thine arms lo lie. 

And safe beneath thy winga torest^ 

9. Jonah^9 AiUk^'^^it/td to ' Lect. v. Ddooa jooft. 

J. Lord, we have broke thy holy laws. 
And slighted all thy grace ; . 

And jiistly thy vihdicti ve wratli 
Mriht cast us froiA thvTace- 

2. Yet whilespch precedent, apipc^) 

Mark*d in thy sacred book| 
We from these depths of jruift and fear 

Will to'thj td4i4 look; •^f/'^^ '"'"' 

3. To thee^in our Hedef;n(^r's.^«n9 

We raise our humble cries 
May thtsi^ our prayers, perfui^fd by him 
Like grateful incense rise. 
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An absffi^ Cq^ dtplore^ 
Where the (|ear temples of il^y |oye 
Shall 8t»nd reveard no more f 

' ; 5. Farfrom those regjops of desp^if^ 
Appoint our souls a place. 
Where not a frown, throagh endless yean. 
Shall veil thy lovtly faseu 

10. «r«iKii'i Qaur4.— Suited to Lpot x* H^Mwtojf. 
^ \. The ^vM8 tbai bes<et onr path, 
Who can prevent or carp ? 
We stafid upon the tfrink qf 4f^^t||, 
When mp^t we seenn secure. 

2. If we if^ day sweet peaice poa^esf. 
It 9Q0Q may ke withilciiwii : 
Sojnie cbap^e mf y ploi^jie ns Ia flUtress, 
Before to-morrow's d^w|[|. 

^. The gourds from which we Ipok for fruit. 
Produce as oqly pai|i ; 
A worm urufe^n attacks tho r^Q^ 
And all our hopes are vain. 

4. Since sin has fill'd the earth Vi]th wo. 
And creatures fade and die. 
Lord, wean our hearts from things below. 
And fix our hopes on high. 

11. The SpiritnakVoyage. ToKiiiv'j COLL. 

1. J/esos, at thy cofmpand> 

I lajuoch inU the deep; 
And leav.e n^y native ^i^d^ 
Where sIq luils all ^OOjp : 
For thee I would the world re^en^ 
And sail to heaven, with thee aoi^ thine. 

2. Thw art my pilot wi.^e ; ^ 

My compass is thy word : 
My soul each storm denes, 
WhHe f have such a tiord { 
I trust thy faithfulness and powers . 
To aave me in the try ipj; hour. 
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Yet ChrUt itlll sftH^l^ ke% 
Ahfl cttiife me #itfi Hf^^V^. 
My anchof, h6^, Bhall frAl kl^i6&, 
Ami i each bdifeter#M« klar«ll •Utrid^. 

4. By faith 1 4li?e tM t*ttd. 

My ifoul, thy Mils e1c(yahd. 
And fly to Jesufi' foreiMi* 
O may 1 rea^k the beaVenly shdre, 
Wheit winds artd wavQa distress mti a(lorr. 

It. Sitmik ^Mfitm u j»f%M; O^A^Writteii fdt Viae. L 

K Y« firitnk itfetoeD. prate tbi^ LonI ( 
To you the work Mohgw; 
For €M ifiiHei yoo, by hw %wfd. 
To raoAe yoiwr foi^tel jabifSk 

2. Hjb giory shihta in vfwi^r rwy^ 

It floats in every iretew; 
On dowd» wwd WN nma it wings its w^y. 
It rolls albng Use weu. 

3. tCome^ fkchn, y« aenmsn df ikre udte>, 

Jehovah's fnr««e» sinir ( 
Aqid while yba tnwek his giwchros «ikiill8« 
Yoop^ojrf orf mntfacMis kMnf.. 

4. Rejoich ifi hte rvd6eiinr% Ifawe, 

His wondrous wi^rcy t^^» 
How Cirisi Uedsswded Icmd wboTW, 
To si^e cror s»i^ fiPoim biH 

5* Let the sweet praises df his nama 
Resound from pole to pole ; 
To every shore his grace prodaim 
As far as billows i^otl. 

6. At every time^ in every place^ 
The glorious theme pursue : 
And long to jffkm Him tao^ 10 tkec^ 
In antbeim eve r ne w. 
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13. ChrxBt the Seamm*i 5^ay.-~Written tor Disc. IL 

1. Glory to God^ who^ holy book 
Directs us in his way, 
And bids our souls in trouble look 
To Christ the Seaman's Stay. 

3. When far from home and kindred dear. 
We pass a tedious day. 
Our comfort lies in living near 
To Christ the Seaman's Stay. 

3. If sore temptations should assail. 

To lead our feet astray, 
Against them all we shall prevail. 
Through Christ the Seaman's Stay. 

4. When clouds of guilt, and threat'ning wrath. 

Appear in dread array. 
Our trembling spirits flee by faith 
To Christ the Seaman's SUy. 

■ 

5. When tempests rage and billows roll. 

To fill us with dismay. 
They shall not overwhelm our soul :«• 
Christ is the Seaman's Stay. 

6. Should Providence command the waves 

To sweep our lives away. 
Safe shall we sleep in wat'ry graves, . 
In Christ the Seaman's Stay. 

7. The ocean shall give up its dead ; 

An everlasting day 
Of joy and gipry, we shall lead. 
With Christ the Seaman's SUy. 



FINIS. 
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